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CONCETTA LA MAZZA  

  

Van boruak dum piah lamah  
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Biography chanchin  

  

  Concetta La Mazza hi kum 1936 khan Novara di Sicilia-ah a piang a, 

Domenico La Mazza leh Teresa Correnti te fanu upa ber a ni. Kum 1950 

khan a nu lam aṭanga a pi (entrustment" hun hrehawm tak a neih hnuah 

Domodossola-ah a nu leh pate nen an inzawm a, a pasal Giuseppe nen an 

la awm dun reng a ni. Fa pathum a nei a, chungte chu Armando, Luciano 

leh Daniela te an ni. Tun hnaiah Novara-a a naupan lai hriatreng duhna 

nasa tak chu a rilruah a rawn lut a, hetah hian he intihhlimna, mimal diary, 

mahse chutih hunlai boruak chungchang sawina leh sawina tam tak nen a 

khat a lo piang ta a ni: khawpui, thingtlang, mipui, tih dan, Indopui II-na kum 

thim takah chuan chu bial kalphungte chu a ni.  
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Thuziak lama chakna (primordial energy) chu  

 

  

  Concetta naupang chu a pa u te kutah dah a ni a, a duh loh zawngin khawpui leh a 

classmate-te atanga hla tak hovel-ah Castrangia-ah awm tir a ni. Chutiang chuan riltam, hun 

hriat lohna, rinna dik lo leh tihduhdahna inkara indona kum harsa tak karah chuan a mimal 

Via Crucis chu a mah chauhvin a zin kual thin. Indopui hnuah chuan pem chhuah loh theih loh 

leh hmar lam panna pianphung harsa tak chu.  

  Heng zawng zawng hi hmeichhe naupang pakhat mitmeng hmanga sawi a ni a, a 

hriatrengnaah amah ngei pawh a lo thanglian chhoh dante chu a thlir nawn leh a, mak tak 

maiin a tharna leh irony thread fiah lo tak nen - a tawpah chuan - kan chhungkaw khawtlang 

chanchin chhinchhiahna (emblematic story) chhiar nuamna min pe a, thuk taka min tiharh thei 

a, kan zavaia ta a ni.  

  Concetta La Mazza-i novel tawi takah hian ziak hian dan zawng zawng a tichhe vek a, a bul 

tanna hmunah a kir leh a, eng formal schematism pawh atanga zalen, arcane internal vitality-

in a khalh a, engkim tibuaitu lui lian tak a lo ni ta a, thlarau ruah sur nasa tak a ni.  

  Uncle, Antonia leh Michele te lem chu hriatreng tlak tak a ni a, Novara lem pawh theihnghilh 

theih lohvin a awm reng a, a thilphal, a khuh leh a thlum ang bawkin a khauh leh a khauh 

bawk.  

  A tawp berah chuan, siamthat theih loh thil a thlen huna tleirawlna lama inthlak harsa tak, 

mahse Concetta naupang tak chuan a chanvo lungchhiatthlak takah chuan a inpe lo, a 

huaisenna leh hmalam hun atana beiseina nghing thei lo avang te, a mitmeng atanga thlir 

thei... beyond the van boruak a rawn sen!  
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NINO BELVEDERE  
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  “Ka tan chuan harsatna chu a intan ta a ni. Ni lum tak a ni ngei ang, kum 

1938 nipui a lo intan a, kum hnih ka ni tawh a, ka pi chuan min rawn hruai a. 

Puan bag chhungah chuan blouse leh panty pahnih a dah a, chutah engkim 

hre lovin ka in atanga ka chhuahsan ta. Ka te lutuk a, chumi ni chuan ka Via 

Crucis chu a intan dawn tih ka hre lo.”  
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Van boruak dum piah lamah  

  

Bung khatna - Pa in  

 

  

  Tunah chuan mihring awm lohna hmun hlui a ni tawh a, rulhut (cobwebs)-

in a ti na a, rulhut-in a ei zo tawh a, mahse, hun rei tak kal ta khan, Novara-

ah chuan, Messina tlanga kulh ropui tak hnuaia awm khawpui pakhatah 

chuan, Engia district-a kawngpui sirah chuan a bulah in pakhat a awm a 

tuikhuah chu. Kawngkhar hma lam chu a chhung lam staircase-ah a 

inhawng a, chu chuan first floor-ah a hruai a, chutah chuan thingphel 

hmanga siam pindan te tak te a awm a: chu chu mutna pindan a ni. 

Inchungah i chho a, chutah chuan kitchen a awm a, chutianga i koh theih 

chuan. Kawng khatah chuan lungphun pakhat a awm a, chutah chuan mei 

alh a, thir tripod a awm bawk a, chu chu pasta bêl dahna atan hman a ni. 

Hma lamah, bang chungah, pitch ang maia dum, thinga siam shovel, sieve 

pahnih, pakhat te tak te leh pakhat lian, chhang siamna tur oven, a sir 
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lamah chuan chest chanve ro tawh, dawhkan, "furrizzi" pahnih leh rickety 

thenkhat thutthleng. A tawpah chuan room pakhat a awm a, balcony te tak 

te, alley lam hawi a awm a, chutah chuan khum pakhat tan pawh hmun a 

awm lo. Chu khur chu kum 1934-a hmeithainu pitar awmna lalram chu a ni 

a, stairs hnuaiah chuan lung latrine thinga khuhna nei siam a ni tawh bawk. 

Sewer a awm loh avangin, a hnuhnung zawk hian rimchhia chhuak 

tihziaawmna atan a thawk ngei ang. A nihna takah chuan in chhungah 

chuan tui leh electric a awm lo va, chutih hunlaia baron-te pawhin an neih 

ngai loh nuam tihna a ni. A bulah chuan thing kawngkhar pakhat a awm a, 

chu chuan lo lam panna a ni a, chutah chuan thing chungah vawkte an thu 

a.  

  He corner, khawvel atanga chhuak, ka nu, puan siamtu chu ka pi nen an 

khawsa dun a, unaupa pahnih leh unaunu pakhat, a aia upa vek an ni a, 

Novara-ah pawh an khawsa ve bawk. Ka nu chu a sam dum, a hring, a 

taksa a chak lo hle a, a hmel chu a nalh hle a, a hmelah chuan a langsar 

ber chu, bawnghnute ang maia var, mit dum lian tak pahnih, hlauthawng leh 

lungngai tak tak a ni. A nu thih thut, kum sawmhnih leh pali a nih lai khan a 

taksa leh nungchang lama a chak lohna chhan pawh a ni mai thei.  

  Ka pi thih hnu kum engemaw zat hnuah ka nu chuan a nupui pakhat 

inrawlhna avangin a Prince Charming chu a hmu ta a. Ka pa hi 

Badiavecchia atanga lo piang chhungkaw ropui tak atanga lo piang a ni a, 

zuk leh hmuam zuar leh ei tur dawr awmna tavern a enkawl a. Chhungkaw 

hnathawk taima tak tak an ni a, ka pa hi, a sawi dan zawng zawngah chuan, 

mi hmeltha tak, sang tak, dum, mahni inrintawkna nei leh taima tak a ni. 

Khawpui atanga hla tak khuaah a awm a: kein, chak takin, darkar chanve 

chhungin a thleng thei a ni. A pa chuan charcoal a phur a. Nu chu hmeichhe 

chak tak a ni a, zing lamah chuan Novara-ah chuan dawr chhunga thil 

supply: zuk leh hmuam, chi leh ei tur lei turin mule nen a kal thin. A kawr 

chhungah shawl dum lian tak ha chungin a inchei mawi fo thin a, a customer 

te hriattirna atan chanchinbu pawh a lei thin. Khawpui chhunga dawr 
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awmchhun a nih avangin chu in chhungah chuan chaw ei tur hmui pariat 

awm mahse hriselna tlakchhamna a awm lo.  

  Zan rei takah chuan tuna zu ruih hmang customer-te - leh a wallet - chu 

wine chu coloured soda-in a dilute a, a ṭanpui ta a ni. Naupangte hian an nu 

leh pate hna an rochun reng loh avangin ka pa hian cobbler hna hi a lo zir 

tawh a. Thla engemaw zat an inhual hnu chuan ka pa leh ka nu, vawi khat 

innei tawh chu Engia district-a tuikhuah bula in chhungah chuan an 

hmangaihna bu siam turin an kal ta a. Thla 9 chiah a liam hnuah he khawvel 

hi ka thleng a, khawthlang lam nunphung thianghlim angin ka pa lam atanga 

ka pi, Concetta hming ka pu ta a ni. Ka kum naupang deuh tawh chung 

pawhin vun dum leh hrual ka nei a, ka tap fo thin. Crib kan neih loh avangin 

ka pi chuan nilengin min kuah a ngai a, zanah chuan ka pa leh ka nu nen 

khum lian takah kan mu thin. By all accounts ka hmelchhia hle a, ka tuar 

thei lo bawk. Thla engemaw zat hnuah chuan ram chhungah hna a 

tlachham tih a hmuh chuan ka pa chuan Sardinia-ah hna thawk tura kal a 

tum ta a. Thliarkar dang pan tura a chhuah chuan a nu chu naute tap leh 

thilsiam dang pakhatin a pum chhungah a kick lai nen a kalsan ta a ni.  

  Thla sawmhnih ka nih lai khan ka unaunu Rosa chu a piang a. A hming 

chu a nu pi leh pu ta a ni. Concetta ang lo takin Rosa - ka nu sawi dan 

chuan - a mawi hle a, a vun chu a var leh a pink a, sam dum chuan mit dum 

mawi tak pahnih hmanga chei hmel inrem tak chu a frame a: pangpar 

pakhat, a hming ang bawkin! Chutiang khawpa nasa chuan ka nu chu Rosa 

chu a kuah chungin tui lak tumin tuikhuah lam a pan chuan a thiante chuan 

engtin nge fanu danglam tak tak pahnih hrin theih ang tih an zawt a. - Hemi 

hi, Rusina, ni e, billiac i ni a, mahse a dang chu... - Hemi, Rosina hi a mawi 

em em a, mahse a dang chu... ṭhiante chuan an hmui nuihzat hmel zet hian 

an ti a. Chutih lai chuan, he dinhmunah hian ka rilru hahdam lo chhunzawm 

zel a, ka hrehawm tawrhna chu ka hriat lawk ang maiin, chu chu Pathian 

hnenah lawmthu awm rawh se, ban nen pawh ni se, ka tuar chhuak ta a ni.  



 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

11 

  Thu dang sawi tur chuan, a hmasain ka pi Antonia hi ka inhmelhriattir a 

ngai a, a tawi zawngin zì 'Ntuoia. Ka nu unaunu upa zawk a ni a, an pahnih 

inkarah hian kum sawm leh pasarih inthlauhna a awm. Hmeichhe tawi, thau 

tak a ni a, a mitmengah sam bawlhhlawh a tla thla a. A hmel ngaihsak loh 

hmel chu a aia upa zawkin a lang a, a mitmeng ruak takah chuan 

mualphona nasa tak chauh a awm. Kum sawmhnih a nih laiin, chutih lai 

chuan nupui pasal neih theih kum a ni a, a cousin hmasa ber, Sempione 

tunnel-a hnathawhna aṭanga lo haw thar, hmeithainu leh fapa kum thum mi 

nei chu a nei ta a ni. He pa, ka pa Michele, u Micheri hi mi tawi tak a ni a, 

Lal Vittorio Emanuele III-a plebeian copy ang mai a ni a, khawpui kawngpui 

ziarang tak, step meter hnih vel zeta zau, a neih in pakhatah a khawsa a ni. 

In mawi tak a ni. Ground floor-ah chuan carpenter dawr a awm a, central 

counter lian tak, vice awmna, wall cabinet pahnih a dahna tur rasps, chisels, 

gimlets, gouges leh augers te, a dawhkan siamte ke round tur lathe, 

grinding wheel which thlawhna leh zungbun tiharh nan an rawng an bawl a, 

thingpui lumna stove-ah chuan glue chu liquefy turin saucepan dah a ni a, 

hmun tinah board dah khawm a, bang-ah saw tlemte an inbun a, vanneihna 

chi khat, sakawr ke, kêl ki leh turtle vun ang chi, a tawi zawngin, pakhat 

tunah chuan hriatrengna khawvel chauh ta an nihna hmunte chu.  

  Thing staircase chuan first floor chu a pan a, chutah chuan pindan zau tak 

tak pahnih, ceramic tiles hmanga siam, chutih hunlaia luxury tak, ka pa siam 

sideboard, sofa, dawhkan leh chair thenkhat raffia, thlai hrui chi khata 

inthuam a awm a. Mid-August-a kawngpui thlir theihna balcony te tak te 

atang chuan, Assumption-ho kawngzawh chu Abbey lam pan chuan, 

Madonna lallukhum khum lu chu kut hmangin a khawih thei a ni. Mahse, a 

chhawng hnihna atang chuan Rocca Salvatesta chu i hmu thei a, hma 

lamah chuan in inkara inhmeh tak atang chuan tlang mawi tak tak chu i thlir 

thei a, chu chu zawi zawiin a piah lam, van boruak dum piah lamah, tuifinriat 

i thlen thlengin, a bik takin in the on cool spring days when there was no 

mist, Vulcano chu horizon kil khatah i hmu thei a, chutah chuan Lipari, 
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Stromboli leh thliarkar dang zawng zawng chu i hmu thei bawk: natural 

spectacle, a sparkling multicolored postcard.  

  Staircase dang chu a chhawng khatnaah a chho a, chutah chuan kitchen 

leh mutna pindan a awm a, a hmasa ber chu a zau hle a, chhangphut dahna 

tur thing oven leh chaw siamna tur cast iron coal stove a awm bawk. 

Ringhlelhawm lohvin in mawi tak a ni a, inchhung hna pawimawh ber berte 

thawh theihna tur sink nei lo kitchen-a harsatna awmte tih loh chu. Chutih lai 

chuan awlsamna thenkhat chu ngaihtuah theih loh a la ni. Dik tak chuan, 

vantlang tuikhuah atanga tui chu zinc hopper-ah an la a, chutah chuan 

second floor-ah an hruai a, chutah chuan dish silna tur terracotta basin lian 

takah an theh lut a ni. Sink chhungah tui luang chhuak a awm loh avangin 

basin atanga tui chu ground floor-ah an rawn hruai kir leh a, toilet-ah an 

paih lut ta a ni. Hmeichhia tan chuan hna hahthlak tak a ni. Bawih leh 

mualphona dinhmun, mihringte tuar theihna zawng zawng tawp thlengin, 

zanriah ei hun laiin a sang ber a thleng a, chutih lai chuan Aunt Antonia-i 

chuan a pasal zahna a neih avangin a hmaa a ei tawhna plate atang ngeiin 

a ei a ngai a, chubakah, pathian fapa pawh a ni mai thei bawk chutiang 

bawk chu a sawi nawn leh a, mahse hei hi hriatrengna chiang tak ka nei lo.  

  Uncle Michele hi mi thim leh rilru na tak a ni a, mi taima ang bawkin mi â a 

ni a, thinlung ni lovin sandstone mallet a nei a ni. A mitmengah hian 

midangte chunga ngilneihna leh lainatna eng pawh ka hmu ngai lo. A fapa 

enkawl turin a pi chu in lamah a dah a, ei tur a buatsaih a ngai a, a 

chhiahhlawh angin a che a, a ni, a ni, a ti fo bawk. Balcony lam pawh a hawi 

chhuak thei lo a, chuti lo chuan buaina a awm dawn a, chutih laiin tlai tin 

deuhthaw hna a zawh hnuah a thiante nen tavern-ah zu in turin an kal thin.  

  A in lamah chuan a rilru a buai em em a, a thawmhnaw hnim hring hring 

leh thawk rimchhia tak tak nen chuan a bula awm theih loh khawpin a haw 

ta a ni. Chu ai chuan ka pi chuan oil light bulah chuan chaw pawh ei lovin 

zan rei tak thlengin a lo nghak a. Lal te tak te chu a lo kir leh chuan - a tam 

zawkah chuan stairs chhoh theihna pawh a nei lo - chau takin workbench 
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leivut takah chuan a inhnukdawk a, a rilru a fim theih nan zankhuain a awm 

thin. Aunt Antonia chuan engkim awm mahse, overcoat-in a khuh a, 

hmangaih takin a bulah chuan zing thlenga enkawl turin a thu a. Chuvangin 

kum a liam ta a, chutiang taka inpekna aiah chuan scene awm lo turin a 

chhungte tlawh pawh a kal thei lo. Ani, inhuatna nei, thil tenawm leh thunun 

thei tak chuan a darning thread, comb, hair clip leh thil dang lei turin a kal a, 

in atanga a chhuah loh nan. Inneihnaa an sawm khan Uncle Michele chu 

hun hnuhnung ber thlengin a haw lo va, Aunt Antonia chu a chhungte’n a 

pasal an zawn chhuah theih hma chuan amah chauhin a kal thei lo. A chang 

chuan an rilru an hneh thei a, a chang chuan a hun takah a thleng a mahse 

chutih lai chuan party lai takah chuan a bo a, Aunt Antonia chu beidawng leh 

pawi ti takin lungngai takin a haw vek a. Hun a kal zel a, lungngaihna leh 

lungngaihna a khawlkhawm a, a inhlat em avangin tumah nen pawh a 

inhnukdawk thei lo va, kar tam tak chhung a tihduhdahtu lu na leh ha natna 

rapthlak tak takte zingah a tel ve ta a ni.  

  Ni khat chu ṭhenawm pakhat, mi ṭha leh Pathian ngaihsak tak chuan Uncle 

Michele chu a ko a, a nupui chunga a tihduhdahna zawng zawng avang 

chuan a sawisel a: - I zak tur a ni - a au chhuak a - chutianga hmeichhe 

pakhat hrehawm tawrh tir turin... Antonia hian a mamawh a ni boruak 

engemaw zat la la, in lamah i segregate a ngai lo, Kristian zawng zawng 

ang bawkin a chhuak tur a ni a, mass kal tur a ni a, chhungte hnenah kal tur 

a ni. A chung berah chuan kea kal a ngai a, chu chu a lu natna chu a reh 

theihna tur kawng awmchhun a ni... - a ṭhenawmpa chuan rei vak lo a chawl 

a, chutah a sawi chhunzawm ta a: - hetiang atanga darkar khat pawh tling 

lovah, mule track-a kal, keini ram engemaw zat leh in tlemte nei tha tak, a 

chung hnuaiah kitchen leh room dang hnim deuh, thlasik laiin mutna pindan 

atana hman theih tur nei. He ramah hian hazelnut thing, theipui, mandarin, 

medlar, grape, zizzole, apple, pear, olive, a tawi zawngin Pathian hnen 

atanga thil tha zawng zawng a awm a.  
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  I hriat angin ka u thih hnu hian ka pi enkawl a ngai a, thingtlang lam pawh 

ka enkawl thei tawh lo va, chu chu hralh chhuah ka ngaihtuah chhan pawh a 

ni. Engvangin nge i lei loh? Hetiang hian i nupui hian boruak tha tak thawh 

theihna hun remchang a nei ang... A tirah chuan Uncle Michele chuan a 

hreh hle a mahse chutah chuan tlawh turin a kal a, lei turin a inring bawk. 

Hun rei vak lo chhungin contract an ziak a, chu thil neih chu a ta a ni ta a ni. 

Chutiang chuan Vittorio Emanuele III lookalike, fing leh bumhmang zual zel 

chuan aunt Antonia hnenah heti hian a rawt a: - theipui lâk dan i zir ang a, a 

vawt tir ang. Thawmhnaw i sil a ngaih hunah luiah i chhuk ang a, tui in tur 

leh chaw siamna atana tui mamawh chu tuifinriatah khur laih la, chu chu 

tihthianghlim nan i hmu ang.- thingtlang lama awm turin kan pension thei 

ang: I will work as a carpenter for a bul hnaia khaw te tak te San Basilio, 

Vallancazza, Badiavecchia leh Piano Vigna-a cheng chhungkua te an ni. 

Thlasik laiin lui tuiin a luang dawn chuan a nuam lo ang mahse he harsatna 

hi ka hneh ang. Nang erawh chuan thingtlang lam chu nuam i ti thei ang. A 

mitmeng tihhniam chungin, Aunt Antonia, vawi khat chu thupek ang chuan a 

ti leh ta a: - Cuomu tu voi, eu fazzu.  
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Bung hnihna - He khawvel atanga chhuak  

 

  

  Kum 1936 thlasik tir lamah chuan nula rethei tak leh a pa u Micheri te chu 

Castrangia, thingtlang lama awm, lui kam bulah an insawn a. Badiavecchia, 

San Basilio leh Vallancazza khaw hrang hrangah chuan a la awm tih thu a 

darh a, miten hna zawngin an ko a ni. Chutih lai chuan, tunlai thil mak tak 

angin lang mah se, dawhkan, tukverh, kawngkhar emaw, wardrobe emaw 

an mamawh hunah thingrem siamtu chu kovin an inah an lo mikhual thin tih 

dan a awm a: hnathawhna hmun an siam rem a, thing mamawh an siamsak 

a. Uncle Michele chuan hmanrua chu a rawn keng a, hna thawh zawh hma 

chu hmunah a awm ta a ni.  

  Thingkung pakhat phun turin an ko a, kum hnih khat vel chu a vawt turin 

an dah a. Chumi hnuah thingkung chu bang pakhatah an dah a. Carpenter 

chuan chunglam atang chuan saw chu a keng a, a hnuaiah chuan assistant 

pakhat a keng bawk a: "Serra serra mastro dascio che dumè fagimmo a 

cascia" (Saw saw emaw great master emaw naktuk hian chest chu siam 

ila).  

  Thingkung chu bang chungah an dah a. Saw lian tak hmangin board te 

chu an hmu a, heng hmang hian window, khum leh wardrobe te an siam 

bawk. He hna thawk tur hian dar 4-ah a tho a, a haversack leh needles 

kengin a chhuak ta a. A in a thlen chuan customer-te chuan bawnghnute 

thar, onion leh chhangphut khat nen an rawn pe a. Chawhnu lamah pasta 

plate leh cheese chi khat. Tlai lam chuan hna a chawlhsan a, Pathianni 
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khan Novara-ah bill a pek hmain first deposit atan in lama siam chhang an 

pe a.  

  Kum tlemte a liam a, a fapa Turillu chu a lo puitlin tawh a, khawvela 

engmah atan chuan a dam chhung zawng chu thingtlang lama inthiarfihlim 

taka hman a tum lo tih chu a mit ngeiin a hrethiam ta a ni. A pa hna chu zir 

tawh mahse specialize leh cabinetmaker nih a duh a ni. Chu art zir theihna 

khawpuiah chuan a pa chu a tir thei ta a ni. Catania-ah a insawn a, kum 

hnih chhung apprenticeship a neih hnuah a tha hle a, chu hna chu thawk 

turin a inpeih tawh niin a hria a, tunah chuan kum sawm leh kua a nih tawh 

avangin chhungkaw din a hun tawh niin a ngai ta a ni. Kum tam tak chhung 

chu beram vengtu fanu chu a lo hre tawh a, nupui neih a tum a mahse a pa 

u Micheri duhdan kalh a ni a, ani chuan a fapain a hnam hmeichhia a neih 

tir a duh ang. Chutih lai chuan, rintlak tak, mahse hetiang hi a ni: kut 

hnathawktu tan chuan beram vengtu fanu neih chu zah lohna nasa tak a ni. 

Pa leh fapa inkara buaina lian tak a chhuak nghal a, chu chuan Turillu chu a 

pa leh a nupui pasal nen a inthen nghal vek a ni. A chhungte thar nen chuan 

ram chhuahsanin Como-ah an insawn a, chutah chuan a hnathawh 

hmangin hausakna a chang ta a ni.  

  Uncle te hian fa an nei lo va, chuvang chuan Turillu a chhuah tak avangin 

an awm ta vek a ni. Hetianga inthiarfihlimna tuar nasa ber chu Aunt Antonia 

a ni a, a chhehvela sava, rulhut leh rulhut ri chhuakte nen ni khat chhung 

chu an inbia a ni. Thingtlanga chu puk chhungah chuan tumah biak theihna 

hun remchang a nei lo. Krismas, Easter emaw August thla laihawl vela 

Madonna Assunta ruai ang chi chawlhni pawimawh tak takah chauh 

khawpuiah ka nu tlawh turin a kal thei a ni. Heng tlawhna pakhatah hian a 

dinhmun chungchangah rei tak a complain hnuah a farnu hnenah heti hian a 

propose a: - Teresa duh tak, hmeichhe naupang pahnih nen hian inzawmna 

i nei tam lutuk tih ka hmu a, Concetta hi ka kutah dah la, chutiang chuan i ni 

ang naupang tê tê tân inpe tûra zalên zâwk. Thli tha zawk leh a thatna tur 

thingtlang lamah ka hruai ang - Ka nu chu a tir lamah chuan a chiang lo hle 
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a mahse chutih lai chuan, a hma ang bawkin, a mizia awlsam taka 

conditioned tak a nih avangin, a farnuin a nawr nasat em avangin a remti ta 

a ni.  

