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When | was twenty months old my sister Rosa was born. Her name was
her maternal grandmother's. Unlike Concetta, Rosa - again according to my
mother - was beautiful, white and pink in complexion, brown hair framing a
harmonious face embellished with two beautiful blue eyes: a flower, like her
name! So much so that when my mother went to the fountain to get water
with Rosa in her arms, her friends asked her how it was possible to give
birth to two completely different daughters. .foar,i,18 - Chista cca, Rusina,
yes you billicchia, but the other...- .foar,p,16 This one, Rosina, yes she is
beautiful, but the other... they said with a grimace of the lips the friends.
Meanwhile, in this situation | continued to be restless, as if | sensed the
premonition of my ordeal, which, thank God, was endured, even if not with
resignation.

To tell the rest of the story, first, | must introduce you to my aunt Antonia, in
short, .foar,i,18 zi 'Ntuoia. .foar, p, 16 she was my mother's older sister,
there was a seventeen year difference between the two. She was a short,
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plump woman, with dirty hair that fell into her eyes. Her neglected face
looked older than she was and there was only so much humiliation in her
blank gaze. At twenty, at that time marriageable age, she married her first
cousin, who had just returned from work in the Sempione tunnel, who had
been widowed and had a three-year-old son. This man, my uncle Michele,
foar,i,18 uncle Micheri, .foar,p,16 was a short man and looked like the
plebeian copy of King Vittorio Emanuele lll, he lived in a house he owned in
a very characteristic street of the town for the steps almost two meters wide.
It was a beautiful house. On the ground floor there was the carpenter's shop
with a large central counter with a vice, two wall cabinets where he kept
rasps, chisels, gimlets, gouges and augers, a lathe to round the feet of the
tables he built, a grinding wheel which served to sharpen planes and
blades, a wood-burning stove with a saucepan to liquefy the glue, boards
stacked everywhere, a few saws attached to the wall, some lucky charms
such as horseshoes, goat horns and turtle skins, in short, one of those
places that now they belong only to the world of memories.
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As you know, after my brother's death, | have to look after my aunt and |
can no longer take care of the countryside, which is why | thought of selling
it. Why don't you buy it? This way your wife would have the opportunity to
breathe good air... Initially Uncle Michele was hesitant about her but then he
went to visit her and was also convinced to buy her. In a short time the
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contract was stipulated and the property became his. Thus, the lookalike of
Vittorio Emanuele lll, increasingly shrewd and treacherous, proposed to
aunt Antonia: - you will learn to pick figs and let them dry. When you have to
wash clothes you will go down to the river and get the water needed for
drinking and cooking by digging a hole in the sand to purify it. - we could
retire to live in the countryside: | will work as a carpenter for the families who
live in the nearby hamlets of San Basilio, Vallancazza, Badiavecchia and
Piano Vigna. It will be uncomfortable in winter when the river swells with
water but | will overcome this obstacle. You, on the other hand, will be able
to enjoy the countryside. With her gaze lowered, Aunt Antonia, once again,
did as she was ordered: .foar, i, 18-Cuomu tu voi, eu fazzu.- .foar, p, 16 As
you want, | do, she obediently replied the poor girl .
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They called him to cut down a tree and left it to dry for a couple of years.
The tree trunk was then mounted on a wall. The carpenter held the saw
from above and an assistant below: .foar,i,18 "Serra serra mastro dascio
who dumé fagimmo a cascia" .foar,p,16 (Saw saw or great master that
tomorrow we will make the chest).
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Meanwhile, my father returned from Sardinia, stayed just a week, enough
to get my mother pregnant, and left again. It was 1939 and the following
year Antonietta was born. | still vaguely remember that my aunt Antonia took
me to Novara to see my mother and | saw my sister for the first time. |
wanted to stay at home to cuddle little Antonietta but my aunt, more and
more in control of my life, as rigid as a soldier, told me: .foar,i,18 -
Turnemmu at home, I'll make you a beautiful causitta - .foar ,p,16 (Let's go
home, I'll make you a nice doll).
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In those days a woman of Venetian origin was the midwife of San Basilio.
When the river was in flood in winter, uncle Michele carried her on his
shoulder .foar,i,18 (a ciancalea) .foar,p,16 for purchases at the pharmacy in
Novara. She stopped at home and said "Antonia, give her a shawl, it's cold".
You poor aunt, | don't know if you understood that you were Michele's lover.
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o frw fod @ HUS 9913 Ag 71 3daR T H aRT ¢ Aifhet @ kA <} offa
el It

1941 & 9fEY T gg T foeg W O 3 wfshar 7 sot A & sika
3T 3P GIRd B A ITRT VG I T 370! fheTd ge- o A &f 3T R
Tt T GaRT (& HIXY S & Hadl SidT| a1 I Ug UgH 81 of 31 A TR
TS &d ST agfal U d H 39 Ted dd IR 818 1311 8T, 3 IR o 38
faq & 32 foxR yAT 3o I, HUS IARS B I9d ¢ &l M, UUS! 3R
yigsy 2 e o e i s 3% Tl B¢ 71 dan I fae b
®d $o T UR DI g BRI o1 T A1 3§ b & J dwal I Fifes o 3o

19



39 1 grad o= o= It H 9o a4 2E uTs foxit Siga! faA-vd & e
g, = 39, 9 o3 1t &t yar A3 T

Before leaving, the mother tried to leave the grandfather's house in order,
as the poor guy was left alone. She thought about putting in electric lights,
at that time the prerogative of the lords. Before she used "u lusu" to oil.
Uncle Michele was disturbed by this: a few days later he called the
electrician in turn and had him also install the light in his house, so when |
went to the village | too enjoyed a little light on the steep wooden stairs.
When | had to go to the toilet .foar,i,18 (in latrea), .foar,p,16 basically a
simple hole that was on the ground floor behind his laboratory, there were
always coffins stacked next to it, which the uncle built to be ready in case of
request.

On the morning of March 1st 1942, dressed in blue satin with light blue
sleeves, together with my uncle and grandfather Tore, | accompanied my
mother and her little sisters to the post office in Piazza di San Sebastiano,
that is, yes, to the bus, which would take them to at the Vigliatore railway
station. Her 4-year-old sister Rosa didn't want to come up and her uncle, to
convince her, said to her: .foar, i, 18-if you don't come up you'll get two feet-
foar, p, 16 (I'll fart you twice) .

T 9gT, SO ARl < UUTd $d, A3 DS o AIaRT I 1 X8 A3f1| H I 8¢ gl
R gphal O T U el S ¢ P9 d A Hiral g1l Mg &t 3fbet 7 3%
31 d I & ofd | I P T T 81 df of I&1 WId §18 Tb | bl a1y o
TG | &1 Ugaen fug! 3fTs oy 9 I & Il &1 Ual @i T | ardT = 39 36
RGOS 3farede U g1 o ®R = Uil o 39 7 el 8T, gsl 3¢ 3
forsr 41 871 P T TR [ B8 3 T 3T 3T I W T 3P WM
1ft T df St R &1 916 Heardt S| U g ST IRI ST 39 dd &
T U ®9 Uie 71 9&Y 7, T 77 o Rierh 7 i) 918 @3 3 9qu 9% 5
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gq & HeuT A PIdl Bl