  Ka tan chuan harsatna chu a intan ta a ni. Ni lum tak a ni ngei ang, kum 

1938 nipui a lo intan a, kum hnih ka ni tawh a, ka pi chuan min rawn hruai a. 

Puan bag chhungah chuan blouse ka dah a, panty pahnih ka ha a, engkim 

hre lovin ka in atang chuan ka chhuak ta a. Ka te lutuk a, chu ni chuan ka 

Via Crucis chu a intan dawn tih ka hre lo. Darkar chanve emaw a aia rei 

emaw hnuah pawh he hmun pakhat chauh hi kan thleng ta a, chu chu 

Castrangia (Cassandra!) tih hming thlamuanthlak vak lo tak nen chuan 

vanduai tur hrilh lawk ang maiin kan thleng a, a tawi zawngin a hming chu 

ruahmanna pum pui a ni tawh a, chutiang pawh ni se Chutih lai chuan ka 

hre thei lo. A pasal chuan a tir lamah chuan min lo hmuak tha hle a, aunt 

chuan ka duhzawng hlawh chhuah nan sweets min lei sak fo thin a, ka nu 

tlawh tura Novara-a min zui hian ka haw leh tawh loh tur thu min hrilh fo thin 

a mahse a tha zawk amah chauha awm leh ka nu a nih tur thu nen lo seilian 

rawh. Thu awih bak chu engmah ka ti thei lo.  

  Chutih lai chuan ka pa chu Sardinia aangin a lo haw a, kar khat chauh a 

awm a, ka nu naupai theihna tur khawpin a awm a, a chhuak leh ta a. Kum 

1939 a ni a, a kum lehah Antonietta a piang. Ka pi Antonia chuan ka nu hmu 

turin Novara-ah min hruai a, ka unaunu pawh a vawi khat nan ka hmu tih 

chu ka la hre chiang lo hle. Antonietta naupangte kuah turin in lamah awm 

ka duh a mahse ka pi, ka nun thunun nasa zawk, sipai ang maia rigid tak 

chuan min hrilh a: - In lamah Turnemmu, thil mawi tak ka siam ang che - (I 

haw ang u, Doll mawi tak ka siamsak ang che).  

  Shack kan thlen chuan ka kut ah chuan "causitta" stuffed, painted red, mit 

hlauhawm tak tak a dah a. Ka hlauthawng ta hle mai. Ka pi leh pu hnena 

Novara-a kir leh ka duh avangin ka tap fo thin hun lai a ni a mahse uncle 

Antonia chu rilru hneh theih dan tur a awm lo: a thinlung chu a lungngai a, 

ka phunnawi apiang chu a bengchheng hle. Kum thum hmasa berah khan 
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Castrangia-a ramhnuai inah hian hun tam tak kan hmang a, chutah chuan 

thlarau nung reng reng a awm lo va, in darh zau takah chuan chawlh 

hmangtute hmuh tur an awm tlem hle.  

  Pathianniah chuan khuaah kan kal a, ka nu, ka unaunu te te leh ka nu lam 

atanga ka pi leh pu te chu ka tlawh thin. Pitar chu mi fel tak, hmul nei tak a 

ni. Snuffbox a keng a, chu chu a chang chuan a rimtui thin. Thlasik lai chuan 

a kawr hnuaiah min hruai a, square-ah min hruai a, damdawi in chunga 

"Sciancaditta" tavern-ah sweets lei tur leh wine chu ei turin min hruai thin. 

Tlai lamah Castrangia khuaah kan kir leh ta a.  

  Zan engemaw zat chu a pa u chu band nen rehearsal turin a kal a, chutah 

chuan trombone a tum a, chutah chuan tavern-ah zu in turin a ding a, 

thingtlang lamah nung takin a kir leh thin. Castrangia atanga metre 500 vela 

hlaah "Concettina, 'ntoia..." tiin a ko tan ta a ni. Chutih lai chuan in lamah 

chuan a pi chuan tripod-a tui lumna tur lei bêl chu a lo buatsaih tawh a. 

Chaw siam lai chanve chuan tui lum ladle a rawn theh lut a, wine chu paih 

chhuah nan pawh a ni mai thei. Iron pan ah chuan ka pi chuan pasta 

season turin tomato nen onion chu a buatsaih a. Onion chu a undercooked 

a, ka rilru a buai hle. "Ei rawh, chuti lo chuan strap chu ka la ang a, ruang te 

chu ka pe ang che...".  

  

  Chutih lai chuan Venetian hnam chhuak hmeichhia chu San Basilio-a nau 

paitu a ni. Thlasik laiin lui a chim lai chuan Uncle Michele chuan Novara-a 

damdawi dawrah thil lei turin a kekawr ipteah (ciancalea) a phur a. In lamah 

a ding a, "Antonia, shawl pe rawh, a vawt" a ti a. Aunt rethei tak, Michele 

hmangaih a ni tih a hrethiam em tih pawh ka hre lo.  

  Tunah chuan kum nga ka ni tawh a, thingtlang lamah chuan inhlat takin ka 

awm tawh a, tumah biak pawh ka nei tawh lo va, ramsa ang maia ka lo ni 

tawh. Mi zawng zawng lakah ka zak hle. Novara kan kal chuan mi ka hlauh 

avangin ka inthup a. He inthlak danglamna hi ṭhenawmte chuan an hre 
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chiang hle a, chuvang chuan ka pa u te chu kindergarten-ah min tir turin an 

fuih a ni. Vanneihthlak takin uncle te chuan an ring tlat a. Chuvangin zing 

khat chu ka pi chuan ka pa Michele chu biscuit min lei sak turin a tir a, ka pa 

lam atanga ka pi min pek straw bawm dum chhungah chuan a dah a. Biscuit 

nen chuan egg thar a dah bawk. Khaw abbey bula awm nursery-ah chuan 

min zui a. Nunnain min lo hmuak tura kawngkhar a hawn chuan ka au 

chhuak ta a. Hlauhna avang chuan bawm chu leiah ka paih a, egg chu a 

chhe vek a, leiah chuan bawlhhlawh a awm vek. Ka pi chuan min vuak 

nasat em avangin min hrem a, min hruai haw ta a. Chuvangin kindergarten 

ka kal ni hmasa ber pawh chu ka ni hnuhnung ber a lo ni ta a ni.  

  A lo thleng a, kum li ka nih atang khan ka pa u chuan heti hian a sawi thin: 

- Concettina, Novara-ah kal la, lu natna atan carmieri (tranquilizers) min 

rawn pe ang che. Mule track-ah chuan ferret ang maiin ka tlan a, Greco 

district ka paltlang a, a chang chuan ka tuihalna tihreh nan tuikhuah bulah 

ka ding a, "du Surcittu" damdawi dawr chu ka thleng ta a ni. Ani, pharmacist 

chuan mak a ti hle a, a thiante hnenah chuan rei vak lo chhungin Novara-ah 

chuan lightning ang maiin ka kal leh haw dawn tih a hrilh a. Kum nga ka nih 

laiin ka chhungte hla tak takte chuan Barcelona-ah min hruai a. Chutah 

chuan mak ti takin ka hmu a, ka ngaithla a, a vawi khatna atan... radio chu! 

Dawr pakhatah pawh pea rawng puan pakhat lei turin kan kal bawk. Sales 

assistant chuan hetiang hian a rawt a: - Tin, lukhum leh scarf dum pawh lei 

bawk ang che. A tawpah chuan an ring tlat a, dawr assistant chuan satin 

shiny blue leh light blue scrap pahnih a thlawnin a pe a. A tuk ah chuan 

puan te chu ka nu hnenah kan hruai a, ani chuan ni rei lo te chhungin 

thawmhnaw chu a siam ta a. Pathianniah chuan Novara khawpui marquise 

leh barons fanu ang maiin ka inhria.  

  Kum 1941 thlasik lai khan ka pa chuan Sardinia-ah a hna a thawk zo ta a, 

a thianpa nen chuan hmar lam khawpuiah a hausakna zawng a, a hna hlui 

cobbler hna thawk lehin khawsa leh turin thutlukna a siam ta a ni. Thliah 

chuan ka nu hian ka pa zawm a duh tih hriatna a awm a, hei hian min tibuai 
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hle a, chutiang chuan ni khat chu a khum hnuaiah ka tlan phei a, ka 

thawmhnaw ka phelh a, buhfai chi hnih, future nipples with scabs because 

my aunt min sil ngai lo. Tharum takin min laksak a. Ka inhliam avangin 

thisen ka hmu tih ka hre reng. Chhun leh zan mamawh canvas kawr chu ka 

ha leh a, chutah chuan kawr chu ka ha leh a, tumahin an hre lo.  

  A chhuah hma chuan nu chuan a pi te in chu a inrual taka chhuahsan a 

tum a, chu tlangval rethei tak chu amah chauhva a awm tawh avangin. 

Electric light dah a ngaihtuah a, chutih lai chuan lalte thuneihna a ni. Tun 

hma chuan "u lusu" hi hriak nen an hmang thin. Uncle Michele chu hei hian 

a tibuai hle a: ni engemaw zat hnuah electrician chu a inthlak a, a in 

chhungah light pawh a dah tir a, chuvang chuan khua ka kal chuan kei 

pawhin thing stairs sang takah chuan light tlem ka hlim hle. Toilet (a latrea) 

ka kal a ngaih chuan, a bul berah chuan a laboratory hnung lama ground 

floor-a awm, khur awlsam tak, a bulah chuan bawm dah khawm a awm fo 

thin a, chu chu ka pa u chuan dilna a awm chuan inpeih turin a siam a ni.  

  March 1st 1942 zing khan satin dum, kawrfual dum hring hring ha chungin 

ka pa u leh ka pi Tore te nen ka nu leh a farnu te te chu Piazza di San 

Sebastiano-a post office-ah kan zui a, chu chu, a ni, a ni bus, chu chuan 

Vigliatore rel station-ah a hruai ang. A unaunu kum 4 mi Rosa chu a chho 

duh lo va, a pa u chuan, a rilru hneh turin, heti hian a hrilh a: - i chhoh loh 

chuan i na ang - (Vawi hnih ka fart ang che).  

  Kei, upa ber, ka pi-in a nghawng avangin ka chhuak lo va, Novara-ah ka 

awm ta a ni. Ka tap chu ka bansan thei lo. Ka pi kuah ah thlamuanna ka 

zawng a. Ani pawh chu amah chauhvin a awm a, chu ni atan chuan a bula 

awm reng turin ka awm ta a ni. Ni sawmhnih vel hnuah chuan nu hnen 

atanga lehkha hmasa ber a lo thleng a, chu chuan an zinna hlawhtlinna a 

sawi a. Dad chuan apartment nuam tak, in chhunga tui awmna leh gas 

stove awmna a lo hmu tawh a, chu chu a tan chuan thil thar a ni. Thu 

chhunzawm zelin, a thlen hnu ni khatah chuan sam siamtu pakhat chu 

fashionable haircut pe turin in lamah a ko a. Khaw chhungah chuan 
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hmeichhe zawng zawng deuhthaw chuan an sam sei tak chu tupe nen an 

ha vek a. A tawi zawngin, ka nu chu a dam chhungin a vawikhatna atan a 

hlimin a lungawi a. Thu tawp lamah chuan a pi hnenah min recommend a. 

Castrangia-a ka hrehawm tawrhna chu a ngaihtuah lo tih a chiang.  

  Kan chhuah hnu ni khatah chuan Aunt Antonia chuan thingtlang lamah min 

hruai kir leh a, a pasal hnenah chuan grade khatna ni lovin October thlaa 

grade hnihna ka kal theih nan lehkhaziak min zirtir turin first grade book min 

lei sak turin a ti a. Ka rethei: Ka khel thei tawh lova, mahse auction leh 

number ziah nan ka hun ka hmang a ngai ta a ni. A chang chuan zirtirtu hian 

a zirtirna San Basilio atanga a lo haw kawngah Castrangia a paltlang thin. A 

hming chu Maria a ni a, a pi hriatpui captain fanu a ni. Tui glass khat a pe a. 

Chutih lai chuan notebook chu ka entir a, min rawn fawp a. A bag atang 

chuan pencil sen a la chhuak a, “well done” tiin a ziak a. Eng hlimna nge, 

eng hlimna nge ka infak ka hmuh hi, ka tan chuan thil mak tak a ni. Nitin ka 

lungngai zual sauh sauh a, ka pa lam atanga ka pi leh pu te hnenah min 

hruai turin ka ngen a, mahse ka pi chuan a tul lo tih a sawi.  

  Ka enkawl dan leh ka chawm dan ka hrilh mai ang tih a hlau hle. Dik tak 

chuan, hmeichhe naupang lo seilian leh lo thanglian tur tan chuan ei tur chu 

a tawk lo: zing lamah chhang khauh tak cheese nen min pe a, chawhnu 

lamah tomato salad leh olive pahnih min pe bawk. Zan lamah a pasal a 

awm laiin Aunt Antonia chuan pasta engemaw zat chu raw onion atanga 

siam improvised sauce nen a siam a. Tin, ka ei loh chuan vuakna tam tak ka 

tawk thei bawk. Variety atan chuan tlai thenkhatah chuan pasta leh bean 

emaw, polenta nêm leh nem tak chi khat emaw a siam ṭhin. Krismas, 

Kumthar, Carnival leh Easter-ah chauh vawk emaw, rabbit emaw an that 

thin. January thla khan vawk pakhat an that a, chuta tang chuan spicy 

salami leh lard an hmu a, mahse drop khat hnu drop khatin an ei a ngai a, 

chuti lo chuan kum khat chhung atan an tling lo ang. Pathianniah chuan ka 

pa u chuan tripe bawlhhlawh tak tak a lei thin a, chu chu tunah pawh hian 

ngaihtuah mai mai chuan min ti thinrim hle a, a nih loh leh parsley hnah, 



 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

22 

scallops-a intestine thenkhat roll up, chu chu a hnuah an hmin thin. An vai 

hian ei tur man tlawm tak an ni vek a, a chhan chu, an sawi dan chuan, kan 

pi leh pute angin kan khawhral tur a ni lo va, min hrilh nawn leh a: - I hmu 

em, sausage leh stockfish-a khat pan an nei fo a, an ei a, an in bawk. Chu 

mite lakah chuan kan inthiarfihlim tur a ni - an ti -. Ka u te chuan ka 

chhungte dangte chuan continent-a ka nu leh ka pa zawm tlat turin min rilru 

an hneh ang tih an hlau hle. Min huat tir tumin nasa takin an bei a, a chang 

chuan anmahni ka tawn hian ka mit ka hmuh loh nan ka kut ka nghat thin.  

  September thla a lo thleng tawh a, second class atan entrance exam ka 

neih a ngai ta a ni. Ka u te chuan khuaah min hruai a, min en reng turin 

janitor, second grade-a ka neih tur zirtirtu leh exam board-a zirtirtu tur te an 

rawn zawt a. Ka promotion secure turin thilpek atan egg an rawn keng vek 

a. Chu mite nen chuan inzawmna ka nei ngai lo va, classroom-ah chuan mi 

pahnih ṭhut theihna thinga siam desk engemaw zat, inkwells awmna a awm 

a. Ka bulah chuan hmeichhe dang remedial exam nei an awm bawk. 

Blackboard-ah addition leh subtraction problem min solve tir a. Inkwell leh 

blackboard pahnih hi ka tan chuan thil thar tak a ni. Hlauthawng leh 

mualphonain hnah ang maiin ka nghing a, operation te chu chingfel dan tur 

ka hre lo, a chhan chu Aunt Antonia khan number pakhat atanga sawm 

thleng chauh ziah dan min zirtir tawh a ni. Chutah sentence khat ziak turin 

min ti a, notebook-ah tlem chuan ka ngaihtuah a, mahse khawi atanga tan 

tur nge ka hre lo. Vawikhat chu chutiang buaina chu a tawp hnu chuan 

janitor chuan min hruai haw ta a. Aunt chuan test chu engtin nge a kal tih a 

zawt a, janitor chuan a kal tha vak lo tih a chhang a, mahse rorelna 

hnuhnung ber chu zirtirtute kutah a awm tih a chhang a.  

  Mak tak maiin result a tha a, second class-ah ka lut ta a: Sikul kal turin ka 

inpeih tawh a, mahse apron chungchangah buaina a lo chhuak ta a ni. 

Uncle Michele chu a hma ni khan dawrah a kal a, puan dum la awm chu a 

lei a. Aunt Antonia chuan ni khat chhungin ka uniform min siamsak a. Folder 

lei nan hian pawisa tam zawk a ngai a ni. Ka u te hian pawisa an nei a 
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mahse sum khawlkhawm hi an ngaihven em em a chuvang chuan ani, 

misual chuan theihtawp a chhuah a, window clip awmna plywood folder min 

siamsak a. Pen pawh min lei sak lo. Ka pa u chuan thinghnah te tak te, a 

tawp lamah nib vuah hmangin pakhat a siam a. Notebook pahnih leh pencil 

chu an thlak thei lo va, an lei a ngai ta a ni. Kum 1942 October ni 1 khan ka 

pi chuan sikul kal turin min zui a. A hmasa berin podestà-ah birth certificate 

dil turin a kal a, chu chu school-in a mamawh a, a chhan chu class ka 

chhuah loh vang a ni. Zirtirtu chuan ngilneihnain a khat a, lawm takin min lo 

hmuak a, mahse ka hlau hle a, a chhan chu a kut dinglam aiah a pa pasta 

factory-a a naupan laia accident a thlen avangin rubber prosthesis a neih 

vang pawh a ni mai thei. Hma lam row-ah ṭhutna min ruat a. Ka thian thar, 

kum hmasa lama min hmu lote chuan ka awmna chu ngaihven takin an 

inhmukhawm a: - Engvangin nge hei hian sicca-sicca a thlen? - (He 

hmeichhe naupang vun rawng hi tu nge ni?). Ka hlauthawng hle a, ka zak 

hle bawk a, ka hmui ka hawng thei lo va, zirtirtuin hmangaih taka min zawh 

zawhna pawh ka chhang lo.  

  Naupang ramhuai ka ni a, zun chhuak tura ngen ngamna ka nei lo a, 

vawikhat chu keimah ngei pawhin ka zun a. Chuvangin in ka thlen chuan ka 

pi chuan min vuak a, a chhan chu ka kawrfual chu a silfai a ngai a, chu chu 

engtin pawhin a tuk atan a hun takah a vawt lo ang. Ni a liam a, chutiang 

bawk chu a thleng fo thin. Nilengin a hrechhuaktu zirtirtu chuan toilet-ah min 

tir a, mahse a chang chuan a theihnghilh a, keimah leh keimah ka la let leh 

thin. Ka classmate-te chuan min ngaihsak lo va, hripuiin min tihbuai ang 

maiin min pumpelh a, ṭhian siam pawh an tum lo.  

  An inhriat chhan chu khuaah an inhmu a, kei erawh chuan thingtlang lama 

in thleng tur chuan darkar khat dawn lai kea ka kal a ngai a, chuvang chuan 

anmahni nena inhmelhriat theihna hun remchang ka nei lo. Uncle-te chu 

Pathianniah chauh khawpuiah an lo kal a, ṭhiante hmuin, wine bottle hmaah 

hlim takin darkar tlemte an hmang dun a ni. Mahse a tam zawkah chuan a 

pi chu a pasal tan work order dawng turin in lamah a awm thin. Kum ruk ka 
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nih laiin tlang sang tak mule track thui takah chuan ka kal a. Kawng chanve 

velah chuan zirtirtu hnena hlan tur hnahin a hual vel violet chi khat chu la 

turin ka ding a.  

  Chau tak chungin sikul ka thleng a. Chawhnu lam hnuah chuan thingtlang 

lamah ka kir leh a, cicada-te beng tichhe thei ri bengchheng tak leh ni lum 

tak nen chuan thlarau nung nen kan inhmu ngai lo.  

  Chu hovel-ah chuan ka inkhung a, chu boruak muanawm lo takah chuan 

ka pi chu ka chungah a khauh zual sauh sauh a, chu boruak muanawm lo 

takah chuan keimah chauhvin ka fantasize turin ka awm ta a ni. Uncle 

chuan vawikhat hna a thawh zawh chuan tavern bulah a ding fo mai a, zan 

rei takah a haw leh thin a, zu rui reng chungin a haw thin. A châng chuan, a 

hma aia zu rui chungin a bo a, a in lamah a kir leh tawh lo. A pi leh a 

ṭhenawm ṭhenkhat chuan zanlai pelh hnuah lui kamah chuan lantern eng 

nen chuan an zawng ta a. Leiah a tlu tih an hmuh chuan in lama haw turin 

an rilru an hneh ta a ni.  

  Hetih lai hian sikulah thil tha engmah ka ti thei lo. Quarter hmasa tawp 

lamah chuan zirtirtu chuan report card chu a sem a, chutah fascist insignia 

nen leh vanduaithlak takin subject tling lo zawng zawng nen: ka report card 

chu class-ah chuan rethei ber a ni. Ka pi fuih nan report card dangte pawh 

ka ta ang a ni tih ka hrilh a, ka pi chuan bait chu a la ta mai a ni. Chuvang 

chuan ni tin keimah chauhin huaisenna ka nei a, class-ah chuan classmate 

thenkhat nen inhmelhriat ka tum thin. Anmahni hnaih ka duh a, mahse an 

inbiaknaah chuan min hnawtchhuak a, an mithmuhah chuan ram nula rethei 

tak ka nih vang pawh a ni mai thei.  
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Bung thumna - Sand chunga games  

 

  

  Castrangia-a mahni chauha kum tam tak i hman chhung khan hun a liam 

ngai lo a, a chhan chu i tih theih awmchhun chu nilengin sava thawm ri 

ngaihthlak a ni a, thlasik lai chuan cicada-te beng tichhe thei ri bengchheng 

tak tak, tuipui atanga sirocco rawn rawn lut chu ngaihthlak a ni. lui zigzag 

kawngpui zawhin ruam chu mei alh tir a. Thingtlang rannung te chu ka thian 

an ni. Chuvang chuan ka hun chu fantasize-in ka hmang ta a ni. Van boruak 

hnuai lam emaw, thing hnah zinga emaw ka hmuh theih lemte aangin 

keimah ngeiin khawvel ka siam a: ramsa thusawi, Headsaver Rock sir lama 

ka line-a ka din knight-te leh chuta tang chuan ka magical powers ka 

tihchhiat tir a, hlauhnain a tihchhiat ka en reng bawk. Tichuan Lungpui chu 

tlang atanga inlakhran nghal sakawlh angin ka chantir a, sang takin a thlawk 

a, thingtlang hmun hrang hrangah hlauhna a thehdarh ta a ni. Chhumte chu 

ka thlak danglam a, chu chu lawng thlawk theiah a chang a, tuipui hla tak, 

ka nu leh ka unaunu te’n min lo nghahna hmuna kal ka ngaihtuah chungin 

vanah ka zin kual a. Lui tui atanga lo chhuak crabs te chu rannung lian tak 

takah an inthlak thlengin an lo hring chhuak a, lui chhunga an kal zel chuan 

thlai te pawh an hrual chhuak ta a ni.  

  A chang chuan ka pi Antonia hmel duhawm lo tak chu ka hrechhuak thin. 

Min hmangaih lo, min hmangaih lo leh ka hua: ka nu chuan a farnu hnenah 
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min hlan tawh a mahse ni khat chu min rawn hruai dawn tih min tiam bawk: 

hei vang hian thing ka lawn fo thin, ka pa nen sakawr dum hnungzang 

chunga an rawn thlen theih beiseiin horizon chu ka scan a. A bul hnaia khaw 

te tak te San Basilio leh Vallancazza-ah chuan mipa te chu an chhuak vek 

tawh a. A la awm chhun chu hmeichhia, naupang leh tar tlemte chauh an ni. 

Nun hian a khawih loh khaw reh tak tak an ni. Hun chu a tawp tawh a, miten 

engkim a danglam dawn tih an ring a, ni khat chu indona a tawp veleh 

chuan civilization chuan chu in darh zau tak, thi leh nghing tak takte zingah 

chuan hnehna changin a lut dawn tih an ring ta a ni. Ṭhian nei se, keimah 

chauh leh kalsan ka ni lo tih hriat te, venhim theih ka nih te, he mi emaw, 

chu mi emaw inah hian inhumhimna ka nei thei tih hriat hi ka duh khawp 

ang. Chhungkaw nei lo ka ni tih te, ka nu leh pa te chu tuipui kam lehlamah 

chuan hla takah an awm a, chu blue tawp nei lo piah lamah chuan kei leh 

an inkarah chuan tlang sang leh kal theih loh ang mai a awm tih sawi 

theihna pawh ka nei lo. Chu ai chuan min tibuaitu ka pi bulah ka awm tir ta 

zawk a ni. Ka ngaihtuah a, a rawn lang ka hmuh chuan chu aw râpthlâk leh 

râpthlâk tak chuan min ti thinrim hle. Au thawm, au thawm, sawichhiat leh 

tihduhdahna atana siam aw.  

  Rannungte pawhin a aw chu an hlau hle a. A pasal nen chauh chuan a 

crest chu a tihhniam a, a aw volume chu a danglam vek a, beram ri 

bengchheng takah a chang ta a ni. Ka pi chuan hmeichhe naupang te hian 

a chhehvela thil thleng hi a hrethiam thei lo niin a ngai a. Engkim ka 

hrethiam mai ni lovin, chu bâkah, ka ngawi reng lo va, ka awm lo bawk. 

Indona awm reng a ni. Inbeihna tawp nei lo leh hahthlak tak. A chang chuan 

hmalam hun ka ngaihtuah fo thin: a tar tawh a, tanpui theih loh a ni a, kei 

pawh ka naupang a, ka chak bawk a, mahse engkim karah pawh hian ka 

tisual lo ang, ka nihnaah chuan a tel lo.  

  A châng chuan lui ka hnaih a, chutah chuan thawmhnaw sil tur, sil hna 

thawk tur mi ka hmu thin a, chu chu puan leh puan te an sil a, a hmasa 

berah chuan engkim chu vut chhungah an hnim vek a ni. A nih loh leh, 
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shearing period zawhah beram vun sil turin an lo kal a, ni chhuahnaah an 

vawt a, chu chu a var tir a, chutah chuan khum mattress-ah an stuff a ni. 

Tuipui kama lung inkar flake la awmte chu la khawm turin ka kal a, ka rag 

doll chu ka thuam tir a. Engtin nge ka tih ang tih ka hriat loh chuan lui kama 

lungte chu crayfish zawngin ka han chawi kang tan a, thiam takin ka kut 

zungtang hmangin ka lu chungah ka hook a, an kut zungtang chuan ka kut 

zungtang a rawn chil loh nan. In lamah ka hruai a, tlai lamah ka piin mei a 

hal chuan ka hal a, ka ei ta a: ka tan chuan zanriah bik a ni. A châng chuan 

crab ai chuan lung an han chawi meuh chuan, hlauthawng taka frog te te 

chuan vertical jump hmangin chunglam hawiin an kap a, hlauthawng takin 

ka zuang thla thin. Ka khelhpuite an ni tih ka ngaihtuah a, a chang chuan ka 

kal bo a ngai hi ka inchhir thin a, zankhuain thimah chauh ka awmtir thin. 

Zan lama in lama ka haw a ngaih chuan Uncle Michele chu ka au chhuak a, 

ruam chhunga echo lo awm chu hmang tangkaiin. A châng chuan thlasik 

laiin ruam chung lam deuha in pakhata awm Scardino chhungkua an awm 

chuan anmahni tlawh turin ka kal ṭhin. Unau zinga naupang ber Mimma nen 

kan inkhel dun a.  

  Goofy hian doll te tan chair leh table a siam thin a. Darkar tlemte company-

a awm chu a va nuam tak em. Zingah chuan lui kam lehlama bawnghnute la 

tura an kal laiin min rawn call a. Bucket khat tur an nei a, "Concettina" 

chuan a hnute a hmuh chuan a lungawi hle. Bawng neitu, Micca a 

Cappellea chuan min khawngaih a, glass chanve min pe a. Ka pi inah 

chuan kum khatah vawi hnih bawnghnute kan hmu thin: biscuit a siam lai 

leh Easter-a ring egg rawng nei hmanga dove a buatsaih lai te. 

Duhthusamin a lum chuan a hnuhnung ber zawng zawng chu ka skim vek a. 

Ram in pindan chhungah chuan uncle khum, khum tia sawi theih a nih 

chuan, Novara-a sakawr sam nei chu an chhuahsan tawh avangin, board-te 

chu thir trestle pahnih-ah straw mattress nen an dah a. Straw mattress-ah 

ka mu a ngai a, a chungah chuan sipai blanket hlui chauh a awm a, a hrisel 

a, a hring bawk. Nileng pawhin panty tel lovin ka ha thin canvas kawr ha 

chungin ka mu ta a. Zan tin khawsik ka tawrh dan hi sawi chian theih a ni lo. 
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Ruah a sur chuan inchung atanga tui lutte lakkhawmna tur container dah a 

ngai thin. Zanah ka zun a ngai a nih chuan in atanga chhuakin step bulah ka 

tih a ngai a ni. Ka hre lo a nih chuan, engvangin nge ka mumang a nih, leh 

straw mattress-ah ka ti a nih chuan, zing lamah pawh vuakna tam tak ka la 

ang. Aunt Antonia pawh chu nitin a kawr hman ang chiah kha ha chungin a 

muhil a, Uncle Michele erawh a nu tih ang bawkin a inkhuh a.  

  Mut hun chu tih dan pangngai angin a thleng a: a hmasa berin ka mu a, 

chutah chuan aunt turn a ni a, chutah chuan uncle chuan a kawrfual leh 

striped canvas underwear chu a phelh a. Nitin a kawr hak lo deuh chu khum 

lam pan chuan a kal a, dawhkan chunga oil lamp dah chu bang bulah a off 

ta a. Kei, misual tak chuan engtin pawhin ka en lo ang maiin ka han en a: 

meialh tihmit tumin a bawkkhup chuan a silhouette chu bang chungah a 

project a, Chinese thlalak ang maiin, ding-don chu a innghat tih ka hmu a. – 

Aw, a va han nuam tak em! – a ti a, a chhan chu uain a in zawng zawng 

chuan a ti lum em em a ni. An khum bulah chuan kawr pahnih a awm a, chu 

chu theipui hring an dahna tur cane bawm lian pahnih a awm a. Puan 

bawlhhlawh leh thau tak takin an khuh a, a hnuhnung zawkah chuan a pa u 

underwear fai tak chu a awm bawk. Ka khum bula box pakhatah chuan 

chhang leh thlasik laiin sikul ka kal laia ka lu-a an khuh thin scarf an dah a, 

ka underwear leh ka pi te chu an dah bawk. Novara-a mass kan kal hian 

Pathianni chauh ka hmang thin. Ka u te chuan thingtlang lamah kan ha lo 

tur a ni an ti a, a chhan chu hmantlak lohvin kan hawi chhuak dawn a ni.  

  January thla khan vawk chu an that a. Sausage engemaw zat an buatsaih 

a, lard chu an salt bawk. Ke hmin chu terracotta pot-ah lard-a tuiah an dah 

a. May thlaah chuan broad bean thar nen an ei tlangpui a, a chhan chu 

hnam danah chuan a hmain an ei theih loh vang a ni. Vawikhat chu April 

thla a ni a, ka pi hnenah chuan ka ril a tam em em a, chhang nena ei tur ka 

hre lo. Ka pi chuan ka â tawh tih a rawn au chhuak ta a. Ni khat chu sikul 

atanga ka haw laiin Ofelia chu a farnu nen mule track-ah kan inhmu a. An 

nu an chan tawh a, France ram atangin an pa nen an lo haw tawh bawk.  
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  Kei aiin an paler zawk hle a, ka khawngaih a, ka hrilh a: ka awmna 

hmunah hian lo lut rawh u, hetih lai hian ka pi chu tui la turin a chhuak a, 

oven-ah chuan chaw dahna bêl a awm a, la la, in chawm ula mahse don'. t 

say anything then to anyone.- Lawmthu min hrilh a, riltamnain a hruai 

avangin ka thurawn chu hreh lovin an zawm ta a ni. May thla khan uncle-te 

chuan broad bean an siam zawh chuan vawk ke la turin an kal a, chu ai 

chuan lard awmna bêl chauh an hmu ta a ni: pianphungah chuan keimah ka 

ni tih an ngaihtuah a, ni tam tak chhung chu ka pawisa pek theih nan min 

thinrim hle a ni. Chumi ṭum chuan ka chhuang hle a, a chhan chu a vawi 

khatna atan an duhâmna dona ropui takah hnehna ka chan theihna rilru 

nuam tak ka nei a ni. Faina a awm loh avangin in chhung zawng zawngah 

chuan rulhut te chu tihbuai lohvin an lal ta a ni. Zanah ka kawr an seng a, ka 

pi chuan tlai tin olive oil min hnawih thin a, chu chu rulhut ten ka thisen an 

hip loh nan a ni. Zingah chuan ka kawr chu paint ang maiin a lang. Ka pi 

ang bawkin kei pawh hian rulhut ka nei a, ka lu sil ka thiam lo. A lehlamah 

chuan ka pi chuan ka sam chu a curl a, a style reng theih nan tui leh sugar 

hmangin a grease thin.  

  Ka classmate te erawh chu an fai fo thin. An zinga rethei ber pawh keimah 

angin a bawlhhlawh lo. Zirtirtu pawhin mi zawng zawng atanga desk 

hnuhnung ber thlenga min nawr chhuah avangin marginalization 

hnathawhnaah a thawhhlawk hle bawk. Ka taksa chu sawifiah theih loh 

khawpin a bawlhhlawh a. Kum khatah vawi khat luiah min silfai thin a, chu 

chu khawpui chhunga pawimawh ber Ferragosto festival pualin a ni. 

Vawikhat chu ka nu ka ngaihtuah lai chuan kum sarih vel ka ni tawh a, 

brazier vut lum takah chuan ka tlu ta a. Ka kut dinglam ka hal a, ka pi chuan 

Doctor hnenah min hruai lova, nitin herbs hmangin min enkawl a. Pigeon 

egg pahnih ang chi bubble pahnih ka nei a, na takin ka au chhuak a mahse 

a che ngai lo. Mice-in min chil ang maiin ka lang.  

  Thla hnih khat hnuah mak tak maiin ka dam leh a, a chhinchhiahna chu ka 

la nei reng a ni. Sikul kal lai chuan Pathianni khat chu balcony-a ka awm 
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laiin hmeichhe naupang lo chhuk mek pakhat hian Miss Vincenzina-i 

catechism zirnaa kal dun ka duh em tih min zawt a. Eng nge a nih ka hre lo 

a, a chhan chu ka pi hian chawlhni pawimawh ber berte chauh mass-ah min 

hruai thin a, Biak In kal awmzia chu eng nge ni tih ka hrethiam lo. Kan in 

hmaah puithiam pakhat, Father Buemi chu a awm a, mahse vawi tlemte 

chauh ka hmu a, duh lo zet hian ka en a. Ka pi chuan ad nauseam-in min 

hrilh nawn leh a: "Amah i biak chuan chu puithiam chuan i lei a tikehsawm 

ang." Mahse, ka dil a, beisei loh takin catechism zirlai zir phalna ka hmu ta a 

ni. Chu boruak ah chuan ka rilru a hahdam nghal. Nula chuan lehkhabu te 

leh chanchinbu pakhat min pe a. Isua chanchin ka hriat chuan hlimna nasa 

tak ka nei a, ni khat chu ka Communion hmasa ber atan min buatsaih dawn 

tih min hrilh a. In lamah ka sawi dun a, ka la naupang lutuk tih min hrilh a. 

Ka chhang a, dawt sawiin, group chhunga hmeichhe naupang zawng zawng 

hian an ti vek ang. A nihna takah chuan an nemnghet tawh a, chutih rualin 

hmeichhe naupang nen chuan kan inrem reng a, San Nicola puithiam nen 

chuan ni chu kan ruat a: Corpus Christi ni.  

  Chu kawr dum chungchangah chuan buaina a lo chhuak a, mahse mi 

pakhatin aunt hnenah chuan nuns hovin an rent tih a hriattir a. Hun rei tak 

ka nghah ni chu a lo thleng ta: zing lamah Biak In chaw nghei turin min zui 

a. Hmeichhe dangte chu an awm niin a ngai a, a chhan chu catechism lady 

biak tumin hma a la ngai lo. Keimah chauh ka awm tih a hriat chuan min 

sawichhia a: "Liar, rude." Ka zirtirtu pawh chu chu zing chuan midang nen 

mass an nei ve bawk. Hmeichhe thenkhat awmte chuan an ti thlamuang hle. 

Puithiam chu a lo thleng a, ka kut chu a vuan a, sacristy-ah chuan 

confession turin min hruai a. Ka hriat ngai loh thu mawi tak tak min hrilh a. 

Vanram ka thlawk ang maiin ka inhria a, ka rilruah: "Puithiamte hian tawng 

an tikehsawm tih hi a dik lo a, a lehlamah chuan hmeichhe naupang 

hrehawm tawrhna hi an hrethiam zawk a ni," ka ti a. Ka theih chuan hlim 

takin ka kuah a, ka fawp bawk ang.  
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  Penance atan Hail Mary panga min sawi tir a, ka thutna lamah ka kir leh ta 

a. Chutah chuan rei tak ka awm avangin puithiam hnenah eng nge ka sawi 

tih chu a pi chuan min zawt nghal a, kei chuan: - Nula chuan inpuanna chu 

thuruk a ni tih min zirtir a -. - Ni e, mahse a vawi khatnaah min hrilh a ngai a 

ni - harpy chuan a ti nghet sauh sauh a. A theih loh. Mass, Communion a 

awm a, ka chhuah dawn chuan ka u kut chu fawh turin min nawr a,: 

"Khawngaihin malsawm rawh" min ti a. Ka pi atang khan ka tan a, thumal 

inang reng reng, chutah chuan chhungte zawng zawng ka fang kual a. Aunt 

Gaetana chuan lehkhabu te min pe a. Ka ril a tam hle a, mahse tumahin 

chaw min pe lo. A tlangpuiin, inkhawmpui zawh veleh bar-ah biscuit nen 

granita la turin an kal thin a, mahse, an khawlkhawm duhna rilru chuan a 

hneh ta a ni: chawhnu lamah pasta plate khat kan ei a, chawhnu lamah 

chuan thlalaktu hnenah kan kal a, a chhan chu chhungte chuan mom thlalak 

thawn turin an rawt a.  

  

 

  

  Second class ka zo tawh a, mark hniam tak takin ka pass tawh bawk. 

Chumi kum chuan thlasik chhung zawng chu thingtlang lamah kan awm a 

ngai ta a ni. Ka dodal a: - Pathianni tal chu mass-ah ka kal a ngai a, ka pi 

chauh ka tlawh a ngai bawk -. Mi tha tak a ni a, Asthma natna vei a ni. Fanu 

chuan a ngaihsak lo a, a then chu a ngaihsak loh vang a ni a, a then chu a 
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pasal, a ṭhenawmte, chhungte leh a pasalte chunga thinrim fo thinin a 

condition vang a ni.  

  Laundry chu silfai turin ka la a, Michelillo hnen atangin a rukin ka pi 

hnenah ka hruai a chuti lo chuan buaina a awm ang. A pa chungah pawh 

hmangaihna a nei lo: ni khat chu a farnu pakhat chu Castrangia-ah a lo kal 

a, a thih thu a hrilh a. “I chhuah loh chuan i hnuteah ka vuak ang che,” a ti a.  

  

  Khaw chhunga party neih a nih chuan musical band member-te chu 

"pezzo duro" an pe a, chu chu ice cream chu a bik takin a inmil em avangin 

chutiang tia koh a ni. Uncle Michele, a duh loh vang nge, thilphalna thiltih 

danglam takah a hruai lut tih pawh a chiang ngai lo, ka kal pelh lai a hmuh 

chuan min ko a: "Concettina, lo kal la, ice cream chu la rawh". Tin, chuvang 

chuan hun remchang ka hmang a, chutiang hun remchang lo takah chuan 

thil tha tak ka hmang ta a ni.  

  Hun engemaw chen kalta khan Baceno atanga Dr. Cosentino chuan ka 

hriatrengnaah thil chipchiar tak pakhat min hriatchhuah tir a. Band hian 

khawpui kawngpuiah an zai laiin naupangte chuan parade-ah hian tel ve an 

tum a. Mahse an awmna dikna tur chuan member pakhat "hriat" a ngai a ni. 

Chu chu finfiah turin a kut chu a jacket pocket-ah a dah a. Chutiang chuan 

ka u Michele chu ka zui a, chutih lai chuan elementary school zirtirtu leh pa 

nei lo fapa Gianni Cosentino chuan gang hruaitu kawr chhungah a kut a dah 

a.  

  

  Indopui karah chuan Novara-ah bomb thenkhat a tla tan a. Mi zawng 

zawng chu an tlanchhia a, kan hmelhriat thenkhat chuan Castrangia-ah kan 

inhumhim a. Ka tan chuan party a ni a, a chhan chu company-ah ka awm 

thei a ni. A chang chuan shrapnel ri ri chu i hre thei. Thu lungchhiatthlak tak 

chu Orlando pastry dawr neitu fapa chu bomb-in a tikehsawm tih a thleng 

bawk. Domodossola-a nu, a vawi lina naupai chu Rosa leh Antonietta te nen 
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an awm dun ta a ni. Ka pa chu Bersagliere ni turin Sicily-ah koh leh a ni 

tawh. A chhuah hnu thla engemaw zat hnuah a nu chuan hmeichhe 

naupang Emma tia koh a hrin thu leh fa pali neia exempt a nih beisei a nih 

avangin in lama kir leh theihna a nei tih a hre ta a ni.  

  Vanduaithlak takin Domodossola a thlen chuan mak tihna na tak a hmu a: 

Emma chu ni 12 hnuah a dam tawh lo. Ni hnih hnuah hmalam pan leh a 

ngai ta a ni. Thla engemaw zat hnuah - September 8 hnu lama thil chiang lo 

leh muanna awm lo hun lai a ni - sipai hna a tlanchhuak thei a, Novara-ah a 

kir leh a, indona tawp hun nghah turin a nu zawm ta a ni. Kekawrte siamna 

dawr te tak te a hawng a. Nitin amah hmu turin ka kal thin. Shy but shrewd 

for my age, dad chu hmeichhe pasal nei tawh mahse sipai pasal nen mutpui 

tur a ni tih intuition ka nei a. Ni khat chu Piazza Bertolami tlang chhip lama 

box office-ah ka lut a. Dawr dang atanga lo kal chu dad nen an inbia a. Ka 

nu bumtu ka pa mit chu gouge out turin ka index leh middle fingers chuan 

ka pounce a. Ṭhenawmpa chuan min lo dang thei a, ka pa chuan nui chung 

hian “Mind your own business” a ti a. '44 khan tlangval sam dum, amah ang 

bawka sam sei tak a piang...  

  Badiavecchia-ah chuan a pa lam aṭanga a pi chu pum cancer vangin a 

damlo a. Ka pi hnen atangin amah hmu tura kal phalna ka la a. Castrangia 

atang hian ka chhuk fo a, lui kama stretch chu ka kal fo thin. Khumah, 

thlamuang takin ka hre reng a. Pitar chu dawrah chuan a la buai hle a, 

chumi atan chuan hun a hmang tlem hle. A kutah chuan rulhut 

hnawhchhuah tumin olive hnah a dah a, mahse a na zual sauh sauh a, 

chakna a nei tawh lo va, ka hnawtchhuak ta a ni. November 2, 1944 khan 

kum 66 mi niin Vanram panin a thlawk a. Pa chu Sicily-ah a la awm a. A u te 

pawh vuinaah hian an tel ve bawk.  

  A chang chuan ka nu hnen atangin lehkha engemaw zat ka dawng thin. 

Kum '45 khan dad chu Domodossola-ah a kir leh a, '46 khan ka unaupa 

Giuseppe a piang.  
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Bung li - Oil, cobwebs leh mit sual  

 

  

  Khawvel hmun hrang hrangah indona a chhuak a, inbiakpawhna pawh a 

harsa a, Nu hnen atangin thu kan hre tawh lo. Vanneihthlak takin ka pa chu 

Bersaglieri Corps-ah Sicily-ah koh kir a ni tawh a, ni engemaw zat zalenna a 

neih chuan min rawn tlawh a. Indona avang chuan thingtlang lamah mi an 

tam hle a. Ram danga tlanchhiate chu ni sawm leh panga vel an awm 

tlangpui a, mahse chutih lai chuan khawpui chu bomb puak hlauhawm takah 

a awm a, kum khat chhung thingtlang lama awm chu an duh zawk a ni.  

  A chang chuan chu mite bulah chuan ka inhumhim thin. Chhungkaw 

pakhat fa pali nei, ei tur tlachham mahse rilru tha tak nei reng an awm a. 

Theipui hring tam tak neiin tumah pe lo ka u te duhâmna chu ka hmu a: 

kutkawr mawi tak ka la a, a rukin ka rawn hruai a. Chawhmeh atana min pek 

bean thenkhat chu an tan ka khawlkhawm a. Chhang khauh tak pawh: ka pi 

chuan sikul ka kal hmaa ka pocket-a a dah slice chu chu naupangte nen 

chuan ka share a, a let leh nan chuan ziak tur paper engemaw zat min pe a, 

swing-ah min khelh tir a, an zinga pakhat chuan toys, chair leh beds for 

dolls chu kei leh a farnu naupang zawk hnenah a pe a, a farnu upa zawk 

chuan rag doll min siamsak bawk.  

  A chang chuan luiah ka chhuk a, chutah chuan a chhehvela hmeichhiate 

chu vut hmanga an thawmhnaw sil turin an kal a, lung lian pahnih hmanga 

chawi sang bawm chhunga tui lum tura mei alh chu mak ti takin ka en reng 
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thin. Ka pi hian heng operation te hi a tih ka hmu ngai lo. A inbual ngai lo 

tluk a ni emaw, a thawmhnaw thau leh bawlhhlawh tak takte chu a lan 

chhuah loh nan tumah an awm loh laiin luiah a kal thin.  

  Vawi dangah chuan in lama puan puan siam chu ni hnih emaw ni thum 

emaw chhung lung chungah an theh darh thin hmeichhiate chu ka en thin. 

An hnim a, ni lum hnuaiah chuan a var thlengin an vawt a. Ka pi chuan min 

rawn call fo thin mahse ka hre lo ang maiin ka awm thin. Indopui lai khan a 

fanu pawh Turin atangin hmeichhe naupang pakhat nen an lo haw tawh 

bawk. A fapa upa zawk Salvatore zahna avang hian lalnu ang maiin an 

enkawl a ni. Chumi hun chhung chuan khuaah an awm reng a, chu hun atan 

chuan pi chuan sahbawn rimtui tak tak, linen towel, dish dryer, tablecloth leh 

napkin te chu a la chhuak a, chu chuan mi rilru a hneh hle a ni. Chu ai 

chuan chhiahhlawh angin min enkawl a, hna thawk turin min tir a, tuikhuah 

atanga tui la turin min tir a, a chhan chu mikhual tirh chu thil zahthlak tak a 

nih vang a ni.  

  Krismas a lo thleng a, hmar lam nunphung ang chuan zing lamah monu 

chu Nausen Isua hnen atangin a fanu hnenah thilpek mawi tak an pe a: doll 

pakhat atan bêl leh bêl mawi tak tak an pe a. A tan chuan ka hlim hle a, 

mahse chutih rual chuan chutiang thil chu ka chungah a thleng ngai lo a nih 

avangin thinrimnain ka puak darh bawk. Ka chak lo tial tial a. Grape a awm 

a, mahse ei tur chu a pik e: uain atan chuan an nawr a ngai a ni. 

Ṭhenawmte hnen aṭanga rukbo chu i ei thei chauh a ni. Hazelnuts chu an 

khawn khawm a mahse hralh tur a ni. Thingtlang lama rulhut ang maiin a 

rukin thenkhat ka ei a. Ka u te hian Krismas leh Easter-ah chauh biscuit 

siam nan bawnghnute an lei a, a lum laiin teaspoon khatin ka skim thin. Ka 

pi chuan fried egg min buatsaih tam lo hle. Ka tan chuan a fry ngei ka beisei 

fo thin: - I dah bo ang u chuvangin kan neih a, egg laying a liam chuan 

(Messina atanga lo piang tlangval a ni a, thingtlang lamah egg a la khawm 

a, a thar anga a pass off thin) kan a hralh thei a, pawisa a hmu thei -. Thla 

hnih chhung chu artui a khawn khawm a, chutah chuan a hralh ta a ni.  
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  Messina khuaa mi, rulhut leitute chuan an kutah chick an nei ngei ang. 