IS WH T 3T fo @it weiar 3 fonft aro o 9 9% 9% & o ufy W
RIS o 3Hig it foremr Ram o Ugt wert <& fvare WRidl o af of |
Ul F&fl & TOIT S(eR d Gg Hall I Ug! Uab! | §aRT H: §Ul § 81 |d gdbal
I, R At § JeR o fag g9 eRAT T S9-dih 9 ARe] 91ed 39
Sffera uw aruy Sffe 1S BT Bidm ot oid) 8 oY g Ul wel &
3eaT =1 AIRAT 87, 3Mg 3 HEH <f 9 &) ol I =r=h S & I 39
gt & 3% R der| 39 & H 39 I Alcqd® a&il d 39 gaR &R el
I U I I 5% ATt IR gt o FerdsH “ad S| hge! =M, el Wit
3T 3T 7 dRB IS 3T &, S Y IRG STUR g1 & AN 8R Iay gial
Siial 81, # 3¢ PIel ER @il 81 S 3fig fft 3= Uqge T d alel-arg! &id
T3 STTS{T, TR TR T o 3RS S Ug Ses! - U

I X BT O Fal H I G Gah! of WX Hd dhg §did Hidl oial U o fg
Irect e siar U shd fag W fRe B $t aRd HIwt B 71 9
JGUT 3(d [AHT B0 UHG: TR 381 4 AP UAR ATd dal AT &7 ghal, aue
fog erer o1 waE o & Siq7 feam =y 1t oig Jer ufa I &1 af I
U1 A e WS TR NYTRT ATGDID de- dhd b= URal UH[il 3
3P H T TWHET @ 47 Bl e T8 &1 9w Il fFH-fpw ¢ arRa
Y UH & 3T IRl 3d o9 1 g s a1 Y, gy Uil Uebial &l
foh g, Fd 919, HIHaa 3fd g% a9 g 36 4 T a1 TR & AR F&al
ST faa 361 A fe® YR & AR f&w1 g df 361 & HTAaR Tt 31d aaf
firact g8, dfed 381 & sg-dg af ¥a9 HIAT UHel 8 a1 § W I ard
HTH! ! gigT| 8 Iad AR $ He Il HF ¢ 23T WRiaq g ofl, or al,
o9 U9 SR {9 e 81 A gun gidl 7, U1 S $fid ieTHlG &l X, Whaw,
31 dedal g5, ol fh adl dal 881 Ug IR W TTe Uard § Bl 3¢ Ade®
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3T 3o grer-ardl & ISl R 9@R A3 8T dlfgal o 3 i GIeR[: -
faRal, 3¢ HId SU IO d WIHHY Hd W ¢ U9 gl 4, 3iig Wie-die 7
3R I AP PIa R AgT Tl - I RS -1 R I M S 8T S R
frder firft 59 #erglu = ol #f @ fUar &3 I+ &t g = s Ion
FRe-| 3 Il 3¢ T THRA A & S PIRIRT DI of DHa-dg oig, | 3
Tl THrerar 81 a1 7 ST 1ol IR §I UTs a1 T af of 3= A feae|
RideR g 71aT 81 d Ydbs F &t Ut kg ot ¢t Us &1 &R <ran fanft uf
T WS T, 3 ADIGR B Falg ARERT DIl of B IUR ToR 398! ofl, G IS
T IR DI B 3MEd AR o TOlH §18 ¢ Tk | TR JHIRM T IRIEd & o
3ig OR 38 Mo ¢ dR TR s MU g1 I dldh Pdl TR B¢ o YUeh A3 g,
AN I Bs &l UIe AP ol ¢ S & oig TR We! ¢ ¢ho g A A1 8R
pfeal 4t Rafsaa sreM ddl T 3= 3 APpale d SIS UeH o IHE
&l 80 DA TRl ¢ ¢hs d &ibale !l HAX aRd foepd 7d I § X d
et wd Tt < a°f W ffear 81, T A5 9eT 81 o SRR fh Tt
AT S, Piot 3t ert=ar 3 il R g uit g9 IR € AR forgen @
Rrarar 811 31 A fR Aleqg® g Uiel 9 & & d19y forad ds 3iadl, R
T Tar et O fh b E i1 3% ST g e WH Bls 18 df ADIGR
fArf eR A% el 9wl 7 39 df T a1 fh <Xe fohd g1 d dieieR A SaTd i
for T 5gd Sl Tt B, TR 3fRat e AreRt a1 AR B