Theipui chu in a ngai a, tlemte chauh ei theih a ni a, a dangte chu thlasik 

atan hralh emaw, vawn emaw turin ni chhuahnaah vawt turin an dah a ni. 

October thlaah chuan zan lamah chestnut mawi tak tak an siam a. A hnah 

hring a la awm chuan ka u chuan pindan tenau takah (plate-ah ni lovin lamp 

atanga oil rawn tla chhuakin a hnawih mat-ah) dawhkan chungah leh zing 

lamah, a thawh hunah a dah thin pali hnathawhna hmuna kal tur chuan min 

kaitho a, chestnuts chu min pe a, min ti a: "Chawhmeh i ei a". Ka thu awih a, 

riltam vangin ka ei a, mahse hriak ang maiin an thlum a, pumpelh theih 

lohvin ka pum natna min pe a ni. Uncle chuan a inchhuang kual vel a: - Ka 

niece hi ka hmangaih a, zan rei tak a la nih chuan chestnuts pawh ka 

buatsaihsak thin -. A nihna takah chuan ka pa u chuan a mitthlaah huatna a 

nei a. A châng chuan a thinrim hunah chuan an sen, mei ang maia sen an ni 

ṭhin: te tak te pawh ni se, chu mitte chuan a hmai chu a rawn bei ṭhin. An te 

chu khur te tak te ang maia thuk tak, huatna lo luang chhuak ang mai an ni. 

Chutih lai chuan dysentery leh worms te chuan hnehna an chang ta a ni. A 

chang chuan ka pi chuan oil teaspoon khat min pe thin. Hei hian rulhut te 

chu a ti bo a, a rilru hneh turin a ti muangchang a... chutah chuan 

"prichentu" hmangin a tan ta a: - Mazzai un vermu gruossu quennu ìa 

pagana, ùa u mazzu chi sugnu all Christian. A nih loh leh Thawhlehniah i 

hre emaw, Thawhlehniah i hre emaw, Inrinniah i hre emaw, Thawhlehniah i 

hre emaw, Vinardì-ah emaw i hre emaw, Sabutu-ah emaw i hre emaw, 

matteia du jurnu of Easter u viermu sturdudu a tierra casca.  

  (Pagan ka nih lai khan rulhut thau tak ka that a, tunah chuan Kristian angin ka that ta 

a ni. Thawhlehni Thianghlim, Inrinni Thianghlim, Inrinni Thianghlim, Thawhlehni 

Thianghlim, Good Friday, Zirtawpni Thianghlim, Easter ni zingah a stunned worm chu 

leiah a tla thla ta a ni).  

Engtin nge ka dam khawchhuah ka hre lo.  

  

Hetah hian parenthesis kan hawng a.  
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  Kum tam tak a liam a, ka pum a na a. Room khat ang vela lian machine 

hmanga x-ray ti turin ka kal a. Ulcer a awm em tih en turin white pap min pe 

a. Vanduaithlak takin engmah hmuh tur a awm lo. Radiologist chuan 

gastritis a ni a ti a, ka natna tihziaawm nan palliatives engemaw zat min pe 

bawk. Tui spoon khat pawh ka pum ka ei theih lohna hmunah ka thleng ta. 

Kum sawmnga vel ka ni tawh a. Piacenza atanga lo kal Armando thianpa 

Paolo chuan specialist hnenah min hruai turin min rawt a. Dr. Mazzeo 

hnenah pawh a lo kal a. Gastroscopy instrument chu kawchhung pawnah a 

lut thei lo. Doctor chuan, “He hmeichhia hi chhanchhuah dan tur ka hre lo,” 

a ti a, “pylorus chu khar a ni,” a ti a. Gastroscopy nei zawng zawng chuan 

anmahni kein room chu an chhuahsan vek a. Kei chu stretcher-ah chuan IV. 

Doctor chuan thla hnih chhung chu damdawi chak tak min pe a. Ka rawn 

haw chuan instrument chu a la pass lo. Thla thum chhung damdawi chak 

zawk dang.  

  Tlawh hmasak ber atanga thla nga hnuah chuan instrument chuan pylorus 

chu a rawn tichhia tan ta a ni. "Thilmak!" Dr. Mazzeo chuan a ti a. Vawikhat 

chu tube an lakchhuah chuan congenital nge caused tih hriatthiam nan 

zawhna tam tak min zawt a. Ka tap tan ta a: "Zizi-a'n rulhut tan a chang 

chuan min pek thin hriak kha a ni mai thei." Doctor chuan a sam ah a kut a 

dah a: "Oil? Tin, i la dam reng bawk!". Enkawlna chu chhunzawm zelin 

gastroscopy chu ka ti leh fo thin.  

  Ka nunna chhanhimtu Doctor Mazzeo vangin tunah chuan kum tam tak a 

liam hnuah containment medicine tlemte chauh hmangin chaw ka ei thei ta.  

  

  Balcony atanga mi pakhatin a rawn koh chuan a pi chuan a lu a ti kual 

reng a. Chumi hnuah chuan ferroquine glass te tak te chu a pum ruak 

chunga ei turin an fuih a. A pasal chu lei turin a rilru a hneh a, zing lamah 

glass pakhat min pe bawk.  
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  Chu bâkah, chu in chhûngah chuan rinna dik lo pawh a lal a ni. A pa u 

chuan a uain a in avang hian lu a na fo thin a, mahse a sawi dan chuan a 

chhan chu tu emaw mit sual vang a ni. Nupui chuan a hnawhchhuah a ngai 

a: tui tlem nen plate pakhat a la a, chi tlem leh hriak tlem a theh a, chutah 

chuan lu natna atan prichentu hmangin a tan ta a: - Ogliu biridittu, ogliu 

santissimu, he inah hian lo kal la, hei hi hnawt rawh morocchiu, ogliu 

biriditto, chhuak la, he mammucca hi hnawt chhuak rawh... (Hriak malsawm, 

hriak thianghlim ber, he inah hian lut la, he mit sual, hriak malsawm hi hnawt 

chhuak rawh, chak takin he diabola hi hnawt chhuak rawh...).  

  He hriak malsawmna hmun hi a zau zel chuan an rin dan chuan mit sual 

chu a hnawtchhuak thin. Chumi hnu rei vak lovah chuan pindan kil liah tui 

an theh a, a lu na chu a reh ta.  

  Hliam tihdam nan cobwebs chu hriak nen an pawlh a, sa te tak te chu 

broth siam nan an hmang bawk. Chu thil inzawmkhawm rapthlak tak chu, an 

sawi dan chuan, tihsual theih loh a ni! Zing lamah chuan magnesia awmna 

tui glass khat min pe a. Rei vak lo hnuah, ka khur vek a, ka chhuah zalen 

theih nan khaw lumah ka chhuak a ngai ta a ni. Ka dam leh chuan 

hmeichhe pakhat magic trick ti thin hnenah min tir a: ka lu atanga ka ke 

thlengin hrui hmangin min teh a, ka kut horizontal te pawh chutiang bawk 

chuan min teh bawk. Piece pakhat a bo a nih chuan chu kum atan chuan 

thihna a veng thei a ni.  

  Anmahni kawnga pa u te chuan Pathian, Mithianghlimte, Madonna rinna 

nei mah se. Kum tin September 8th khan Tindari-ah kein an kal thin a, 

khawpui atanga kilometer sawmli vel a hla Black Madonna tana inhlanna 

hmun thianghlimah an kal thin. Kum nga ka nih atang khan chu penance 

chu ka tih a ngai tawh.  

  Sanctuary of Tindari-a pilgrimage neihna pual hian, a pi chuan puan 

atanga cappini (slippers) a siam hma ni khatah khan. Uncle chu a hun takah 

ramsa man turin a kal a, ramsa pakhat emaw pahnih emaw chu chaw siam 
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turin a rawn hruai haw a. Mihring rilru put hmang tha tak siam turin aunt 

chuan stuffed aubergines a buatsaih bawk. Darthlalangah chuan a en a, 

puanin a hmai a tifai a. Chutih lai chuan hla "Where is zazà, my beauty" tih 

chu a lar hle a, "zizì" tia koh ka thiam ta a ni.  

  Zan dar sawm leh pakhat vel khan Tindari lam panin kan chhuak a, zing 

khawvar veleh kan thleng ta a. Ka chak lohna avanga chau leh chau tak ka 

nih avangin tui thianghlim vawi tam tak ka dil a, mahse chau dang zawng 

zawng angin stall atang chuan an lei lo: biak in bula awm tuikhuah 

awmchhun, tui lum luang chhuak chu an dil a, chu chu tui lum a luang 

chhuak a ni khaw lum tihreh nan a pui lo. Thuthlung hluiah chuan 

chickpeas, broad beans leh cannellini beans te an lei a, chumi hnuah mass 

an kal a, Madinuzza an tawngtai a, an chhuah dawnah chuan an khaw 

mipuite leh ka pa lamte nen an inhmu a. Chawhnu lamah chuan a 

chhehvela olive thing hnuaiah chaw ei turin kan kal a. Ka chau em em chu a 

zahthlak hle a, chu ni chuan a nihna takah chuan ṭhiante hmaah impression 

ṭha tak siam turin ei tur duhthusam tak tak a awm fo ṭhin. Chawhmeh ei tur 

chu oven-a siam ramsa rabbit pakhat, a hma zan hnih khat kalta khan a pa 

u chuan a lo man fo thin a, stuffed aubergines leh peppers, grapes leh in 

lama siam biscuit te a tel a ni. In lama kir leh tur chuan ṭhiante chuan lirthei 

hmanrua an hmang a: car emaw, sakawr khalh tawlailir emaw. Ka en reng 

a, kea kir leh turin ka inhnukdawk tawh. Sakawr khalh theihna ka neih 

chuan uncle a awm chauhvin, chuti lo chuan a hrehawm hle.  
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Bung pangana - Owls te  

 

  

  Sakhaw chungchânga la awm reng chungin, ka pa u chu unau pawla mi a 

nih avângin, San Giorgio kohhranah Palm Sunday-ah inpuang leh inbiak 

pawhna an nei a ni. Inkhawm hi zing dar nga velah neih a ni a, puithiam 

chuan chapel pakhatah mipa zawng zawng chu a inpuang hmasa a, chutah 

chuan hmeichhiate tan confessional lam pan chuan a kal ta a ni.  

  A pi tur a lo thlen chuan, shawl dum lian tak ha chuan, a theih ang anga 

inkhuh turin thawmhnaw chu grate bulah a rawn hruai hnai a: chamomile 

inhalations a lak a ngai ang maiin a lang. A inpuang a, chutah: - Tunah 

chuan i turn a ni ta - min hrilh a. Kum khat chhungin confession siam ka duh 

viau nachungin ka ti thei lo. Ka pi chuan min hau a: "Lalpa hi i nuihzat tur a 

ni lo, kum khatah vawi khat chauh a tawk, chuti lo chuan i mit pawhin sual i 

tih theih avangin host lak i phu lo ang," tiin.  

  Dar 9 vel khan Holy Mass, communion leh in lamah haw nghal a ni. A hma 

ang bawkin chhan tlemte vangin a pa u chuan thu a tiam tan a, nervous 

cough a nei ta a ni. Sawifiah theih loh khawpa thil thleng a thleng a: chumi 

ni chuan eng emaw chhan vanga miin a mamawh a nih chuan an chil chhak 

thei lova, chuti lo chuan Lalpa chu an kâ aangin an paih chhuak ang. 

Vanduaithlak takin a lo thleng a nih chuan jug khuhna chu a la a, a 

chhungah a chil a chhuah ang a, tui leh sugar nen a tui chu a in leh ang. 

Hapta Thianghlim chhung hian puithiamin zanlai thuchah a buatsaihah tel 

ve turin zanah pawh khawpui chhungah an riak thin. Nilaini khan colombe 

chu an buatsaih a, biscuit dough chi hrang hranga siam, egg hard-boiled tui 
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leh anella, toxic coloring ingredient nena chawhpawlh. Good Friday zing 

chaw ngheiah chuan buhfai hnah hmanga chei biak in zawng zawng kan 

tlawh a, chutah chuan kum khat chhunga damna tur tichiangtu fanu hnah 

pathum (damdawi chi rimtui tak) kan ei a.  

  Kraws-a khenbeh Isua tihnat loh nan nilengin hna i thawh a ngai lo va, i 

puan chuan zungbun a hrual ang a, i taksa tihnat hlauhawmna a awm tih i 

hmuh chuan, leh a dangte. Chumi ni atan chuan eng thil pawh ti ila, vuak 

pawh ka tawk lo, chuti lo chuan Isua a tap mai ang. Zirtawpni dar sawm leh 

pakhatah Remna leh Thawhlehna Mass a awm a. Naupang zawng zawngte 

chuan puithiam malsawmna dawng tur leh chumi hnua ei turin savawm an 

rawn keng vek a. Chu lungawina chu ka la bo thei ngai lo a ni, a chhan chu 

Easter hnu Thawhlehni-a sikul kalna tur atana ka dove chu egg pahnih 

hmanga ka chhanchhuah a ngai a ni. Zirtirtu hnenah chuan egg pakhat ka 

hlan a ngai a. Easter ni chuan lal pasta atanga siam beram no te tak te min 

lei sak a, a te ber chu sum tam lutuk lo turin. Uncle chu a stingy lutuk a, mei 

chunga pan atanga soot lo chhuak chuan a pheikhawk chu a ti eng a. Ka pi 

chuan hna a thawk zo tih a hriat a, an pawisa pek a nih chuan: "I pa chu 

pawisa a rawn keng em tih zawt rawh," tiin min fuih a.  

  Ani nen chuan sal tê pahnih ang maiin kan biak a ngai ta mai a, chu chu a 

sawn a, lire sawm a pe a, lire panga min pe bawk. Ka pawisa chu piggy 

bank lam pan tura ruat a nih avangin ka hmang thei lo. Vawikhat chu ka pi 

hnenah lottery khelh ka duh thu ka hrilh a. A chak theih a beisei avangin a 

remti ta a ni. Ka ta chu dawt a ni. A nihna takah chuan ka classmate-te nena 

khaikhin chuan incheina lamah pawh harsatna ka nei tih ka hria: skirt an nei 

a, mahse ka pi chuan a duh lo va, full dress ka ha a ngai ta a ni. An vai hian 

cotton knee socks dum, brown emaw blue emaw an ha vek a, kei chuan a 

socks orange a siam chu ka insiamrem a ngai a, a rawng chu a dang aiin a 

man a to zawk. Khup chunglam elastic band hmanga thlawp ka ha a, mahse 

harsatna lian ber chu, ke tel lo chuan ke ruh thlengin an thleng a ni. A 

chungah chuan socks tawi tak, cuffs nei ka ha a. Ka marginalized tawk tawh 
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a, ka thawmhnaw avang pawhin ka langsar a ngai bawk. Lire nga hmang 

hian class ka luh hmaa zing ka hak tur socks mawi zawk lei ka tum a. 

Chumi ni chuan dawr chu an khar a. Pawisa nen chuan ka haw thei lo a, a 

chhan chu ka pi chuan a hmu ngei ang. Mule track-a lung hnuaiah thup ka 

ngaihtuah a. Zanah ruah a sur a, lehkhaa siam an nih avangin an inthen 

darh vek a, chu chu a tuk zingah ka la chhuak tura ka kal khan ka 

hrechhuak ta a ni.  

  Ni sawm leh panga a liam a, ka pi chuan lottery ka la tawh em tih min zawt 

a. Chutih lai pawh chuan ka rinawm lo va, a ni ka ti. Chu pawisa chu a 

thleng ngai lo. Good Friday-ah chuan Our Lady of Sorrows chawimawina 

kawngzawh an neih laiin zirtirtu nen an inhmu a, hrilhfiahna a dil a. 

Mualphonain ka thi dawn ta. Naturally chuan engkim a hre lo va, a mitmeng 

na tak hnuaiah chuan ka pi hnen atangin vawi hnih ka beng a. Duhthusam 

takin sikul ka kal fo thin a, mahse result tha lo tak ka nei thin. Tuman min 

hrethiam lo va, recommendation vangin ka promote fo bawk a, chuvang 

chuan ka nu chu a thlamuang hle a, min zir tir fo thin. Ui chauh nen chuan 

ka tha khawp mai, ni khat chu zu rui pa u chu khawpui atangin tripe 

engemaw zat kengin a lo haw a, rannung chuan a ei tur atan a piece a la ta 

a ni. Sipaiten musket an hnutchhiah chu la in, thingtlang hmun zau takah 

chuan a that ta a ni. Ka tan chuan beidawnna lian tak a ni.  

  Threshing time-ah chuan ṭhenawmte lo huana buhfai leh barley la awmte 

chu la turin ka kal a, bag-ah ka dah a, lui kama Mrs. Tindara-i mill-ah ka 

hruai a. Chutah chuan Novara hnenah chuan chhangphut chu ka nu cousin 

hnenah ka hruai a, ani hi hmeithainu a nih avangin fa te te pahnih neiin zing 

lamah thingtlang lamah thingpui lum turin a kal a, a chhangphut rawn 

kengtute tan chhang siam turin oven a hal a, sum engemaw zat a hlawh a, 

naupangte tan chhang tlem tal.  

  September thlaah chuan theipui a lo puitlin chuan thlai chu ka lawn a, thei 

tui tak takte chu ka la a, a hnah atanga hruihrual hmanga khai, cane bawm 

chhungah ka dah a. Theipui chu an tan a, ni chhuahnaah chuan canopy-ah 
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a vawt turin an dah a. Ni engemaw zat hnuah chuan an lo vawt ta a. Basket 

lian takah phun an ni a, thlasik laiin an ei thin. Chu hun duhawm takah 

chuan thingtlang atanga thenawm khawveng Mrs. Amah tlawh turin ka kal fo 

thin. Naupang tam tak nu a ni. An zinga pakhat Carmelo chu epileptic a ni. A 

chang chuan hmuh tur a awm tawh lo. Nu lungngai tak chuan a zawng turin 

a kal a, nuam ti takin ka zui ve bawk.  

  Pawl nga ka nih lai khan zirtirtu chuan kan nu leh pate hnenah "The Little 

Alpine" film en turin cinema-ah min hruai dawn tih hriattir turin min ti a. 

Uncle-te chuan: "Chu bawlhhlawh chu en turin in kal lo." A hmaa puithiam 

farnu chuan: "I tirh a ngai a ni, kei pawhin ka la hmu lo," tiin a lo hre tawh a. 

Tichuan an insawn a, ka kal thei ta a ni.  

  Nu hnen atangin sweets kengin package pakhat a lo thleng tawh a. Sikul-

ah thenkhat ka rawn hruai tawh bawk. Ṭâm hun lai a ni a, sweets pawh a 

tlachham hle. Ka zirtirtu farnu hian pawl lina a zirtir a, kei chu pawl nga ka 

nih laiin. Kei aia rethei zawk hmeichhe naupang damlo tan sweets a dil a, a 

tan ka dah vek a ni.  

  Kum 1945 khan ka pa chu Domodossola-ah a kir leh a. Kum 1946 April 

thla khan ka hmu leh a, a bulah chuan ka nu naute beisei chu a awm bawk.  

  Ni sawm vel chu ka nu leh pa bulah hlim takin hun kan hmang a. Ka pi leh 

pu leh ka u te tlawh turin ka kal fo thin a, chuvang chuan ka duh ang zat ka 

ei a, ka pi zuartu hnen atangin soda tam tak ka in bawk. A tawpah chuan ka 

nu chuan Italy hmar lamah min hruai a duh a, mahse ka pi, dawt sawi leh 

mahni hmasial reng reng chuan min kalsan turin a rilru a hneh ta a ni. Grade 

nga ka ni a, ka fragility ngaihtuah chuan ka buai fo thin. Exam ni lai chuan a 

unaupa naupang pian thu chu a lo thleng ta a. Hlim takin, mahse a rualin 

lungngai takin, hlimna leh hrehawm takin ka tap a. Hemi vang pawh a ni mai 

thei, exam laia ka hmui ka hawng lo chung pawhin zirtirtu chuan min 

promote a. Chumi kum chuan an khuaah high school section an din a, ka 

classmate zawng zawng deuhthaw chuan entrance exam atan an 
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inbuatsaih tawh a, chutah chuan an lut ta a ni. Ka tan chuan chance a awm 

lo: ka u te chuan chutiang sikul chu owl chauh an kal tih an ring tlat a. Dik 

tak chuan high school an zawh chuan Messina-ah master degree zir turin 

an kal a ngai ta a ni. Ka nu leh pate hian lehkhabu man tur pawisa thawn 

dan tur ngaihtuah a ngai a, sum senso engmah an siam lo ang. Ka zir 

chhunzawm duh vangin ka tap reng a. Chumi hnuah chuan kum hnih 

chhung awh tur professional course-ah inziak lut turin min pe a, chu chu 

kum hnih chhunga middle school chhe tak ang chi a ni. Mi rethei ber berte 

chu an kal a, engti kawng pawhin ka pawm. Ka kal leh chhuak a, zing leh 

chawhnu lamah course ka kal a. School chu a inhmeh lo hle: mipa buai ber 

berte chuan Mathematics zirtirtu director lakah kut an phar a, Italian leh 

French zirtirtu te pawh an ti tlu bawk. Hmeichhe naupangte hnenah 

inchhung hna an zirtir a, mipa hnenah agriculture hriatna an zirtir bawk. A 

nihna takah chuan engmah kan zir lo. Ka hlawkna chu zakzum leh zirlai 

tuihalna nasa tak ka neih avangin a tha hle.  

  Sikul kum tawp hmain zirtirtuten charity theatre atan min buatsaih tawh a. 

Street urchin ang maia incheiin ka inlan a ngai ta a ni. Chutah chuan a pa u 

kawrfual a awm a, shorts chu a awm lo. Ka pi ka hrilh chuan: "Bond dah tur 

chuan mi â i ni," tiin a au chhuak a. Ka rilru a hah lo: Barber nupui Liezza 

hnenah chuan a fapa kawrfual loan dil turin ka kal a. Chuvangin 

performance tlai lamah chuan kawngpuiah urchin angin ka inchei a, kutbeng 

tam tak leh ka u te beidawng tak karah, chu chu he hun atan hian mipui 

zingah an tel a ni.  

  Vanduaithlak takin chu kum hnih pawh chu a liam ta a, a hma ang bawkin 

leh a hma aia nasa zawkin ka awm tawh tih ngaihtuahin chatuan atan sikul 

ka zo ta a ni.  
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Bung rukna - Khawngaihin min ngaidam rawh  

(Arsi eng) .  

 

  

  Kum sawm leh pahnih ka nih laiin ka nu chu August thla khan ka pa leh ka 

unaupa naupang zawk nen min rawn tlawh a, ka hmuh hmasak ber a ni. A 

hmel te tak te ka hmuh chuan ka hlim hle a, chu ni chu ka nunah a tha ber 

zinga mi niin ka hre reng. Ka nu leh pate chuan sikul kal leh turin min hruai 

an tum tlat a, mahse ka pi chuan a vawi sawm lehna atan chu ngaihtuahna 

chu a titawp ta a ni: chu hna chu zir ṭhat beiseiin puan siamtu hna thawk 

turin min tir ang. Chutiang chuan a thleng ta a, ka duh loh zawngin. Ka nu 

leh pa an chhuak a, Sicily-ah chuan mi â ang maiin ka awm ta a ni. Chuta 

tang chuan thlamuanna ka nei tawh lo va, a rukin ka tap fo thin. Ka u te 

chuan ka nu leh pate hian anmahni angin min hmangaih lo ngei ang tih an 

sawi a, fanu angin min enkawl a ni (fanu pawhin keimah ang bawk hian 

hrehawmna a tawk ngei ang). Ni khat chu ka pi chu khawpui chhunga puan 

siamtu tha ber, ka nu pawhin hna a zir tawhna hnenah chuan min la dawn 

em tih zawt turin a kal a. Dressmaker chuan hmeichhe naupang pariat a nei 

tawh a, a tipung thei lo tih a chhang a. A tuk zingah chuan a pi chuan a rilru 

hneh turin egg engemaw zat a rawn keng a, ani chuan: - Thla khat hnuah lo 

haw leh rawh, apprentice zinga pakhat chu Turin lam panin a chhuak mai 

thei a, i niece tan hmun a thlawna a la awm A hun takah chuan thla khat 

hnuah ka pi chuan laboratory-ah min tir ta a. Metre khat leh a chanve aia 

sang lo nula chuan min lo hmuak a: "Awle, ka khawngaih che avangin ka 
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hruai ang che, thingtlang lama awm ai chuan ka hnena lo kal i duh zawk 

ang tih ka ngaihtuah a ni." i pi nen." Chutianga a ngaihtuah chu a dik lo vek 

lo. A tuk dar riat velah ka rawn lang ta. "Laboratory chu sweep tan la, chutah 

chuan lei i silfai ang," min ti a. Thuziak chu ka tan chuan a rimchhia tan ta. 

Ka theih ang tawkin tihfai ka tum ta a. Kei chu a te deuh a, kum sawm leh 

pahnih ka ni a, mahse ka hmel chu kum riat vel a ni.  

  Khual sil dan ka hre lo: thingtlang lamah chuan lung atanga siam a ni a, 

khuaah, tiles awmnaah chuan ka pi chuan a chhe lo turin a sil ngai lo. Ka 

theihtawp chhuah ka tum a, mahse ka inbual that loh avangin seamstress 

chuan ass min ti a. Dar kua velah chuan hnathawkte chu an lo thleng a, thil 

thar (hmeichhe naupang) chu an ngaihven tan ta a ni. Khawngaihna boruak 

nen min en vek a. An thusawi ka hre a, nunna atana thil pawimawh tak takte 

ka hriat loh avangin ka mangang hle. A chang chuan seamstress hna 

engemaw zat min pe a, ka tih duh loh thil, lehkha ka zir theih loh avanga ka 

thinrim fo thin. Chumi ni chuan a tha lam a awm a: chawhnu lamah 

thingtlang lama kir leh ngai tawh lovin in lamah ngawi rengin ka ei a, 

dawhkanah napkin ka theh a, glass, tui bottle leh plate ka remkhawm a. A 

tawi zawngin, chhang leh cheese khauh tak ei tur chuan mi pangngai zawng 

zawng ang bawkin dawhkan siam chu nuam ka ti hle. Chawhmeh eikham 

chuan ka ṭhenawm pakhat, kei aia kum 9-a upa leh puan siamtu hnenah ka 

kal a. Ka naivety chu ka mit a tivar sak a. A nu, a farnu pakhat, elephant ke 

nei leh damlo dang pakhat chu a bulah an awm a.  

  A chang chuan soup bawm khat ei turin min sawm thin. Seamstress chuan 

naupang thawmhnaw chungah cross-stitch embroidery siam turin min pui 

turin min ti a. Vawikhat chu lungngaihna harsatna ka tawk a, hna chu a 

chanve ka thawk zo vek a. Vawi khat dang chu, out of spite, brazier atanga 

vut chu ka la a, staircase-ah ka tuh ta a. Anni chuan: “Tunge awm? Natna 

ka kai dawn em ni?”. A tawpah chuan min hrethiam a, min ngaidam ta a ni.  

  A châng chuan Antoniano naupang nu leh pa nei lote nêna inkhel tûrin 

Antoniano-a nunna nei lote hnênah ka chho ṭhin. An dam chhung an hman 
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dan tur ruahmanna felfai taka an hman avangin tlem ka ensan a. Dawhkan 

chu mumal taka siam reng chungin an ei a, chutah chuan an inkhel a, a 

tawpah chuan hun ruatah tawngtai hmangin Pathian inpeknaah an inpe ta a 

ni. Ka ngaihtuah a: - Vanneihthlak takin an nu leh pa an nei tawh lo a, chuti 

chung chuan nuns te nen an khawsa tha hle a, kei erawh chuan nu leh pa 

ka nei a mahse heng bears of uncles te nen hian awm dun ka ngai ta a ni -. 

An hriat lohvin, a hnua zawhna boring tak tak an awm loh nan, a chang 

chuan khaw chhunga awm paternal aunt pakhat tlawh turin ka kal thin. Ka 

nu leh pa hnena lehkha thawn turin pawisa ka dil a, min hruai turin ka ngen 

a.  

  Kum tin November thla khan Piano Vigna-a neih thin Sant’Ugo fair-ah min 

hruai thin. He hmunah hian pa lam atanga pi leh pu te chuan shed an siam 

a, chutah chuan sa grilled leh sausage an siam a, chu chu wine glass tha 

tak nen an hralh dun thin. Ka tan chuan ka pa lam chhungte nen kan awm 

dun theihna hun remchang a ni a, sa tha tak tak ei tur leh soda rawng hrang 

hrang in tur te, brazier, lantern, leilung bawm, quart leh bumbaelli hralhna 

stall te en theihna hun remchang a ni.  

  A tuk zingah chuan Badia Vecchia-ah Sant’Ugo ruai hmang turin kan kal 

leh a, mass, procession tenau tak kan nei leh a, chutah chuan ka pi leh pute 

dawrah kan kal leh a, anni chuan sausage, chhang leh soda min rawn pe a, 

hei hi ball-a khar bottle te tak te atanga lo luang chhuak a ni internal lamah 

chuan.  

  Krismas hma vawikhat chu Messina-ah ni 3 chhung kan kal a. Kan 

chhungte nen kan mu dun a. Ka duh lo deuh: a pa u te hnenah chuan 

bazarah loneitu pakhat hnen atangin artui a ru tih a sawi a, chu chuan a 

ngaihtuahna a tibuaitu a ni. Catechism-ah khan rukbo tur a ni lo tih ka lo zir 

tawh a. Zan lamah ka fanu nen mi fel tak, milem siamtu hnenah kan kal a. 

Thilphal taka awm tur chuan ka u te chuan lei nan pawisa min pe a. 

Castrangia dawhkan greased chungah chuan nativity scene ka siam thei ta 

a. Asparagus hnah leh cotton flake thenkhat hmangin khum ka siam a. Zan 
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lamah chuan Nausen Isua bula walnut hnah hring leh hrui chi khat hmanga 

siam candle pahnih boruak chu nuam ka ti hle. Uncle Michele pawhin chu 

ngaihtuahna chu a lawmpui hle a, lawmman min pe duh a: "Ntoia, peel two 

prickly pears", ka pi chuan an dahna khum hnuaiah chuan hruai turin a kal 

ta a.  

  Novara-ah chauh mu turin ka ding a, Krismas novena neih lai khan ka 

ṭhenawm Antonietta nen inkhawmah kan kal a, chu chu zing dar 5-ah 

Annunziata biak inah neih a ni. Biak in hnung lamah chuan sacrist chuan 

chair te chu man chawiin a pe a. In atangin kan rawn hruai a. Kan haw 

kawngah chuan engineer-a washerwoman Carolina kan tlawh a, zingkar 

hma takah stairs hnuaiah hna a thawk tawh a. Chutih lai chuan San 

Francesco tuikhuah atanga tui quart lian tak tak la turin a kal tawh a, thing 

tub chu a khat turin. Ani chuan: “Caùsi, hetah hian lo nghak rawh, nizan 

khan mi felte hian biscuit an la nei em tih ka en dawn a, chutiang chuan 

chawhmeh i ei thei ang” a ti a. Kut ruakin a kir leh ngai lo tluk a ni. 

Antonietta chu rawn chho turin ka sawm a, brazier chu kan hal ta a. 

Carolina chuan ei tur dang a hmuh loh chuan chhang khauh tak leh 

“bumbaello” tui glass khat la turin kitchen-ah ka kal a. Doilies siam turin dar 

8 thleng kan ding a, chutah kan thlah ta a: Workshop-ah ka kal a, Antonietta 

chu a nu tanpui turin a inah a kal a, unaupa 8 nei fanu awmchhun a nih 

avangin.  

  Novara-ah chauh pawh hian ram mi ang maiin ka inhria. Pi Turi tlawh tura 

ka kal chuan a window ka tifai a, "a srea" (a tip) min pe a. Nail polish lei turin 

ka kal a. Ka u te nen kan inhmu dawn tih ka hriat chuan paih chhuah nan 

solvent pawh ka lei bawk. Talcum powder chu powder atan ka hmang a. 

Alas: ni khat chu ka hmaiah ka dah a, ka harsatna, chil chhak leh 

sawichhiatnate ka paltlang a. “Chu bawlhhlawh man kha khawi atanga i lak 

nge?”. Tin, kei chuan: “Falur a ni tih i hmu thei lo em ni?”. Hetih lai hian 

ṭhenawmte chu veng dangah an insawn tawh a. Ni khat chu circus-a kal 

turin min sawm a. “Pawisa ka nei lo...” ka ti a. Ka hnenah an loan a. 
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Chawhnu lamah chuan lawnga chuangte chu laboratory-ah show en turin: 

trapeze-a sakeibaknei, sakawr te chunga chuang naupang, sakeibaknei, 

clown, thil hmuh ngai loh thil. Vanduaithlak takin lire 8 ka hmu a ngai ta a ni.  

  Ni engemaw zat hnuah Castrangia ka kal lai chuan San Salvatore-ah 

chuan loneitute hnen atanga thlai lei bag khata khat sikul kawppui nu nen 

kan inhmu a. Khawpuiah ka kir leh thei ang em tih min zawt a (chutih laia a 

rilru put hmang avang chuan a bag kengin square-a kal a zak thin!). Tip 

hmang hian sum engemaw zat hmuh ka ngaihtuah a, ka remti ta a. 

Vanduaithlak takin harsa takin a in a thlen avangin buhfai pali min pe a. Ka 

rilru a hah lo. Fantina atanga lo kal nula pakhat hnenah doily ka hralh atang 

khan lira khat ka hlawh a. Cardboard Pinocchios ka siam a, ke leh kut chu 

hrui hmanga tihchet a ni. Naupang thenkhat chuan cheng tlemtein an lei a. 

Ngaihtuahna dang: naupang rethei tan sunglass. Bar hmaah chuan 

transparent colored candy wrappers ka zawng a. Sugar paper hmangin 

frame chu ka cut chhuak a, cent dang pawh ka la let leh thei ta a ni. Thla 

hnih hnuah chuan lire 8 chu ka pe let leh thei ta a ni.  

  Pitar chuan kum upa tawh mah se, kum nga a nih atanga a lo neih tawh 

asthma leh hernia chuan thingtlang lamah a ngaihtuahna tihbuai a tum a, a 

fanu chu a tlawh ngai lo tluk a nih avangin. A fanu Messina atanga a lo thlen 

khan thla hnih chhung chu a dam tha hle a: a thawmhnaw a sil a, kum khat 

chhunga a khawlkhawm zawng zawng tihfai nan in chu a tikehsawm a.  

  Kan inhmuh chuan ka hnenah: "I pi hi mualphona a ni a, putar rethei tak 

chu bawlhhlawh takah chutiang chuan i tuar tir thei lo," a ti thin. Zan lamah 

report turin ka kal a, mahse a pi chuan a farnu chu a sawisel a: - Ram mi a 

ni a, a duhzawng a ngaihtuah thei -. Tin, ka chhang a: "I sawi dik e, i tihfai 

dan kha ka hmu tawh: urinal pawh acid hmangin i silfai a, a eng leh ta a ni." 

Hetih lai hian min rawn beng a, a chhan chu heng thilte hi sawi tur a nih loh 

vang leh ka tenawm hle a ni.  
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  Ni khat chu ka pi chuan pawisa engemaw zat min pe a, workshop-a nula 

ten an sawi thin hla bu pakhat ka lei a. Hun engemaw chen chu ka thup thei 

a, mahse tlai khat chu hun ka nei lo va, a pa u chuan a lo hriat tawh chuan 

heti hian a tiam tan ta a: - He bawlhhlawh mawi lo tak pawh hi, tunah chuan 

mi tihbuaitu i ni ta -. Chu thu chu a hriat chuan a hmaiah ka paih thla ta a. 

Ka helna chu a hmu lo va, ka kawrfual kawrfual chu a phelh thla a, nasa 

takin min vuak tan ta a. Kum sawm leh pathum vel ka ni a, chu chu a nupui 

hnena a sawi vawi khatna a ni: - Nula pakhat chu Italy hmar lam pan tur a ni 

tih ka hria a, i farnu chu khuaah zui la, a nu leh pa hnenah thawn rawh -. 

Chutih lai tak chuan ka hlim hle a, vuakna ka lo lak tawhna hrehawmna 

pawh ka theihnghilh ta a, tichuan ngaihtuah chungin thlaiah chuan ka kal a, 

ka thu ta a. Thim a lo tla tan tawh niin ka hria, zan thlalak chuan thing hnah 

chu a rawn luhchilh a, lui atang chuan thli lum tak tak a rawn chhuak ta a.  

  Walnut thing pakhatah chuan ka innghat a, chhum thlir chungin ka muhil ta 

a. Ka mumang a tam hle a, mumang rawng hrang hrang ka nei. Thli tleh 

chuan ka hmai chu a rawn fawp a. Ka mit ka meng a, mak tak maiin chu 

hmun ka huat em em thin chu ka hmangaih a, a vawi khat nan mak ti takin 

arsi êng chauhvin a ti eng tih ka hrechhuak ta a ni. Hetiang dinhmunah hian 

ka inhnukdawk a, ka mumang leh ta. Hlimna chu tui thuruk ang maiin ka 

taksa te tak te chu a rawn lut ta a. Naupang thlum tak ka ni lo. Ka ke chu a 

hrual a, a chhan chu luipui lungpui hrual hrual chungah an kal tawh a, 

mahse ka taksa pum pui leh ka thlarau pawh hian tunah chuan thil thlum leh 

nêm tak anga lang zawng zawng chu an huat vek tawh a ni. Mahse, chu tlai 

lama mut rei vak lo chu a ropui hle a, ka hmu leh tawh ngai lo tih ka 

inpuang. Chuvang pawh a ni mai thei, ka la hre reng a ni. Vawikhat chu ka 

kawngah kut pakhat a rawn nghat a, Aunt Antonia chu a rawn thleng a, a 

duh dan angin, rang takin min kaitho a: "I haw ang u. Kan thlen hunah 

chuan i u kut chu i fawp ang a, - Khawngaihin min ngaidam rawh -" i ti ang. 

Tin, chutiang bawk chu a ni.  
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  Chumi tlai chuan khum chungin ka mu a, chu zan chuan ka muhil thei lo 

va, darkar tam tak chu ni chu ka nghakhlel hle. Ka hriat lohvin ka muhil a nih 

chuan kohna emaw, hriatna hruihrual emaw ang maiin ka mangang nghal 

mai ang a, chu chuan harh leh natna ka neih a ngai a, chawlhna min pe lo. 

Hun dang zawng chu ka mit meng chungin ka hmang a, zan thim chuan 

bang chunga a rawn hruai ramhuai te chu ngun takin ka enfiah a, engmah 

tih theihna chakna nei lovin ka tap a, ka tap bawk. Mahse au thawm 

lungchhiatthlak tak a ni lo, ka hriat phak loh thil dang a ni. A tûkah chuan 

laboratory-ah ka kal lo a, a chhan chu ka taksa chu map ang maiin a lang a, 

a hrual êm êm a ni. Kar khat hnuah chauh ka kir leh a, chutah chuan 

chhinchhiahna chu a bo tan ta.  
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Bung sarihna - Emilia  

 

  

  Pathianni chawhnu khan ka thiante thenkhat nen orphanage-ah kan kal a: 

nun pakhat chuan Chanchin |ha chu mawi takin min hrilhfiah a, a 

kaihhnawih fiamthu thenkhat nen. Chu darkar chu hlim taka hman chu a va 

lawmawm tak em. Ni khat chu Messina bishop chu October thlaah 

Confirmation nei turin a lo thleng dawn tih min hrilh a.  

  - He Sacrament hi i duh chuan i kut han phar la, chutiang chuan puithiam 

lian Monsignor Salvatore Abbadessa hnenah ka hrilh thei ang. Ni engemaw 

zat hnuah zizì ka hrilh ta a. A zak hle: godmother kan zawng a ngai ta a ni. 

Postman fanu Miss Rina, zirtirtu naupang tak chu ka propose a. Engtin nge 

kan zawh theih ang? A tuk ah chuan a inah kan kal a, a remti ta a. October 

9, 1948 chawhnu lamah ka thiante nen Mother Church-ah inpuang turin kan 

kal a. A tuk zingah chuan ka godmother te inah ka kal a, ani chuan thinlung 

te tak te hmanga siam filigree bracelet min pe a. Ka lawm tan ta. Dar 11 

velah Biak Inah kan kal ta a. Bishop a lo thleng a, Mass Thianghlim chu a 

hmang tan ta a. Interval chhung hian central nave-ah kan ding a, pakhat 

hnu pakhatin min nemnghet a. Vawikhat chu Mass a zawh chuan uncle te 

chuan an godmother hnenah coffee pawh an pe lo. "Commare" tia koh mai 

maiin an chibai mai a ni.  

  Ka naupan lai khan Castrangia atanga kan lo haw khan khua kan thlen 

hma hian Chhandamtu tana inhlanna chapel a awm tih ka hre reng a. Zizì 

chu rei vak lo a ding a, aw ring takin "oh mothers, oh mothers..." a ti a. 

Tawngtaina a nih ka ring. Ka upat deuh chuan a nu thi tawh chu a ko zawk 
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tih ka hrethiam a, thlanmual chu chapel chungah chiah a awm avangin. Zizì 

hi Mithianghlimte ruai pawh a kal loh avangin thlanmual ka la tlawh ngai lo. 

Chutih lai chuan miten "Fussadello" an tih hmunah Miss Signorino hnen 

atangin pangpar an lei a, an hmangaih tak takte thlan chei turin 

kawngzawhah an kal ta mai tih ka hria. Vawikhat chu zizì ka propose a: 

"Engvangin nge i nu thlan pawh kan tlawh loh?".  

  A pawi ka ti hle ang tiin a chhang a. - Pangpar pakhat pawh rawn kensak 

duh loh chuan "nu - nu" tia koh chu a tangkai lo. - Heng thute hi a hriat 

chuan a che ta mai mai. Fussadello-ah chrysanthemum lei turin kan kal a. 

All Saints' Day-ah chuan "nu" thlanah min hruai turin ka pi Turi ko turin ka 

kal a, kei atan chuan pi Rosa. Ka pi chuan tun hnaiah chu thlan chu a siam 

thar leh a, a chhan chu indo lai khan thlanmuala bomb tla awmchhun chuan 

a tichhia a ni.  

  Indona dangah hnehna ka chang leh ta chu chhuang viau mah ila, ka 

ngaihtuahna chu ka nu leh pate hnenah zan leh zan a ni. Lab-a ka awm lai 

khan ka ngaihtuahna tihbuai ka tum a. Sewing hi nuam ka ti tan ta: shoulder 

pads atan wadding ka buatsaih a, charcoal iron chungah ka puak bawk. Thir 

a lum chuan hmeichhe lian tak takte chuan thawmhnaw siam nan a hnah te 

chu an thir thin. A nghet reng theih nan ribbon pahnih inkara rit phurh chu a 

sir lamah an dah a. Rifle material zuar ka godfather hnen atangin lei turin ka 

kal a. Pellets an ni a, hammer hmanga ka flatten a ngai a ni. A chang chuan 

ka kut zungtang pawh ka ti flatten... Chutih lai chuan Mrs. Orlando chuan 

hmeichhe upa zawkte tan paid cutting course a nei thin. Hmun hla takah ka 

thu a mahse zirlai atanga thil engemaw hriatthiam tumin ka ngaithla a. 

Vawikhat chu uncle-te chuan Fantina-ah "commare" leh "compare" tlawh 

turin kan kal dawn tih an sawi a, hna pawimawh tak thawk tura Novara-a an 

lo kal huna min mutpui thinte chu. Vawikhat chu godmother chuan zizì "Kum 

engzat nge i nih?" Tin, zizì: - Ka mit a thim a, ka hre lo - (mit ka nei lo a nih 

chuan ka hre lo).  
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  Pi Turi tip nen chuan green fabric lei turin ka kal a, ka theihna test nan skirt 

ka siam a. Fantina panna ni a lo thleng ta (darkar hnih zet kea kal). Dar 4-ah 

kan tho a, ka skirt ha chungin Zizì chu mak tih ka duh a. A zim em avangin 

ka kal thei lo tluk a ni. Ka thil siam an hmuh chuan heti hian an sawi tan ta 

a: - Kan enkawl a, tunah chuan a lo thang tan tawh avangin rulhut ang maiin 

a che ta a ni. Min ti mualpho thin. Tin, ka kawhhmuh bawk: "Hei hi ka la bo 

lo, i duh chuan hetiang hi a ni, a nih loh chuan, i kal!" Mahse ka thinlungah 

chuan "engtin nge hetiang skirt tight ha hian ka kal theih ang..." ka ti a. 

Engtin pawhin kan tumna hmun chu kan thleng ta. Commare chuan 

khawiah nge hetiang skirt mawi tak hi ka siam tih min zawt a. - Sa figi illa - 

(amah ngeiin a siam) zizì tiin a chhang a. - Chuvangin thil kan siam a ngai 

chuan a hnenah kan lo kal thin -. Owl chhuanawm...  

  Khawpuiah hian a chang chuan ka lungngaihthlak tak tak thil ka hmu thin. 

Emilia chu bengngawng bengchheng tak, chenna nei lo pawh a ni mai thei. 

Nitin deuhthaw ka awmna kawngpuiah chuan a kal pel thin. Mi a tawk a nih 

chuan a kut chu a hmuiah a dah thin. A châng chuan miten chhangphut khat 

an pe ṭhin a, mahse, fimkhur lo takin cheese crust an pe a, chutah a chhân 

lêt dân hmu tûra inthup ṭhin an awm a: hmeichhe rethei tak chu kawngka 

step-ah a thu a, a lu chu bang-ah a beng a. Ni khat chu dawrah thread la 

turin ka kal laiin mitdel Antonio aw ring tak chu ka hre ta a. Khawpui chung 

bera awm abbey atang chuan sardine te chu an lo thleng tawh tih a puang 

ta a. Ka pi tip atanga lira tlemte ka la awm chu nen chuan sangha zawrhna 

hmunah chuan ounces hnih khat lei turin ka kal a. Chawhnu lamah chuan 

stove chu charcoal hmangin ka hal a, sardine chu ka siam a, sugar paper 

pakhatah ka dah a. Emilia pass ka hmuh chuan ka pe ta a. Mak ti zet hian a 

en a, lawmthu sawi turin a nui suk a. Kawngkhar pangngaiah chuan a thu a, 

a lu chu bangah a beng lo va, a kut zungtang hring hringte chu a hmuiah a 

dah zawk tih ka hmu. Chumi ni chuan ka ei lo: Ka pa u te’n ka hmalaknate 

an hriatthiam loh nan meikhu la awm atang chuan stove chu ka tifai a ngai a 

ni.  
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  Angela chuan chu kawngpuiah chuan chawhnu lam vel khan a fapa Nino, 

rualbanlo, kea kal mahse kut zungtang hmanga inbiakna nei chu an paltlang 

a. Orphanage atanga soup lak tumin bucket kengin an kal a. Ni khat chu 

Nino chu a bucket kengin amah chauhin a awm a, ka in bulah tlangval 

pahnih chuan an inbel a, an tlanchhia a. A pants chu a phawrh thei lo. 

Underwear nei lovin a awm a. Zak lo zet hian a inchei turin ka chhuk a. Mipa 

saruak ka hmuh hmasak ber a ni. Woe uncles te hian hre ta se, scandal a ni 

ngei ang.  

  Ka nu leh pa hnena lehkha thawn tam tak zinga pakhatah chuan kutkawr 

(wristwatch) ka duh thu ka lo sawi tawh a. Mrs Agostina chu Domodossola 

atanga lo kal a nih thu ka hriat hnu chuan ka hmu ta a. Min hmuh rual chuan 

min kuah a, ka nu leh pa rawn thawn package chu min pe a. Ka hawng a, 

mak ka tih em em chu beram vun coat dum, kut zungtang ang maia lian curl 

nei, felt hat leh box pakhat, darthlalang awmna ka hmu a. Nula chuan ka 

kutphahah a dah lai chuan lawmnain ka khur nghal vek. Ka dam leh theih 

nan tui glass khat min pe a, ka tlan haw ta a. A tuk zingah chuan ka u te 

Novara an lo kal chuan chu vun chu ka ha a nih chuan ka â ang tih an sawi 

a: khawpui chhungah chuan chutiang thil chu tumahin an nei lo. Engtin 

pawhin chhuanawm takin ka ha a. Mi zawng zawngin darkar te tak te chu an 

hriat theih nan ka kawrfual chu ka roll back thin. Rope ka pe fo thin a, rei 

vak lo chhungin a chhe ta a ni. Castrangia ka kal chuan tar thenkhat ka hmu 

a, hun min zawt a. Mihring rilru na tak ka siam loh nan, tuna siamthat theih 

loh khawpa chhe tawh darthlalang chu ka en a, ka wind theihnghilh tawh tih 

ka sawi a. - Ka lawm lutuk e -. Min chibai a, an zinkawng chu an 

chhunzawm ta a.  