Surprisingly, the result was positive and | was admitted to the second
class: | was ready to go to school, but the problem of the apron arose. Uncle
Michele had gone to the shop the previous day and bought a remnant of
black fabric. Aunt Antonia made my uniform for me within a day. More
money was needed to purchase the folder. My uncles had money but they
were obsessed with saving so he, the miser, did his best and made me a
plywood folder with a window clip. They didn't even buy me a pen. My uncle
built one with a thin piece of wood with a nib attached to the end. They
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couldn't replace the two notebooks and the pencil and had to buy them. On
October 1st of 1942 my aunt accompanied me to school. First she had gone
to the mayor to ask for a birth certificate which the school required because
| was out of class. The teacher was full of kindness and welcomed me with
kindness, but | was afraid of her, perhaps because instead of her right arm
she had a rubber prosthesis due to an accident that occurred as a child in
her father's pasta factory. | was assigned a seat in the front rows. My new
companions, who hadn't seen me the year before, intrigued by my
presence, muttered among themselves: .foar,i,18 - But why is this sicca-
sicca? - .foar,p,16 (Who is this skinny little girl?). | was very intimidated and
ashamed, | couldn't open my mouth and | didn't even answer the questions
that the teacher lovingly asked me.

H STt 9= 81 d B HId URIE A s d1eR Hdbad df figwd 78! at, 3 3%
Rt # e Uend o 31 39 HRU R gor R W1 == A it ardie Sk
B I AN 3T 4 € Sget a8 o 3T foT ¢ g = A2 gaet widh g€ o
dfide 7 d g a1 33 T giar 811 3l {3 9 $9 1o &I udl A STl AReRAT A
it <lacie Yol faT, IR dd-de 3iig Yoail Sial o1 d J ST 30+ TR a109
TS T3 871 TR Tguried firft FoRsiars #vq 818 Al 9 dreelt eldq 38 ford
T T &d Jet 71T 81 A TR 9 QIR B ol HIRIR & 18 PG 5

318 IP-gU T 39 3Rd TG 7 o 71 9 fidq 7, fo/e & 7S 9 TR IR T
3R Rl T 3 ©e UG aa Uial 81 O 39 &Yl 3¢ &d Gl = a
I AT -3 81| Iren R Sdar 11t I e 9 aRd &4 e d IRE & add o
A 3¢ Fd b GRIETd € foam Sid Sfie 81 TR Werar dad ardt 3o
gfd T 9% TSR O I R 8l Xgdl It B8 U & IH 9 H wet Igre SRl
TR 4 Uest odl Idal X8| 318 I H 3P & AR Ied  UHR B
IR gt Are foR argele &1 =81 Ial |
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Jqd W AYY 3¢ g, FHIN T | Ha-ba IHNI DIl & Hdl AR 9 305
Yepal 81 d W T A5 Ay 3ifal 871 3! arft d foer usidt aneft el areres &
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dl IR I3 99 S & TRU I HHHA]|

O dI9 H Xhd 9 BIs 351 B g BRI G| Ugal fdHTe! ¢ 3fd fag Arex
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QAT foER, T BT 3fd STHTNie TR ¢ 99 gs {99 faorit yaw &) <4l |
a1gal o1 fob SRd 8, T o1 I1gal fob & sidber o T fo=am mar =g, jem &)
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UgTS ¢} A8 & | Sfch H 3T Il ¢ ATd I8 % HoeR &l 141 foreT 7 WX A1
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Ao de g, T 31 dTeR-5Wd Ui §, Ug 94 (b= g 9 fIE g g1 AT
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JeaT I 3 BT Set pol T g T THIAT AT TI* Sb F Bl gopal i H
I T el o R HA e