  Ka thiante nen khaikhin chuan ka te a, ka cher a, an vai hian "developed" 

an ni vek. Lehkha thawnah ka nu chuan zizì hnenah ka unaunu Rosa angin 

"developed" ka ni em tih a zawt a. Mahse Zizì tan chuan heng thil 

chungchang sawi hi thil khap tlat a ni. Nun chungchang zawng zawng ka 

hre vek tih a hre lo. Rebellious as always, ka hrilh a "Ka malnourished 
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vangin 'miss' ka ni lo" ka ti a. Tin, ani: - Eng nge i sawi? Kan thlawp reng 

che u a ni. Tlai khat chu Castrangia-ah ka mu a, ka na hle. Ka thawmhnaw 

vawt takah ka awm a. A tawp ber nia ngaiin ka tawngtai a, ka tap a, thim 

zingah chuan zun tlemte ka zun chhuah tumin ka chhuak ta a. Tin, anni 

chuan: "Vawi khat i tho leh chuan ka vuak ang che!". Tindari khuaa 

Madonna khan min humhim pawh a ni mai thei. Straw mattress bulah chuan 

ka kal leh a, ka muhil ta a. A tuk zingah Novara-a laboratory-ah Miss 

Assunta chuan a hma aia paler zawkin min hmu a. Waitress chuan zing tin 

ang maia toasted slices nena coffee leh bawnghnute a rawn ken chuan min 

rawn pe ve bawk.  
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Bung riat - Swallows thlawh dan  

 

  

  Novara-a hun tam tak ka hman avangin nun chu a danglam ta niin a lang: 

ka pi Turi tlawh tura ka kal a, chawhnu lam zawng zawng tihtawp lohvin hlim 

taka ka inbiakna avang pawh a ni mai thei. A nun chanchin tam tak min hrilh 

a, hmân lai a awm a harsat zia min hrilh bawk. Chu bâkah, Novara-a ka 

awm lai hian khawpui chhûnga thil thleng pawimawh tak takte hmuh theihna 

hun remchâng ka nei bawk. A chung berah chuan sakhaw thiltih lian tak tak 

te, kawngzawh te, baptisma channa te, nemnghehna te, mahse engkim aiin 

inneihna inkhawm te hian min tithinur hle. Chutih lai chuan inneih chu tlai 

lamah an hmang thin a, San Nicola biak inah ka thiante nen kan in en kual 

fo mai.  

  Tlai khat chu kawr dum ha monu pakhat chu a pa zuiin a chhuak ka hmu a. 

Snow ang maia var, doll ang maia lang, a hmeltha lutuk! Filippo nupui neitu 

chu Carmelina a ni. Ka lainat zo vek a, ka mumang pawh a ni: "tuin nge 

hria, ni khat chu keimah pawh hi a thleng mai thei...".  

  Chutih lai chuan sensation mak tak tak ka nei a, boruakah thil thar leh mak 

tak tak a awm a, premonitions ka nei bawk. Ka rilru a buai hle a, thil mak tak 

thleng tur chu ka nghak reng a ni. Tin, a nihna takah chuan he thil thleng hi 
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a lo thleng rei lo hle bawk. Chawhnu lam vel khan postman chu a rawn kal 

tlang tlangpui. June thla ni khat chu a aw ka hre ta a: "Campo, mail a awm". 

Lehkha chu ka la a, a lo kal a ni... Domodossola! Nu chuan a farnu hnenah 

lehkha a thawn a.  

  Ka hawng nghal a, ka phelh a, ka chhiar mai mai a, ka dam chhung 

zawnga ka lo nghah tawh thuthang chu a awm a: September 12th vel khan 

ka nu chu Sicily-ah min rawn hruai dawn a, hmar lam min hruai dawn a ni! 

Tunah chuan hmeichhe naupang ka ni tawh a, hmalam hun chuan min 

nghak reng a, hna ka zawng a ngai ta a ni. Ka piin a chhanna tur chu hriain, 

fimkhur takin lehkha chu bawlhhlawh tuifinriat awmna jar hnuaiah ka thup a: 

zizì hian chhiar ta se, kei rethei... A chang chuan Uncle Micherillo, a nih loh 

lai pawhin hamlet-a hnathawk, Novara-a dawrah chuan a lo kal a. A chang 

chuan zizì nen a lo kal a, hlauthawng takin: "I nu hian a ziak lo rei tawh hle 

a, thil engemaw a thleng tawh ngei ang...". Kei erawh chuan lehkha dang 

eng emaw zat nen a lo thleng ang tih ka hlau hle. Ni khat chu, a nihna takah 

chuan pakhat a lo thleng a, mahse vanneihthlak takin Sicily tlawhna 

chungchang sawina engmah a awm lo. Summer chu ka tan chuan a tlanbo 

zawi zawi a, chu nghahhlelhna rilru na tak chu a tawp hun chu ka nghakhlel 

hle. Hnathawh hian ngaihtuah lo turin min pui a, ka nu lo thlen hma loh 

chuan hun ka hmang thei a. August 15-a Assumption ruai atan chuan mipui 

zawng zawngin an mawina lantir an duh a, laboratory-ah chuan tih tur tam 

tak a awm fo thin a, a hma aia nasa zawk: hmeichhe tam tak chuan an kawr 

thar pholan an duh a ni. August 13th chu hnathawktu, mahni thawmhnaw 

siam thiamte tan hlan a ni.  

  Ka thiante nena inmil turin zizì chu puan chu lei turin ka lo ti tawh a. A remti 

a, blue knot design nei beige fabric man tlawm tak ka thlang a. Workshop-a 

hmeichhe naupang chuan ka tan a cut a, hnathawk upa zawk pakhat chu ka 

siamsak turin min pui turin a ngen a. Party ni chuan midang ang bawkin 

kawr thar ka nei a.  
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  Fantina atanga lo kal hmelhriat thenkhat pawh an awm bawk. An zinga 

pakhat chuan ka tight skirt hmingthang tak chu a lo hmu tawh a. Puan 

pakhat a rawn keng a, zizì chu a zawt a: "I farnu hian ka tan kawr a siam a 

ngai a, a thiam em em a ni!". A tehnate chu ka la a. Miss Assunta-i’n 

customer pakhat tana a siam model pakhat ka rilruah a awm a. Hun 

engemaw chen chu cut a, enchhin turin ka dil a. "A pawi lo, puan hi a rit 

deuh a, autumn atan a tha. September 20 vel hian ka rawn kal ang."  

  Hetihlai hian laboratory atanga hmeichhe naupang Carmelina chuan a 

thiante zawng zawng chu a inneihnaah a sawm a, September thla tlai khat 

chu Matrix kohhranah a hmang a. zizì phalna la in inkhawmpuiah chuan ka 

kal ta a. Khualzahawm zingah hian Domodossola atanga lo kal hmeichhe 

pakhat a awm bawk a, a chhuah thuai tur thu a puang a: "Concettina, 

Novara-ah hian i ni a chhiar tawh. I nu hian a rawn hruai thuai dawn che a 

ni," a ti.  

  Refreshment hautak tak tak ei zawh chuan hlim takin ka haw leh ta a. Ni a 

liam a, Tindari festival chu September 8th khan a lo thleng ta a, chu kum 

chuan luipui chhunga hliam tuar kawng thui tak chu a vawi khatna angin a 

harsa leh tawp lo ang maiin a lang lo, ka thlawk ang maiin ka hria. 

Castrangia kan haw chuan zizì hnenah ni engemaw zat ka awm dawn tih ka 

hrilh a, chu chhanna siam chhuah hmangin laboratory chu ni 12 thleng khar 

a ni ang a, chu zing chuan ka thinlung chu a na hle. Kan thenawm pakhat 

hnena hruai tur theipui thenkhat kan la a, Novara lam panin kan kal ta a. 

Kawng chanve velah chuan hla tak atangin ka nu chu mule track atanga a 

chhuk lai ka hmu a. A lam pan chuan ka tlan phei a, ka kut te tak tea chakna 

ka neih zawng zawng nen chuan ka kuah a. Zizì chuan "Engvangin nge i lo 

kal thut? Concettina hi i hruai bo thei i ring em?". "Ni e - nu chuan a chhang 

a - ni thum hnuah kan chhuak dawn". "I thei lo, Fantina atanga lo kal lady 

pakhat tan chuan dress chu i buatsaih a ngai a ni". Min tihkhawtlai theihna 

chhan dang a ni. A au chhuak chhunzawm zel a. Passive takin van boruak 
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chu kut zungtang hmangin ka khawih a. Ka pawi tih ber chu pi Turi tlawh 

theih tawh loh kha a ni ngei ang.  

  Ni 14 tlaiah zanriah kan ei a. Zizì chuan ka nu sawichhiat tumin a hmui a 

hawng mai a: "Engtin nge ka hnen atangin i lak bo ngam, thinlung i nei lo, 

min tuar nasa lutuk a, unaunuah ka ngai tawh lo che." Micherillo chu a 

vawikhatna atan mittui tla chungin ka hmu a. Thing ang maia a hnah hring 

leh khauh tak hnuaiah chuan mihringte tui tla thenkhat chu lung inah an 

tang reng tih a chiang hle. Kei erawh chu marble ang maiin ka lum tawh a, 

ka che lo tak zet a ni.  

  Zanah mitmeng khat pawh ka mu lo, ngaihtuahna sang tam takin ka rilruah 

buai takin a rawn um zui a, ka chhuah theih nan zing a lo thlen hun ka 

nghakhlel hle. Nu chuan taxi hi mi fel tak "cauzi i lupi" (wolf trousers) tia koh 

hnen atangin a order a. Zing lamah kan tho a, cardboard suitcase thlengin 

final touch kan siam a, kan u te chu kan thlah ta a. Ka chhuah veleh ka pi 

chu mittui tla chungin a pindan atang chuan a rawn chhuak a, a sam chu a 

tikehsawm a, ka nu ke bulah chuan a inhnukdawk a, a ngen a: "Tunah 

chuan keimah ka intihlum ang a, i chhia leh tha hriatnaah thihna i nei ang a, 

i dam chhung zawngin i chhia leh tha hriatnaah thihna i nei ang." 

nun!Khawngaihin, nang ka khup chungah ka dil a - a ti - hmeichhe rethei 

mai mai ka ni a, keimah chauh ka ni a, pasal dik loin sakawlh ang maiin min 

enkawl a, tumahin min hmangaih lo.Ka unaunu, a hnen atangin lak bo lo 

turin ka ngen che a ni kei, khawngaih rawh, min kalsan theihna tur dikna i 

nei lo, pangpar ang maiin kan zingah a seilian a, tunah chuan lawmthu 

sawina a nei tawh lo!"  

  Sam hring hring leh hmaiah leilung luang chhuak chungin lei chu a rawn 

beng a, universe pumpui chu chibai bukin a sawichhia a ni. Ka nu chuan a 

unaunu chu hlauhawm takah a lo chang tawh a, a rilru a hloh tawh tih a 

hrethiam a, a dawhthei lo hle. Mahse, a che lo, khawngaihnain a tihbuai a 

phal lo, a delusions te chu a bengchheng hle a, hla takah a en a, a drama 

tawp hun chu a nghak a. Ka pi chuan ka nu chu a nghet tlat tih a hriat chuan 
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a room-ah chuan a tlan lut nghal a, a tawp berah chuan min thlah tur chu 

min hnial ta a ni. Vawikhat chu kan chhuak ta a, kawngpuiah chuan chibai 

buk chungin a kir leh a, kan kal lai chuan lungte nena inzawm ball dum te 

tak te a lo nih thlengin a tlahniam tih kan hmu a. Naupangte chauhin an tih 

theih angin a chungah ka lo tiduhdah tawh pawh a ni mai thei, mahse ka nu 

kut venhimna in atanga ka kal chhuah lai chuan ka mit atanga a bo dawn tih 

ka hmuh chuan ka thinrimna zawng zawng chu hmangaihnaah a chang 

nghal vek tih ka hre reng tin, a chungah khawngaihna ka nei bawk (a hnuah 

thla engemaw zat chu ka thi ang maiin kawngpuiah a tap tih ka hrechhuak 

ta a ni).  

  Piazza Bertolami-ah chuan taxi kawngkhar chu a inhawng a. Tukverh 

atang chuan khawpui tawp thlengin ka hmuh zawng zawng hnenah ka kut 

ka phar a. Khualzinnaah chuan ka mitmeng atanga zawi zawiin panorama 

leh ram chu ka thinlungah hrehawm takin ka en a, tuifinriat ka hmuh thlengin 

rei tak kan ngawi reng a. Tunah chuan Novara nen chuan ka hla tawh hle 

mai, chiang takin! Ka rilruah ngaihtuahna inhnialna a lo indo a, ka thunun 

thei lo, tichuan ka harh chuan ka nuin min fawp a, kan lo thleng tawh tih min 

vaukhân a. Tichuan, ka nun lungchhiatthlak tak avanga hun rei tak ka huat 

em em ram chu ka hmangaih em em a ni. Vigliatore station-ah chuan 

buaina nasa tak a awm a, keini ang mi tam tak chu an cardboard suitcase 

leh bag dangte kengin hmar lam panin an chhuak ta a.  

  Tuipui atang chuan thli te tak te a rawn tleh a, ka hmui chu chi chuan a ti 

thlum tih ka hria. A vawikhatna atana ka hriatna mawi tak a ni. Rel chu 

darkar chanve vel kan nghak a. Ka tan chuan boruak thar a ni. Mite chuan 

hla lar tak "Professor, eng nge lo hmasa ber min hrilh teh, vawk nge artui" 

tih chu an sa a. Mi zawng zawng chu continent-a chawlh hmanga lo haw 

vek an ni. Vawikhat chu Messina kan thlen chuan mak ti takin ferry-boat-a 

chuang tawlailirte chu ka hmu a. September thla laihawl a ni a, chu strait 

chunga van dum takah chuan swallow sang tam tak an rawn vel a. An 

thlawhna hmang hian ka mumang chu an rawn embroider ta a: a tawpah 
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chuan ka chhungte bula awm turin ka kir leh ang. Chu background eng tak 

lai takah chuan Pathian hmuh ka tum a, hmu lo mah ila, ka thlarau te tak te 

chhungril ber atang chuan lawmthu ka sawi a. Darkar chhiar sen loh hnuah 

Rome-ah kan chhuk a, darkar tam zawk kan nghah hnuah Milan pan tur rel 

chu kan la a, chutah chuan Domodossola pan tur rel thlak dang a awm leh 

ta a ni. Mumang a ni. Chu rel-ah chuan ka nu chuan a hriat mi engemaw zat 

chu chibai a buk a. Mi zawng zawng chuan khawi atanga lo kal nge a nih 

leh a bula nula chu tu nge tih an zawt vek a. Fanu dang a nei tih an hre lo.  

  Ramngawte chu ka enfiah a: Mak tak maiin Lake Maggiore leh thliarkarte 

chu ka hmu a, chutah chuan tlangte chu ka hmu leh a. Kan thlen hma chu 

eng chen nge a rei tih ka zawt a, chu khua chu tlangin a hual vel ruamah a 

awm tih hriain ka zawt a. Zingkar tlai takah Domodossola kan thleng a. Van 

boruak chu a sen a, kawtthlerte pawh a thim ang maiin a lang a, lei lam en 

chungin mite chu tumruh takin an kal a, an thawmhnaw thlengin a thim hle. 

Station-ah chuan dad chuan kum hnih kalta a Sicily-a ka hmuh tawh ka 

unaupa naupang zawk nen min lo nghak a. Fawh leh kuah. Kan haw lam 

chuan ka khawpui ni thuai tur hmun chu hmuhchhuah ka tum a. In 

kawngkhar chu ka chhiar a mahse a tam em em a, ka chhut dan pawh ka 

hre lo. Tukverh a tam lutuk a, a chungah in a tam lutuk bawk. An sang em 

avangin ka mit chu vanah a bo ta.  

  Ka lu a buai hle. Zawhna sang tam tak chu ka lu-ah a rawn bubbled a, 

dawhthei lo takin a rawn kal leh chhuak a. Khualzin chhung chuan thumal 

pakhat mah ka sawi chhuak thei lo. Tichuan in lamah chuan mak tihna dang 

ka nei leh a, ka unaunu te ka hmuh chuan thlalak atang chauhvin ka 

hrechhuak ta a ni. Mak dang chu kitchen, sink, tap leh gas stove awmna 

kha a ni (Novara-ah chuan in chhungah tui a awm lo va, thing hmangin kan 

siam bawk). Zan lamah Comare Grazia chu a fanu Caterina nen min rawn 

tlawh a. Ṭhenawmte pawhin min hmu duh a. A tuk tlaiah chuan dad chuan 

cinema-ah min hruai a. Ka dam chhunga zan duhawm ber zinga mi, 

chatuan atana ka hriat reng tur, ni hnuhnung ber thlenga ka hriat reng tur. A 
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tawpah chuan ka pa bulah ka awm ta a, pa awm lo pakhatin a hmangaih 

angin ka hmangaih hmain, tunah chuan ka ngaisang ta a, a tawpah chuan a 

vawi khat nan a lal fanu ang maiin humhim ka ni ta. A tawi zawngin, chhum 

chungah ka kal ang maiin ka hria a, universe hmun dangah ka tla thla tawh.  
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Bung kua - Vanram kawngkhar  

 

  

  Sicily ka chhuahsan hma hian ka nu hian furrier’s ah hna min hmu thei 

tawh a, ni hnih hnuah hnathawhna hmunah min zui ta a ni. Zing hma takah 

in atangin kan chhuak a: He thu hi ka phur hle.  

  Kawngkhar bulah chuan Miss Tilde chuan min lo hmuak a, nuihzat hmel 

zet hian min rawn pe a, ka kut chu min rawn vuan a, hmeichhe duhawm leh 

ngilnei tak a ni. Tilde chuan Milanese tawngin ka hnenah "Hello bela tusa 

(nula), lo kal rawh, ka thawhpui nula te: Nella leh Teresina te hi ka rawn 

inhmelhriattir ang che. Experience tam tak an nei a, hnathawh dan an zirtir 

ang che. An awm a nih chuan." harsatna eng pawh - a sawi belh bawk - 

zawh zak suh". Chuvang chuan mit khap kar chhungin ka hna thar nen 

chuan ka inhmu ta a ni.  

  Ka puitling tawh niin ka inhria a, Bela Tusa nunah he inthlak danglamna hi 

chhinchhiah nan a period a lo thleng hmasa ber a ni. Chu thupui chu a hre 

tam lo hle a, mahse Novara-a a thiante upa zawkte hnen atanga a chanchin 

a hriat atang chuan hetiang hian mi pakhat chu hmeichhe naupang takah a 

inthlak thin tih a hrethiam ta a ni. Hmeichhia ni tur chuan chu signal chu a 

mamawh lo tih a hrethiam a: a thil zir, a hriat leh a hmangaih zawng zawng 
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avang a ni tawh. Caterpillar a ni tawh lo va, butterfly-ah a inthlak danglam 

tawh bawk. Hmun hla tak atangin a rawn kal a, minute tlemte chhungin 

khawvel pakhat atanga khawvel dangah a kal ta a ni. Amah chauhvin a 

inhmu a, chu chu a chhuang hle.  

  Chutih lai chuan hna thar chu ka hre tan ta. Chutih lai chuan fur collar 

hmangin coat-ah an inbun thin. A vun te chu sponge hmangin an hnim a, a 

tawpah chuan a sir zawng zawng atanga hrual chhuakin thing board-ah an 

nail ta a ni. Sicily-a laboratory-a ka thawmhnaw hnuai lama dah tur leads ka 

tihkeh lai kha ka hrechhuak ta. Hetah pawh hian kut zungtang-ah 

hammering engemaw zat a awm bawk. Ni tlem a awm chuan kawngpuiah 

huanah an vawt a, chuvang chuan Persian beram no hlu tak tak, fox, mink 

leh rat musqué vun te chu sentry angin ka che a ngai a ni. Ka enkawl lai 

hian car leh mipui kal pelh lai en hi ka duh ber. Car exhaust meikhu pawh ka 

thawk chhuak a, chu khawpui rimtui chu ka inhnim pil tum a, chu chu boruak 

thianghlima seilian hmeichhe naupang tan chuan thil thar leh ruihthlak tak a 

ni. Ka mit hmuh hmain khawpui chu a liam a, hun pawh ka hre lo. Ka pa 

chuan chutah chuan ni chu darkar-ah ṭhen a nih thu min hrilhfiah a, chutih 

laiin Castrangia-a ka awm lai chuan ni chhuah leh tlak chauh ka hre thung. 

A châng chuan vun ka enkawl lai hian a chung lam aṭanga hmeichhe upa 

tak pakhat chu min awmpui tûrin a lo kal ṭhin. Piedmontese tawng khauh 

takin a sawi a, thil pakhat mah ka hrethiam lo: "Eng fiamthu mawi tak nge ni, 

da ndua ti vegnat (khawi atanga lo kal nge i nih)? Cuma ti se ciamat (eng 

nge i hming)?". Ka inthlak thin. "Ti mi capisat mia (i hrethiam lo em ni)?". A 

vun a vawt chuan Miss Tilde chuan a order tu seamstress te tan chuan a 

kawr pianzia chu a tan sak a.  

  Zawi zawiin frisellina padding dah dan ka zir a, a chhehvel loop chu ka dah 

leh a, chutah chuan lining chu ka dah leh bawk. Ka theihna avang hian kar 

tin pocket money ka dawng tan a, rei lo teah pension marks zawm turin min 

dah ta a ni. Ka upa tawh niin ka hria. Laboratory-ah chuan radio a awm a: 

hla ngaihthlak hi nuam ka ti hle. Chutih lai chuan fridge hi a awm lo nain 
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hmeichhe naupang hian icebox a nei a, chu chu khawpui kawngpuiah chuan 

tawlailir kengin mi fel pakhatin a supply ice block-in a khat a ni. Chutiang tui 

thianghlim in chu ka tan chuan thil thar a ni. Thingpui dawr man tlawm tak 

chuan in chu a ti lum a. Telephone nei lo mahse client a biak a ngaih chuan 

a pi, construction company neitu, hnathawk engemaw zat nei hnenah min 

thawn thin. Chung zingah chuan a remchan dan angin a vawi khatna atan 

ka hmu a... Mahse hei hi thawnthu dang a ni a, hun leh duhthusam ka neih 

chuan a hnuah ka sawi leh ang.  

  In lamah chuan chaw ka ei tha hle a, tlai lamah chuan khawpui laihawl, 

lung in chung leh dawr tukverh mawi tak tak nei te tlawh turin kan chhuak a. 

Zirtawpniah chuan ka nu nen centre hmun tha tak luahtu market-ah kan kal 

a, chawhnu lam vel khan hna ka chhuahsan thin. Ka coat siam nan puan 

kan lei a. Checkered a ni. Krismas-a Midnight Mass-a ka thil neihte strutting 

hmangin ka hawng a ni. A tawi zawngin, nun hlimawm tak a ni.  

  Carnival a lo thleng ta. Galletti theatre-a kumthar lawmna party-ah kan 

chhungkua hnai tak nen kan tel a. Phosphorescent light inkhelh zingah 

masquerade ball hmuh chu mumang a ni.  

  A tuk Zirtawpni khan ka thawh chuan thil dik lo a awm a. Ka nuin San 

Pellegrino magnesia min pek loh avangin ka tap a. A cousin pakhat chu 

Martigny atangin a rawn thleng a. Chawhmeh kan ei dun a. Chawhnu lamah 

chuan mak ka ti hle a, ka hlimna chu a tawp dawn niin a lang. Dad chuan a 

cousin chu rel-ah a zui a, chutah zanriah kan ei ta a.  

  Chumi tlai chuan kan leng chhuak lo. Dad chuan Mom hnenah, "Bar-ah ka 

thiante ka tlawh dawn a ni," a ti a. Zan dar 10 vel khan a rilru a na hle a, a 

rilru a na hle a, a rilru a buai em em a, a rilru a buai em em bawk a, a rilru a 

buai em em bawk a. "Teresa, chamomile min siamsak rawh." Dad chu 

khumah a thaw halh lai chuan ka pi nen chuan meter 50 vela hlaa doctor ko 

turin ka tlan a. A rawn kal nghal a, chutih lai chuan ka pa chu a nung tawh 

lo. A hnuah chuan aorta a puak tih kan hre ta a. Engtin pawh nise tih tur a 
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awm lo ang, dad chu van kawngka atang chuan a kal a, van lam panin a 

thlawk ta a. February 17, 1951 a ni a, zankhuain ka pa tanpui theih loh 

taksaah ka mit ka nghat a. Ka lu a rawn inher a, migraine leh luak chhuak 

inkawp chuan chu pindan atang chuan min hruai bo ta mai a, chutah chuan 

thil zawng zawng chu dik lo taka thihna hmutu an nih avangin huatna a lo ni 

ta a ni. Ka pa leh Domodossola-a min lo nghaktu nun rapthlak tak chu ka 

ngaihtuah bansan ngai lo, mittui chu ka mit atang chuan a chhuak thei tawh 

lo a, a chhan chu ka tap avanga a lo hring tawh a ni. Chu Pathian chu Strait 

of Messina chunga êng mawi tak karah ka chhuah lai khan ka lo suangtuah 

tawh a, khawiah nge a inthup? Engvangin nge min kalsan tawh? Engvangin 

nge hetiang taka min bum? Engvangin nge tunah ka pa ka hmuh tawh 

avangin chatuan atan min laksak a nih? He thil rapthlak tak hi eng nge a 

awmzia? Tunah chuan hetah Domodossola-a Pathian chu a danglam, hla 

tak, hmuh theih loh ang maiin a lang a, thim, hmuh theih loh leh hriat theih 

loh, thinrim, ka dam chhung zawnga rin leh ngaihthah leh ngaih loh Pathian 

ka hre tawh lo. Zan leh zan tam tak chu ka ngawi reng a, thim zingah ka mit 

khap chungin ka en reng a, ni lo thlen chuan engkim chu a hmaa a awm 

dan angin a lo kir leh vek ang tih ka beisei tluk zet a ni. Chu hun hrehawm 

takah chuan ka chhungte chu tlang chhip kamah chuan vanram chu 

hmeichhe naupang tan hmun a ni lo tih ka hrethiam ta a ni.  

  Chumi zan khat chu, zing khawvar hma takah chuan ka tlu a, hrehawm 

taka ka mut hnuah mumang thlum takah ka pil ta a ni: Dil chungah chuan ka 

inhmu a, chutah ka pa chu van lam êngah a mit leh a hmel chu a thun lut a, 

ka hnenah a rawn lang ta a. Tunah chuan a hmel chu a tuar tawh lo va, a 

mawi leh ta. Duhawm takin min nuih a, ka kut chu a vuan a, min kuah a, min 

rawn be tan ta a. "Ka fa – a ti a – tuna ka hrilh duh che chu ka hmangaihna 

a ni a, i tana thil tha ka duh zawng zawng hi a ni. Thil awmdan avang hian 

kan inhriat lo tihna a ni. I lo puitlin ka hmuh loh hi ka pawi ka ti hle. .  

  A chang chuan chu mumang leh ka zinkawng hnuhnung ber chu ka 

ngaihtuah thin a, Lalpan engtikah nge min koh dawn tih ka ngaihtuah thin a, 
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vanram kawngkhar ka pelh hunah ka pa hian min lo nghak reng dawn tih 

ngaihtuah hi ka duh thin a, chu tlai chuan min hruai ang maia inchei chu 

cinema: a bulah hian thil tam tak sawi tur kan nei a, chu February zan khaw 

vawt takah chuan inbiakna tihtawp chu chatuan atan kan chhunzawm leh tur 

a ni. Ka zinkawng hnuhnung ber bul tanna tur kawng tha ber a ni ang tih ka 

ring.  

  Nu chu beidawng takin fa pali neiin pension nei lovin a awm ta a, a chhan 

chu pa chu cobbler pangngai tak a nih vang a ni. Khawvela khaw lum leh 

hrehawmna zawng zawng chu kan pem chhuak chhungkaw rethei tak 

chungah a lo tla thla vek tawh a ni.  

  Kan ram atanga hla takah, nunna atanga hla takah, thlaler thliin a hnim 

hnah hring hring kan ni.  

  Ka nu chuan amah leh a thlarau zawng zawng a hloh tawh a ni. Shell hrui 

hring a lo ni tawh a. A taksa chu thingphel ang maiin a inzawm khawm a, a 

taksa rihna tihtlem chu a chawlhsan ngai lo va, a mitmeng hloh tawh chu, 

hmel dum leh langsar lo takah chuan minute khat chhung zet chu hmun hla 

tak lam pan chuan, a pa thlan lam pan chuan a ding reng a ni. Theihnghilh 

theih lohnain a man thlarau ang mai a lo ni ta. A tlu a, chhuahna tur awm 

lovin beidawnna hnuaia a pil hun lai chu ka hre chiang hle. Ka ti nghing ka 

tum a, a rilru tihlim tumin ka bia a. Rin loh takin, a changtute chu a inthlak 

danglam vek tawh a ni: a nu chu thlamuantu, a pasal tel lo nun atana 

buatsaih tur leh theihnghilh tura puitu tur thawnthu sawitu chu a fanu kha a 

ni. Kei, fanu upa ber chu kum 15 ka la tling lo.  

  Zanriah ei kham chuan furrier’s ah hna ka thawk leh a, cent tlemte hlawh 

belh turin. Beiseina meialh nung reng tumtu chu keimah ka ni. Mahse a 

tawpah chuan ka nu hian engtin nge, beidawnna chakna nen pawh a ni mai 

thei, au thawm pakhat leh au thawm dang inkarah khawvel pum pui chu a 

kawngah a la a, zawi zawiin puan siamtu hna thawk lehin, kawr leh dressing 

gown tlemte a siam leh ta tih ka hre lo.  



 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

69 

  



 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

70 

Bung sawm - Tusa mawi tak  

 

  

  Chumi kum vek May thla khan ka unaupa naupang zawk chu measles 

natnain a damlo a, kei pawhin ka kai ve bawk a, naupan lai atanga ka vei lo. 

Khum ka mut lai chuan ka nuin kawngkhar a hawn ri ka hre ta. Tu emaw 

chuan kawngka chu a lo ri tawh a. Tichuan zizì leh Michelillo aw ka hre ta a. 

Ka buai hle: a hma chuan ka nu leh pa hmu turin Domodossola-ah min hruai 

ngai lo va, tunah chuan an rawn lang ta. Kar khat vel an awm a, chutah 

chuan Sicily-ah anmahni nen ka kir leh ngei an beisei avangin beidawng 

deuhin an chhuak ta a ni. November thla khan lehkha dum bordered a lo 

thleng a. Nu chu a hlauthawng a, a kut chu a hawn chuan a khur nghal vek 

bawk. A tap ka hmu a: zizì chuan pi Turi thih thu a puang. November ni 8 

khan Bordonaro thingtlang lamah thiin an hmu a. Kum 87 mi a ni. A kum leh 

chuan beidawnna nasa zawk a thleng leh a, chu chu accident-in chhui 

chiannate chuan a rilruah kutkawr hmanga thawk hah avanga thihna chhan 

a thlen a, chu chu an laihchhuah lai khan an hmu ta a ni. He thil sual hi 

hmeichhe pakhatin a unaupa, thingtlang lama ṭhenawmte nen pension lire 

11,000 rukbo tumin an ti a ni. A hnuah kum 24 chhung lung inah a tang a, 

ani pawhin a inrawlh avangin kum 12 chhung a tang bawk.  
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  Ka lungngai chhunzawm zel a. Sum tlemte nen chuan mi 5 nen kan 

khawsa thei lo. Miss Tilde chuan employment office-a ka inziahluh theih nan 

fake dismissal lak turin min fuih a. Hna a awm leh awm loh en turin ka kal fo 

thin a, mahse beiseina a tlem hle. April '53 khan factory pakhatah hmeichhe 

naupang thenkhat an la tih ka hre ta a. An mamawh lo, an pate'n hna an nei 

tawh a. Chuvang chuan office-ah ka kal a, nawrh huaihawt turin ka kal a: 

Midangte aiin hna ka thawh tam a ngai a ni. May thla khan a tawpah chuan 

factory pakhatah ka lut a, chutah chuan electrical wire atana elastic band, 

pheikhawk lace, ribbon leh tubular te an siam chhuak ta a ni. Kar tin shift 6-

13 leh 13-21 neia thawhrimna. Interval-ah chuan ka hlawh supplement tur 

leh ka nu relief pe turin furrier-ah pawh ka kal ve bawk.  

  August thla a lo thleng a. Chawlhkar atan chuan Comare Grazia chu a nu 

tar tawh tak tlawh turin Sicily-ah a kal a ngai ta a ni. Ka fanu Caterina nen 

chuan chhuah ka tum bawk. Milan lam panin rel-in kan chhuak a, chumi 

hnuah Rome lam panin kan chhuak a, zanah kan thleng a. Sicily pan tur rel 

chu darkar tlemte kan nghah a ngai a.  

 

  Station-ah chuan kan khaw mipui thenkhat kan hmu a, chung zingah 

chuan Novara atanga lo piang dwarf actor pakhat, Salvatore Furnari leh 

sipai hming ka hre lo. Mrs. Grazia chu bench-ah a chawl lai chuan Caterina 

nen chuan kal turin min sawm a. Piazza Esedra-ah mottarello ei turin min 

hruai a. Ka nung leh tan tawh ang maiin ka hria.  

  Rel mipui tam tawh chu a lo thlen chuan Mrs. Grazia chu bag pahnih 

kengin a chuang nghal vat a. Rel chu a ding kim lo va, track-ah chuan a tla 
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thla ta vek a. Caterina, kei leh mipui zawng zawng chuan Chatuan Pa chu 

kan au chhuak a, a hliam na tak tak mahse mak tak maiin a nung reng a ni. 

Damdawi inah hruai a duh lo. Darkar khat hnuah rel chu a chhuak ta a. 

Chawhnu lam hmain Terme Vigliatore station kan thleng a, chutah chuan 

zizì leh Micherillo-a mikhual Novara Sicilia-a min hruaina bus chu kan 

chuang a.  

  Khualzahawm angin min lo hmuak a. Chumi zan chuan khumah kan 

pathum chuan kan mu dun a, Caterina nen chuan mitmeng khat pawh kan 

mu lo. Mrs Grazia chu hrehawmin a khat a. Chumi zan vek chuan mak tih 

tur a awm a: tlangval thenkhat chuan guitar leh violin hmangin min serenade 

a, mahse Uncle Micherillo chuan a thinrim hle a, a tlanbo tir ta a ni.  

  Caterina nu chuan a hun zawng zawng deuhthaw chu khumah a hmang a. 

Ni sawm chhungin vawi hnih chauh a nu tar tawh tlawh turin a chhuak a. 

Chawhnu lamah laboratory atanga ka classmate leh thiante tlawh turin ka 

kal a. Ni khat chu ka sikul kawppui pakhat min kuah tura lo kal ka hmu 

bawk. A kut ah bicycle a vuan a, min hruai turin ka ngen a. Chutih lai chuan 

Novara hian hmeichhe naupang bicycle-a chuang a hmu ngai lo. A hriat 

veleh zizì chuan min hau a: "Owl i lo ni tawh a, chutiang thil chu ka 

ngaihtuah ngai lovang."  

  Domodossola-a kan kir leh chuan Mrs. Grazia chu a dam leh ta a. Chu tlak 

hnuah chuan arthrosis natna chuan a rawn luah ta a ni. A chhungte nen 

party eng emaw zat an kal khan huaisenna a nei chauh a, chutah chuan kei 

pawh min sawm ve bawk.  

  Factory-ah leh furrier-ah hna ka thawk leh a, mahse thil tawn thar ka 

mamawh a ni. Ni khat chu San Gervasio leh Protasio parish ka tlawh laiin 

Don Giuseppe Benetti chuan zawhna engemaw zat min zawt turin min rawn 

pan a. Ka lungngaihna zawng zawng chu a hnenah ka hrilh vek a. Min fuih 

a, heti hian a sawi: “Ningani chawhnu hian oratory-ah lo kal rawh. Chutah 

chuan Catholic Action president Signorina Germana i hmu ang a, ani chuan 
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hmeichhe naupangte chu a rawn inhmelhriattir ang che a, thurawn tha tak 

tak a pe ang che." Ka rilru hahdam takin ka inhmu nghal a: zak deuh nen 

chuan ṭhian ka siam ṭan ta a ni. Thusawi thiam loh ka hlau a mahse Pathian 

tanpuinain harsatna hmasa berte chu ka hneh ta a ni. Association 

chanchinbu chu duhsak takin ka chhiar a, a dintu Armida Barelli chu ka 

ngaisang hle a: a vangin ka nun a lo ṭha chho ta a ni. Factory shift-in a phal 

chuan dar 7-ah zing mass-ah ka kal a, chutah chuan ka thlarau lam director 

nia ka ngaih Don Benetti nen kan inhmu a. Pathianniah chuan biak in hmaa 

press stand tha takah darkar khat hun hman ka rawt a. A hnuah ACLI 

council-a tel turin min sawm leh a. Chutiang thutiam zawng zawng nen 

chuan ka pawimawhin ka tihlawhtling niin ka hria.  

  Factory-a ka thawhpui te chuan bigoted-ah min ngai a, mahse ka lungawi 

lo hle a, a nihna takah chuan shift ka tan hmaa changing room-a thu mawi 

lo tak tak an sawi chuan ka tawngtai a, ka ko leh thin.  
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Bung sawm leh pakhat - Porcelain Hmel  

 

  

  Nipui Pathianni khat chu German Catholic Action president chuan tlangram 

tlawhna hun a buatsaih a. Sum tlemte la awm nen chuan ka zinna senso 

chu ka pe thei ta a ni. Bus hmangin Goglio kan thleng a, chutah chuan cable 

car hmangin Alpe Devero kan thleng a, chumi hnuah kein Crampiolo lam 

panin kan thleng leh a. Pangparin a khuh tlang mawi tak takte chu ka 

ngaihtuah a: rhododendron, buttercup, wild orchid. Blueberry ei tur a ni. 

Lung chung leh thing window nei cabin, a windowsill atang chuan geranium 

sen leh pink hring dup te chu a inkhung a. Germana chu khawi lam nge a 

tawp tih ka zawt a. "Kan chau hunah chuan packed lunch ei turin kan ding 

ang." Tlai dar 1 vel khan lungpui atanga ruam lam pana tui thianghlim lo 

luang chu in turin kan ding a. Chaw ei, tawngtai leh hla kan sak zawh chuan 

haw lam panin kan chhuak ta a. Hlimnain ka khur a: Hetiang ni mawi hi ka la 

hmang ngai lo. In lamah chuan ka nu chu engkim ka hrilh a, a nuihzat hmel 

ka hmu bawk.  

  A chang chuan Novara Sicilia atanga ka thianpa hnen atangin mail ka 

dawng thin: kan inhmuh theih nan Domodossola-ah hna zawng turin min 

ngen a. Ka buai hle a, mahse mi pakhatin min hmangaih avangin ka lawm 

hle. Domodossola atanga lo kal tlangval pakhat pawh a awm a, mahse ka 

duh lo: zing lamah chuan grappa shot khat a in a, a hmui sen a nei fo thin.  

  Zing lama ngaihtuahnate chuan convent panna kawng min kawhhmuh a, 

mahse chutih rual chuan naupangte leh chhungkaw din tumna chu ka 

ngaina hle. Pathian duhzawngah ka inhlan a, Pathianni chawhnu lam chu 
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oratory-ah ka thiante nen kar tin Catechism commitment neih dan tur 

ruahmanna siamin hun ka hmang thin. Pathianni thenkhatah chuan kan 

thenawm khaw hrang hranga oratory-ah kan kal thin. Bus zinna chuan min 

tibuai hle a, mahse huaisenna chuan hrehawmna tenau engemaw zat chu a 

hneh ta a ni.  

  May 1, 1954 khan ACLI leh oratory-te chuan zinkawng an buatsaih a: zing 

lamah Sanctuary of the Madonna di Oropa-ah pilgrimage neih a ni a, 

chawhnu lamah Biella-a Honorable Pastore-te’n rally an nei bawk. Ka 

thianpa leh a tlangval Pierino te nen sign up hmasa ber zinga mi ka ni. Bus 

2 thalai khat an chhuak. Chung zingah chuan khawi emaw laiah ka hmuh 

tawh tlangval sam dum zakzum tak pakhat a tel. Amah chu a ni: furrier-a 

customer-te biak tura ka kalna construction company-a hnathawk kha. 

Pierino chuan min hriattir a: a cousin a ni. Chhun lamah chuan a mitmeng 

chu ka chungah a kalsan ngai lo. In ka thlen chuan ka nu hnenah ka hrilh a. 

A tuk tlaiah chuan first floor-a awm room balcony te tak te hnuaiah chuan ka 

hmu a. "Nu, nu, lo kal rawh: Biella-a ka hmuh tlangval kha a awm". Tin, 

nuihzat hmel zet hian: "A court che tih a chiang hle bawk." A tuk tlaiah chuan 

thenawm pakhat nen kan chhuak a, ka hmaah ka hmu a. Zak takin kan 

bulah a rawn kal thei ang em tih a zawt a. Tlem chuan chiang lo deuhin ka 

pawm ta. Hetiang leh hetiang chungchang sawiin ice kan tichhia a. Vawikhat 

chu factory-a chawhnu lam shift a zawh chuan min zui haw ta a. Tlai khat 

chu a nu nen inhmelhriattir turin ka kai chho a, ani chuan a lo hmuak tha 

hle. A hun awl neihah chuan oratory-ah a tel thin. Tichuan mipa leh 

hmeichhia an inthen a, inkhawm tawp lamah chauh an inhmu thei ta a ni. 

ACLI inkhawmah pawh kan tel ve bawk.  

  Ka nu chu Sicily atanga lo kal ni mahse, tlangval pahnih inhmangaih tak 

takte chu anmahni chauhva an chhuah theih lohna hmunah ni mahse, min 

ring tlat a, thlamuang takin kan zin tan ta a ni. Giuse chuan ka pa nen an 

inhmu tih min hrilh a: sum engemaw zat hlawh chhuah tumin, naupang 4 an 

awm avangin leh pa chauh hian hna a thawk a, naupang a nih laiin a in 
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atanga step tlemte a hla barracks-a financier-te tan hna engemaw zat a 

thawk thin. A chang chuan an pheikhawk chu ka pa hnenah siamthat turin a 

rawn keng thin. Hlim takin ka ngaithla a.  

  Thil dang min hrilh a: September 16, 1950-a Domodossola thleng tura 

Rome ka paltlang lai khan virtual-in kan inhmu a. Giuse, ka la koh dan 

chuan Kum Thianghlim pualin bicycle-in a lo thleng tawh a. Adventurous 

journey: Domodossola chu tlangram boot ha chunga rang taka pedal thin 

ruam atanga puithiam pakhat nen an chhuahsan dun a. A hnung zui chu thil 

theih loh tluk a ni. Salad lak tumin thlai huan engemaw zat a hmuh chuan a 

ding ta chauh a ni. Khualzinna chanve velah chuan Giuse chu a awm ta mai 

a. Kawng lakah chuan kawngpuiah thil zuar pakhat, bicycle hlui, bawlhhlawh 

paihna, hralh tur keng chu a hmu a. Rome thlengin an inkawp reng a.  

  August thla a lo thleng a. Factory chu chawlhni atan khar a nih avangin 

Lake Mergozzo tlangah ka unaunu Rosa chu tlawh turin ka rilru ka siam ta 

a. In enkawltu nunna nei te chu ni engemaw zat awm turin ka ngen a. He 

ngaihtuahna hi Giuse hnenah ka sawi tawh chauh a ni. In chhungah chuan 

hmeichhe dang holiday hmang an awm bawk. Chung zingah chuan nun 

pakhat beautician niece pawh a tel. Ni 15, Assumption ruai ni zing khan 

Mass zawhah a room-ah practice turin min ko a. Kan hmai chu cream chi 

hrang hrang, mascara leh lipstick hmangin a khat a: wax milem ang maiin 

kan lang. Chawhmeh ei laiin nun aunt chuan a farnu chu a ko leh a: 

hetianga min enkawl hian awmzia a nei lo.  

  Chawhnu lamah chuan tukverh atang chuan dil lam chu ka en a, Giuse 

chu a rawn chhuak a. Chu porcelain hmel nen chuan hmuh ka duh lo. 

Kawngkhar bula min hmuh chuan min hre lo tluk a ni. Experiment a nih thu 

leh hmeichhe dangte pawh an inthlak danglam tawh thu ka hrilhfiah a, 

ngaihdam ka dil a. Chawhnu lamah chuan in huanah kan kal a. Zan lam pan 

chuan min lo hmuak a: "In hmu thuai ang, Domodossola-ah, mahse i hmai 

chu a hma ang bawka fai leh thar takin."  

  



 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

77 

Bung sawm leh pahnih - Violette  

 

  

  Vawikhat chu kar hnih chhung chawlh a zo ta a, tlai dar 1 atanga zan dar 9 

thleng shift-in factory-ah hna ka thawk leh a, machine spindle-a bobbin ka 

thread lai chuan Giuse chungchang ka ngaihtuah a, mahse chutih rual 

chuan ka ngaihtuah lo hmuh duhna nasa tak an nei a ni. Zan dar 9 velah 

chuan siren a rawn ri a, ka thinlung chu a na nghal zung zung a. Folder chu 

stamp ka tih zawh chuan gate chhuahnaah chuan semi-darkness-ah bicycle 

ka hmu a. Amah a ni tak zet a ni: ka lam pan chuan a rawn kal a, zak takin 

ka hmai a en a: "I like you so simple" a ti a. Bicycle tube-ah min thut tir a, in 

lamah min hruai haw ta a. Zan ha chibai bukna awlsam tak kan inthleng a. 

Hei hi nitin deuhthaw a thleng thin. Pathianni chawhnu lamah chuan a bul 

hnaia khaw hrang hrangah bike-in tlemte kan kal a. Ni khat chu ka pa leh ka 

nu, unaunu pahnih leh unaupa pakhat min hriattir turin a inah min hruai a. 

Zawi zawiin a pa u leh pa te pawh chu ṭhian angin min hriattir bawk.  

  Ka nu chuan balcony atanga min hmuh chuan in lam pan chuan min rawn 

chho ta a. Chu tlangval chu a doted lai chuan kei chu ka thutlukna siam lo 

hle. December 8th, Immaculate Conception ni, ka hming vuah ni khan 

kawngkhar a ri ta a. Florist a ni a, carnation sen par chu min pe a. "Mom, 

Giuse chuan duhsakna min rawn thawn a!". Note ka hawn khan a va 

beidawnthlak tak em: amah ni lovin, naupang kum 14 mi, accident-a ka 

hmuh kha a ni. Signature nen "I love you" tih a inziak bawk. A kum rualpuiah 

ka ngai a ni mai thei.  
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  Krismas hma lawk khan Giuse chu vase lian tak, rawng hrang hranga 

siam, chocolate khat leh greeting card kengin a rawn lang a. Lawmthu ka 

sawi a, zanlai mass kan nei dun a. In lama ka haw chuan heti hian min hrilh 

a: "Naktuk hian ka chhungte nen ka chhungte nen chaw ei turin kan kal a 

ngai a ni. Boxing Day-ah kan hmu leh ang che". Ni 26 zing khan ka nu 

hnenah "Chu tlangval nen chuan ka chhuak tawh lo, vase chu ka pe let leh 

a, commitment ka duh lo" ka ti a. Tin, a mitmeng khauh takin: "I â a, 

chocolate te kha i ei tawh lo a nih chuan i ti thei ang."  

  A hnu ni lamah chuan Giuse chu a hma ang bawkin hnathawhna atanga 

min rawn hruai turin a rawn kal a. Kawngpui zau takah chuan kea kal emaw, 

bicycle tube emaw-ah chuan ka be lo tluk a ni. Kum 1955 kumthar ni khan 

mass ka kal a. Ani pawh a awm a, a tawpah chuan min zui haw ta a. 

Kawngka bulah chuan: "Hetiang khawpa min tuar tir tur hian i rilruah eng 

nge i neih ka hre thei ang em?", a mittui a tla thla a. Chu straw chuan 

sanghawngsei hnungzang chu a tikehsawm a, ka nuih a za hle. Min fawp a, 

"Vawiin chawhnu hian Mount Calvario-a vespers-a kal turin ka rawn hruai 

ang che. Vespers hnuah ACLI club-ah film an entir dawn a ni," a ti a. Ka 

pawm a, kan thlah ta a. In lamah ka report a, ka nu chuan hlim takin: 

"Chutiang tlangval tha chu i hmu leh tawh lovang," a ti a.  