3T dUT ¢ IR d U g A SRadr o § S(ut die o 9o 31 | 3t A
HRA To5dT fh H QoiRl T 31 X I 3R g RIS 8T, d H 3MRIST: -
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Tt AT A it 3% gieger fait y@ 81, )R e 3 i @ A3 e
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YTl Wig § d QMU I BICUTHR ¢ Hid 11 Biol RI]deR T & Biel HoM af
REICACS||

T Y s w9 T Bid 8 d IS °S TR A U 8IS 71aT 811 39 el I IR
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| took the laundry to wash and took it to my aunt secretly from Michelillo
otherwise there would be trouble. He didn't even feel love for his father: one
day one of his half-sisters came to Castrangia to tell them that he had died.
“If you don't go away, .foar, i, 18 I'll kick you in the butt” she told her.
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The people of Messina who bought the eggs probably had a chick in their
hands. The figs had to be sipped, only a few could be eaten, the others
were left to dry in the sun to sell or preserve for the winter. In the month of
October, beautiful chestnuts were made in the evening. If there were any
peeled ones left over, my uncle would leave them on the table in the little
room (not on the plate but on the mat greased by the oil that dripped from
the lamp) and in the morning, when he got up at four to go to work, he
would wake me up and hand me the chestnuts and say to me: "You have
breakfast". | obeyed and ate them out of hunger, but they tasted like oil and
inevitably gave me a stomach ache. The uncle bragged around: - | love my
niece, | even prepare chestnuts for her when it's still late at night -. My uncle
actually had hatred in his eyes. Every now and then they were yellow, fiery
red when he got angry: even if small, those eyes invaded his face. They
were small and deep like narrow holes with hate pouring out of them.
Meanwhile, dysentery and worms triumphed. Every now and then my aunt
gave me a teaspoon of oil. This keeps the worms away, she muttered to
convince herself... then she began with the .foar, i, 18 "prichentu":-Mazzai
un vermu gruossu quennu ia pagana, ua u mazzu chi sugnu all Christian.
Or on Monday you hear, or on Tuesday you hear, or on Wednesday you
hear, or on Thursday you hear, or on Vinardi you hear, or on Sabutu you
hear, matteia du jurnu of Easter u viermu sturdudu a tierra casca.-
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foar,p,16 When someone called her from the balcony her aunt kept her
head spinning. They then advised her to take a small glass of ferroquine on
an empty stomach. She convinced her husband to buy it and in the morning
she gave me a glass too.

Furthermore, superstition also reigned in that house. His uncle always had
a headache from the wine he drank, but according to him the cause was

37



someone's evil eye. The wife had to ward him off: she took a plate with
water, poured in some salt and a drop of oil and then began with the
prichentu for the headache: .foar,i,18 - Ogliu biridittu, ogliu santissimu, trasi
ta sta house and chase away this morocchiu, ogliu biriditto get out and
chase away this mammucca... foar,p,16 (Blessed oil, most holy oil enter this
house and chase away this evil eye, blessed oil get strong and chase away
this devil...).

Y= dd &l Ug UsaT, frai-fRrat eral o aral U, 3¢ fay™ ¢ qaes, g
3 1 gR Fal Ul ISl & dlq SR < IR HIH I ! fssdmar A3 d Ial
RR g W8I Ta|

SReH T 31 PR 3R PIgaw M ad P (A, d HiY & $H BIel ghel
fireTsd <R S8 fexi el 811 3 YA o, I=i 3 3Rs, 3 B!
TR I WREE < Tra et &7 A e 9ie) &) 916 IR HudhUt BRe
gI3 31U 3T 1T Yad R 3R 38 d FdaT Uaf| 5 # 3id gl sl af 35
ol g% SFMT B WSl SIge! SIg af a1d ®eal g 3+ oo R o\ W
dHR 3P YN Hd d AR &faol 918 If IR d A9dT| SR Big bl a9 &l
df 39 91 & Aid 11 ererar gl