  Tlai dar 2 velah chuan Via Crucis chapel awmna mule track zawhin 

Calvary lam panin kan chhuak ta a. Sanctuary kan thlen chuan vespers kan 

sa a, malsawmna kan dawn zawh chuan club-ah kan kal ta a. Film hming ka 

hre lo a, mahse a boring hle a, chuvang chuan khawpuiah Catena cinema-

ah kir leh turin ka rawt a, chutah chuan film tha zawk, "Violette" tih chu kan 

en thei ta a ni.  

  April thla khan Vigezzo ruam leh Centovalli-ah rel hmangin kan zin a, a nu 

leh pa nen Locarno-a flower float festival-ah kan kal a. Giuse-a godfather 

nen kan inhmu a, ani chuan "girlfriend" tiin min inhmelhriattir a. A kut chu a 

pocket ah a dah a, a wallet atang chuan Swiss franc 10 a la a, Giuse 
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hnenah a pe a, "Well done, engtikah nge in innei dawn?" Kan in en a, kan la 

sawi ngai lo.  

  A hnu ni lamah chuan inneihna ngaihtuahna chu kan hlim tan ta a ni. In 

lamah phei chuan kan sawi dun a. Mom chu a hlim hle a mahse chutih rual 

chuan sum leh pai lama harsatna a awm tlem hle. Zawi zawiin sheet tlemte 

leh underwear thenkhat kan lei ta a. Mamawh bik kan nei lo. Apartment te 

tak te, modest tak kan zawng a. Hmanlai Motta district-ah kan hmu a, 

chuvang chuan inneih ni chu kan ruat a: Monday 19 September. Ka nu nen 

Panzarasa puan dawrah chuan inneih puan tur lace lei turin kan kal a, Mrs. 

Tilde, furrrier hnenah chuan ka hruai a, ani chuan hmangaihna nen siam 

turin min tiam fo thin.  

  Town hall-ah chuan ka nu chuan kum tling lo ka la nih avangin marriage 

banns-ah a sign a ngai a. Giuse nu leh pa pawh an lawm hle. Parish-ah 

chuan Monsignor Pellanda chuan fuihna thu mawi tak tak min hrilh a: 

"Nunin kan tana a dah hlimna leh lungngaihnate hmachhawn turin rinna 

nasa tak nen inngaitlawm reng rawh. Nave-a tlantu sen chu ka zawng 

chhuak ang che  

  Kan chhungte leh ṭhiante list chu a hma ang bawkin kan thilpekte hnena 

thlen tur list kan siam a ngai a ni. Khualzin tlemte chauh an awm. Giuse nu 

chuan "Chhungkaw khatah pahnih" a ti a. Zawi zawiin mi 35 kan thleng ta a. 

Thuhretu tur thlan an ni tawh: Giuse-a pa u Carmelo leh kei atan chuan kan 

inkhawmna architect Pierino. Inneihna hma kar khatah Don Giuseppe 

Briacca kaihhruai mipa oratory chuan party min buatsaih sak a. Master 

Furiga chuan blackboard-ah chibai bukna thlalak a ziak a, a ṭhiante hming 

ziakna scroll a siam bawk. Pastry leh drinks in a khuh dawhkan pawh a 

awm bawk. Oratory-ah chuan chutiang party chu a la awm ngai lo. Saints 

Gervasio leh Protasio-te collegiate biak in chu siamṭhat mek a ni a, 

kawngpui sirah pawh lungpui leh lungin a khat a, mahse hmeichhe duh tak 

ṭhenkhat chuan Giuseppe leh Concetta te chawimawina atan theihtawp 

chhuahin an tifai a ni.  
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  September 16 khan Zizì leh Micherillo te chu an lo thleng a, Concettina 

chu nupui a neih dawn avangin an insawn a, maicham thlengin a zui a ngai 

a, a pa awm tawh lo hmun chu a luah ta a ni.  

  Chutih lai chuan thilpek tlemte a lo thleng a: coffee bawm, coffee grinder, 

rosolio glass, duhsakna dawngtu chhungte leh ṭhiante hnen aṭanga saucer 

leh cutlery set, Pierino leh a pa u te hnen aṭanga kitchen set. Women’s 

Catholic Action chuan Chhungkaw Thianghlim nen khum bulah lemziak min 

pe a, assistant Don Benetti chuan pangpar dum mawi tak, tangkarua 

cheimawina min pe bawk.  

  A hma zan chu a rei ta hle mai. Ka nu fa naupang pathum neia awm tawh 

leh resources tlemte nei tawh chu ka ngaihtuah a. "Rinna i nei tlem hle a, 

oratory school khan nunah hian Providence a awm reng tih an zirtir lo che 

em ni?", ka ti a. Monday ni 19 khan dar sarih ah ka tho a. Mrs. Tilde chu 

lace dress ha chungin a rawn thleng a. Min inthuam a, Milan-a ka veil lei 

chu a siam tha bawk. Zing dar 9 velah Biak In lama min hruai turin taxi a 

rawn thleng a. Ka buai hle a, min en rengtu tuifinriat ka hmu a. Giuse chu 

maicham bulah chuan orange pangpar bawm kengin min lo nghak tawh a, a 

farnu Rosa chuan a zui a, a chhan chu nu Olimpia chuan fa hmasa ber 

nupui neih tur chu a phur lutuk dawn a ni. Red runner-ah chuan Uncle 

Micherillo nen chuan ka zawm ve ta a.  

  Mass chu a tan ta a. Monsignor Pellanda pawh a emotional hle. Thuchah 

fuihna thu te, ring malsawmna te, dam chhung zawnga rinawmna thutiam te 

leh, inkhawm tawp lamah chuan hming ziakna te ka hre reng a ni. Ka 

chhuah dawn chuan Pierino-a nu, chutih laia ka pi ni bawk chuan ka rilruah 

Catholic Action hmeichhiate badge chu a dah a.  
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Bung sawm leh pathum - Nun thar  

 

  

  Biak in chhunga lawmna an hman zawh chuan Grandazzi bar in via 

Castellazzo-ah chawhmeh an ei zui bawk. Khualzinte nen kiss pakhat leh 

kiss dang inkar ah aperitif kan ei a, pizza leh pastry thenkhat nen. Suitcase 

la tura mum nen kal dun in-laws Olimpia leh Armando te chu special 

greeting and kiss a ni a, chutah chuan honeymoon atan 12.15 train man 

turin station lam pan chuan an tlan nghal a.  

  Mommy chu a mit a chhing a. Compartment chhungah chuan kan lut ta a. 

Station master chuan whistle ri chungin kan chhuah tur thu a puang a, 

Giuse nen chuan kan inhmuhna hnuhnung ber tur chuan window atang 

chuan kan inbeng kang a. Kan nun adventure chu a intan ta a.  

  Florence kan thlen chuan Mrs Tilde, furrrier-in a tarlan hotel lam pan chuan 

kan kal ta a. Luxury entrance-ah chuan music-in min lo hmuak a, chutah 

butler chuan third floor-a room-ah min hruai a. Kan tan chuan engkim a thar 

vek a, double bed-ah pawh kan mu thei.  

  Khawpui kan tlawh ni khatnaah chuan Piazzale Michelangelo-ah kan kal a, 

chutah chuan Florence khawpui zawng zawng chu i en thei a ni. Thlalak 

thenkhat kan la a: Giuse-a camera chuan film roll khat hmangin thlalak dum 

leh var pariat a la thei a.  

  Ni thumnaah Rome lam panin a chhuak ta. Hotel chu a tlem zawk a, a 

chhan chu inthawina hmanga sum khawlkhawm chu a tling tawk a ngai a ni. 

Kum Thianghlima Giuse-a’n a hmuh basilica pali leh Trevi tuikhuah tlawh 
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turin ni hnih khat kan ding a. Esedra tuikhuah pawh kan kir leh a, chu chu 

'53 zan hmingthang tak, Signora Grazia rel hnuaia a tlak lai kha a ni.  

  Sicily lam pan hun a lo thleng ta. Khualzin rei tak hnuah rel chu Calabria a 

thleng a, a tawpah chuan Villa San Giovanni atang chuan Sicily chu hmuh 

theih a ni ta a ni. Giuse chuan chutiang hun chu a hlim hle a: rel chu ferry-

boat-ah chuan a chuang a, Madonnina chu Messina lawng chawlhna 

kawngkaah chuan a sang hle.  

  Kan nu naupa Uncle Carmelo chuan a nupui Gaetana leh a fanu Rosetta 

leh Antonietta te nen station-ah min lo nghak a.  

  Lal pahnih ang maiin min lo hmuak a. Messina tlawh turin ni hnih kan awm 

a: naupan laia ka hmuh tawh cathedral darkar, Madonna di Montalto leh 

square mawi tak tak dangte.  

  Chu in chhungah chuan tlin lohna pakhat chauh a awm a, chu chu zanriah 

ei laiin uncle leh cousin te chu an inchei a, dawhkan bula thu ai chuan: 

"Tuipui kamah chuan kal ila" an ti a. Giuse nen chuan peckish takin kan 

chhuak ta a. Zan dar 11 vel khan kan haw leh a, pi chuan chaw a siam tan 

ta a. Zan khat chu an hnim hring zingah chuan sauce-ah chuan a dah a, 

mahse a pawimawh ber chu hmangaihna a ni a, tih dan a ni lo.  

  Ni thumnaah chuan mittui tlemte nen rel-ah min zui a. Uncle Micherillo chu 

Novara thleng tur chuan taxi driver nen Terme Vigliatore station-ah an awm 

a. Zizì, aunt Maricchia leh aunt Peppina te chuan khuaah min lo nghak a. 

Domodossola lal fapate lo thleng ang maiin a lang tak zet a ni.  

  A tûkah chuan Badiavecchia-ah ka pa lam aṭanga ka pi Concetta leh ka pa 

u, unaunu leh unau te tlawh turin kan kal a. Ka pi zuk leh hmuam dawr 

awmna square te tak teah chuan, chu khuaa cheng mi tam tak, naupan laia 

min hre tawhte chu an lo pungkhawm a, midangte chu: "Concettina chu a 

pasal nen a lo thleng ta!"  
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  Kisses, inkuah, hmel sen. Ka tan chuan mumang ang maiin a lang. Ram 

ka chhuahsan atanga kum nga chiah a liam tawh.  

  Ni hnih hnuah taxi driver “Cauzi i Lupu” chuan Taormina lam panin min zui 

a. Chawhnu lamah chuan restaurant-ah min hruai a, chutah chuan kutkawr 

dum nen min rawn pe a. Giuse nen chuan kan in en a: "Pawisa kan nei tling 

ang em?". Ruahsur nasa tak hnuaia Taormina leh chuta tang chuan 

Castelmola kan tlawh hnu chuan tlai lam pan chuan Novara-ah kan kir leh a, 

chau mahse kan lungawi hle.  

  A tuk zingah chuan Domodossola lama kir leh hun a ni tawh. Nun thar tura 

thutiamte chuan min nghak reng a.  
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Bung sawm leh pali - Kan bu hmasa ber  

  

  '50 leh '53-a Domodossola panna kawng chu ka lo thawk tawh a, mahse a 

vawi khatna atan ka chhuak ang mai a ni: nupa angin nun thar lam panin ka 

kal mek a ni.  

  Vawikhat chu rel-a ferry-boat-a kan chuan zawh chuan terrace-ah chuan 

kan chho a, lawng chawlhna hmuna Madonnina leh Sicily-te chu zawi zawiin 

an inthlak danglam tih kan hmu a.  

  Mittui tla chungin tawlailir lam pan chuan kan kir leh a, thing bench-ah 

chuan kan thu a. Chutih lai chuan bunks a awm lo.  

  Zan a lo thlen chuan kan kawrfual hrual chungin kan muhil tan ta. A chang 

chuan tukverh atanga thlir turin kan tho chhuak thin. Station pawimawh 

takah chuan stationmaster chuan khawpui hming chu ring takin a puang 

chhuak thin. Naples-ah chuan kawngpui sirah "guaglioni" pizza hralhna 

hmun a awm a. Slyly takin khualzinte hnen atangin pawisa an la hmasa a, 

chutah rel chu a chhuak a, pawisa leh pizza nen an awm ta a ni.  

  Zawi zawiin Milan lam chu kan hnaih ta hle mai. Domodossola panna rel-

ah chuan kum 5 kalta a a vawi khatna atana ka tawn tawh rilru natna chu ka 

hre leh ta a: Lake Maggiore, Ossola tlang, lung in chungte. Tun ṭumah hian 

ka pasal Giuse nen kan awm dun. Chawhnu lam vel khan kan tum chu kan 

thleng ta a.  

  Giuse Armando nu leh pa chuan min lo nghak reng a. Lawmna a ni: dar ri 

an siam thei a nih chuan.  

  Nu Olimpia nen chawhmeh rang tak kan ei dun a, chutah chuan Motta 

district-a kan nursery thara chawlh hahdam turin. A tuk zingah chuan 

factory-ah ka hna ka thawk leh a, Giuse chu sakna hmunah a kir leh ta a.  

  Ka ngaihtuahna chu ka nu hnenah ka thlawp loh avangin a kal a, mahse 

ka thlarau lam director Don Benetti chuan tawngtai turin min fuih a, mi tam 
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takin an hmangaih tih min tiam a ni. A châng chuan Giuse-a nên a inah 

chaw ei tûrin kan kal a, a nuam hle. Chutih lai chuan ka unaunu pakhat 

chuan chhûngkaw tâna ṭanpuina thar thawhtu hna a hmu a.  

  Rei vak lovah chuan mum, mum Olimpia leh dad Armando te hnenah July 

thlaah pi leh pu an nih tur thu kan puang ta a.  

  Naupai harsatna ka nei tan a mahse hnathawh chuan min rawn ko ta. 

Tichuan hnathawktute chu tuna an awm ang hian venhim an ni lo. Giuse 

hian pawn lama sakna hmun aiin hna tha zawk a hmu thei a: factory tenau 

tak, thinga thil siamna, barrel plug te, wool skein te phelh theihna hmanrua 

te leh "paungi" (thinga spinning tops) te pawh a siam thei a ni. Thla nganaah 

chuan nakin lawka nau piang thar turte tan pram zawngin dawr kan tlawh 

tan ta a. A zau zawng chu luhna kawngkhar aiin a lian zawk fo thin a, in 

sawn kan tum a ngai a ni.  

  Chutih lai chuan agency an awm lo, i kal a, hetah leh khawiah pawh i zawt 

thin. Providence chuan via Scapaccino-a in pakhat chhawng hnihnaah 

apartment min zawng tir a, chu chu furrier-te hnathawhna hmun bulah chiah 

a ni.  

  Hun rei vak lo chhungin insawn chu kan buatsaih ta a ni. Khawpui laiah 

kan awm tawh lo va, mahse hla takah pawh kan awm lo, ka hnathawhna 

hmun hnaih zawkah.  

  Thla khata in luah man chu lire 8,000 a ni a, kan hlawh tlemte avang chuan 

a tam hle a, mahse apartment chu a lo lawmawm a, a eng hle bawk. 

Courtyard-ah chuan ram square metre hnih khat vel kan nei thei bawk a, 

chutah chuan thing leh pangpar rimtui tak tak ka chin thei a, chu chu ka 

passion a ni.  

  Vawikhat chu chabi kan dawng a, pindan te chu kan tifai a, window-te chu 

curtain mawi tak tak, valances leh kitchen-a lace curtain hmanga siamin kan 

chei mawi bawk. Vawikhat chu insawn zawh a nih chuan nun chu a 

pangngai angin a chhunzawm ta a ni. Ka pum chu a langsar zual sauh sauh 
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a. Ni khat chu ka thawhpui pakhat chuan engtikah nge maternity leave ka 

haw dawn tih min zawt a, gynecologist hnena kal turin min fuih a. Chuvang 

chuan appointment chu mimal takin ka siam ta a ni. Doctor chuan ka nghah 

rei lutuk avangin min hau mai mai a: "Thla ruk hnuah hna i thawk thei tawh 

lo va, thla sarihnaah i awm tawh bawk: risk i la a ni," a ti. A tuk zingah chuan 

office-ah document ka deliver a, hnathawk pawhin ka naive a ti.  

  Chutih lai chuan ka nu min pek sheet hlui atanga siam sweater, kawr, 

pheikhawk leh diaper te chu ka knitting a, layette chu ka buatsaih ta a.  

  Pram pawh lei turin kan kal a, chu chu mipa nge hmeichhia tih pawh hre 

lovin neutral colour-a ka embroidered sheet hmanga ka buatsaih a ni. A 

tawpah chuan July 2 tlai khan ka tui a chhe a, kan suitcase te chu kan dah 

fel tawh avangin kein damdawi in lam panin kan chhuak ta a. Min endiktu 

gynecologist chuan Giuse hnenah a haw theih thu a hrilh a. Labour a tan 

chauh a, darkar 20 vel a awh a ni. A tûkah chuan nau neihna hmuna ka la 

nghah laiin nau neihna damdawi inah a kir leh a.  

  Hun engemaw chen chu mipa naupang a piang a, nurse chuan naute pa 

hnenah chuan a kal a, naute pa chu rilru natna avangin a na hle mai. Darkar 

khat hnuah chuan kan fa hmasa ber, a pi ang maia Armando tia vuah chu a 

kuah thei ta a ni. Darkar tlemte hnuah pi leh pu, u pa leh cousin te pawh 

hriattir an ni bawk. Khawvel pumah nausen hmasa ber a ni tih a lang.  
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Bung sawm leh panga - Pathian hnenah lawmthu kan sawi...  

  

  Maternity ward-a nurse-te chuan he tisa leh thisen nei thilsiam hi ka pian 

hnu darkar tlemteah ka khumah an rawn hruai a. Ka hnuteah an dah a. 

Naupan lai a zizì-in min siamsak rag doll tih loh chu.  

  Chutih laia damdawi ina awm chu kar khat a ni. In kan haw hmain 

damdawi in biak inah "thianghlimna" dil turin kan kal a, puithiam malsawmna 

a ni.  

  Ward chhungah chuan engkim chu haw turin a inpeih tawh a, mahse ka lu 

chu a rawn inher tan ta. Midwife chuan ka khawsik chu a test a: 39. Ka doll 

nen chuan ni hnih dang kan awm leh a ngai a. A tawpah chuan Thawhlehni 

ni 12-ah chuan dam tawh loin kan haw ta a. Pathianni 15th khan Armando 

chu wheelchair thar hmangin a pa Giuseppe, a thianpa Mariuccia chu 

godmother atan leh a godfather Basilio, oratory-a thian nen baptisma 

channa hmunah an hruai a. Upate chuan rinna dik lo avanga in lama awm 

turin min fuih avangin he huna tel hlimna ka nei lo. Chaw hahdamna tlemte 

buatsaihin ka lungawi ta a ni.  

  Threesome angin nun chu a danglam a mahse ka ti tha khawp mai. 

Bawnghnute tam tak ka nei a, naute chu a lo thang lian a, kar tin nursery 

centre-ah check-up turin ka hruai thin.  

  Vanduaithlak takin thla hnih a ral chuan factory-ah hna ka thawk leh ta a. 

Chutih lai chuan nursery a awm lo. Pi te chuan kar khat ve ve enkawl an 

remti tawh a.  

  Dar ruk shift ka thawh lai chuan Giuse chuan hna a kal hmain bandage a 

pe a, a tumna hmunah a hruai thin. Insconscious ah chuan he naupang hian 

a tuar a, kei pawh ka tap dun a.  

  Vanduaithlak takin hna ka chhuahsan thei lo. Zawi zawiin, rinna nen, mi 

pathum angin kan zinkawng chu kan chhunzawm ta a: chaw ei hmasak ber, 
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ke pen hmasa berte chu thil mak tak tak a ni. Kindergarten ni hmasa berah 

Giuse chuan a tawpah chuan hna hlawh tha zawk a hmu ta a ni. Kum hnih 

khat chu primary school-ah janitor hna a thawk a, chutah chuan 

municipality-ah conciliator hna chelh turin koh a ni.  

  Hei hian factory-a ka hna chu chhuahsanin naupang tan unaupa naupang 

pek ka nghah laiin ka inhlan theihna hun remchang a siam a ni. August 17, 

1962-ah kan fa pahnihna kan pian chu kan lawm hle a. Luciano chu a vun a 

hring a, a sam chu a dum a, Armando nen a inpersan hle. Thufing pakhat a 

ni. Pathianni 26-ah a pa Giuse, a godmother cousin Mariuccia leh a 

godfather Antonio, Giuse-a unaupa te nen baptisma an chang a ni. Tun ṭum 

pawh hian in lamah ka awm a ngai ta. Vawikhat chu ka maternity leave a 

tawp meuh chuan ka fate duhawm tak pahnih tana ka inpe turin ka hna chu 

ka chhuahsan ta a.  

  October 1, 1962 khan Armando chuan a apron dum leh a schoolbag chu a 

kekawr ipteah dahin first grade a zir tan a. Mittui tlemte nen zirtirtu Leopardi 

hnenah kan hlan a.  

  Hemi hun chhung vek hian Domodossola Mayor chuan Giuse chu a ko a, 

khawpui building chhawng hnihnaah awmna tur a pe a, municipal 

messenger a pension lai pawhin a awm lo. Ni tlemte chhungin insawn chu 

kan buatsaih ta a ni. Center-ah chuan amenities zawng zawng kan nei vek 

a. Zan lamah, vawikhat chu kawngkhar lian tak khar a ni a, khawpui roreltu 

kan ni ta a. Mayor office balcony atang chuan nuam takin demonstration te 

chu kan en thei a. Kan window atang chuan kum zabi tam tak kalta atanga 

lo piang tawh, market thenkhat chu kan hmu thei a.  

  Chutih lai chuan Luciano chuan a hmalakna hmasa ber a la ta a: 

municipality hnathawkte mascot a lo ni ta a ni.  

  Giuse hlawh tihpun nan hna siam ka duh a. Ka thiante tan window, khum 

leh pillow te ka dressing tan ta a. Thu a darh a, chuvang chuan "curtain 

lady" ka ni ta a ni. A hun awl neihah Giuse chuan line inkhawmna tur 
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buatsaih dan a zir a, Pathian hnenah lawmthu awm rawh se, nun nuam 

zawk kan hmang thei ta a ni.  

  October 1, 1968 khan Luciano hian zirtirtu Luisa Cerri nen sikul a tan 

bawk.  

  Hun a liam thuai a. Thlasik lai chuan Italy ram vel chu camping tent nen 

chawlh hmangin kan kal a. A châng chuan Sicily thlengin, ka pianna khua 

thlengin.  

  July '73 khan Val d’Aosta-ah camping kan nei a, naupai chhinchhiahna 

hmasa ber ka nei tan ta a. February 16, 1974 khan unaunu naupang 

Daniela chu kum sawm leh pariat mi lek Armando leh kum sawm leh pahnih 

mi Luciano te tan a lo thleng a. Carnival hunlai a nih avangin Town Hall 

kawngka pink ribbon entu mipuite chuan fiamthu ang maiin an ngai a. 

Parish puithiam chuan Easter zanah Baptisma lawm turin min fuih a, kan 

thianpa Gianna chu godmother atan hmang ila, kan u Benito chu godfather 

atan hmang turin min fuih bawk.  

  Rinna dik lo tih loh chu tun ṭumah hian kei pawh April 13 zan khan he 

hunah hian ka tel ve a ni. A tuk zingah chuan oratory-a reception-ah 

khualzahawm zakhat zet an awm a.  

  Daniela pawh a lo puitlin tawh a, tunah chuan tar kan ni tawh. Kan fa 

pathumte hian tu 7 min pe a, chungte chu Stefano, Virginia, Greta, Lorenzo, 

Rebecca, Letizia leh Matteo te an ni.  

  Thuziak chu a tawp ta. September 19, 2015 khan Giuse nen kum 60 kan 

lawm dun a.  

  

  Pathian, Kan Lalpa leh min hmangaihtu zawng zawngte chungah lawmthu 

kan sawi a ni.  
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La Mazza Concetta Maglio, Novara di Sicilia-ah 18 April 1936 khan a piang a ni.  
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Index a ni  

  

1. Pa inah  

2. He khawvel atanga chhuak  

3. Sand-a inkhelh  

4. Oil, cobwebs leh mit sual  

5. Owls te chu  

6. Vossia min ngaidam rawh (Arsi eng) .  

7. Emilia a ni  

8. Swallows te thlawhna  

9. Van kawngkhar  

10. Tusa mawi tak  

11. Porcelain hmai  

12. Violet a ni  

13. Nun thar  

14. Kan bu hmasa ber  

15. Pathian hnenah lawmthu kan sawi...  
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