Ul B 307 T Ha IrEd T IRATAT SR, o TR, HSHT ITR T 27|
R a8 Rider 1 3iig Uad [KeR, Fd yHf ®ig A fohaiHex gR HIal
e 1M Aitd SR 9 9ic |1 Ugd &1 US 9Td <f 39 df &1 A+ 38 auwT
AT g1 |

foiert sramug <t dtef ImEme ¢ Wi IR 3 fod U A 3 dR-BTS 4
SO @) g9 AT BT I IH WR RER A Icit T d W I h-al
ST @RI @ 991 3R A8 31T 313t DY Bl & fau 3= 7 1Rt
ST W TR R G| 3MEH 9 faas d HUs &a 4 W% Hiall 39 dad Iid
"Hal g zaza, TRI Yexar Ia- 9 81 o Bt Tt "zizi® 3ma < 3iied U8 15|

38



3T UMW ¢ TRE T ¢ PG SR dRd G 8¢ df YR 8 a1 3O
A&l ¢ BRI YP ¢ o YPb ¢ H B3 SR [HR Aol T AT, TR 3HIg 1)
IR YP < Al 4 ol IR WIe YA 8 Wilag g 3 99 ¢ DI [Ud SHAS
R IR HdR I Teld ¢ 5 o ydT 7 gt vrer 87 79 1ft oid o3 9 s
e A3 BIdT TRWRT ¢ e T4, IS S d bfer a1 Wile, R A =
SISy Hegw of UiiAT @it o a1eR Mdag 11 oo 9l 7 ¢ b d IR Udsd
fRedeR o gaThTd 8| GUsR T 31 U € Oiqd ¢ US ¢ 36 I i 1
W & TR § b T Sat ¥ TR T, 39 faT od 99 gt ¢ e St
BT T H IR GHRM YF [IGUT Il WHT giel 811 U ¢ @H fag 3
fog g SRl TR ot g1, Sid 9l A U A1d ffd-g9 I ugd
RIBR 0T IR Sig 84, WX S 37d i, 3R 3 o) ¢ 8 foigpe | &R a9y
3 3RA TR 7 S GRagT &l WYd ds W4T SR a1 Ots &f mear| o
feagan, U8  Ued 9o iR <1 S&iwT <8 o= g1l R ok &g e giar
df & 92 & IRl &R Ibal g1, a1 << gliar |

39



3T Ul - &

=

O dt ot ¢ fowa 4, dfor 7S 9 iR UIRaR a1 e &4, df 381 &1 ol &1
foh Sff U/ S & T Slifordl ¢ ad (99 Had BT 3fd dIg HR0T| I FaX Ul
ol B3, IORI 7 Ugd IR Ae, T % dUd ° 3BT Hidl, R SHIHY 3R
SHAT 3! TRl Tt 3T

wig Il =l & aR o11g, SISt 5 IS il Wiet UTs < g1, < 318 U 31U

M fS7a1 815 Tob G 3R HU Il 3R ¢ A o3 ST 397 a1 71 of It
FHHTST &1 I o1 Ulal T I8 Hed Hidl o ;- 7 gl IR T - I
ot g3 yae! & T HR ShaTd HRAT Ieal 81, W H A5 Bt b1 A
Tt 3 ff Sfean: qa Uy & Aone H8 SoM diieal, Ui I 3% aRI
HIPB] T, T3 o T ASEH T T8 OF ¢ BISd g 31 Biol gH 3(T-T 3ol Ha
&t 19 &3 g 311"

T F9 ¢ U UfdT UM, HRHTT d R 9| UM & R HHAT HRYS
B IS AMT A Mt I T B o 3 I g & @i o A
31quiig 7o IN: W 39 37 $U HRO o Y 1t s Uict &1 df 318 Y&
% Ude g, 8 d UY T o0+ 4§ YA aTeR F! fig 7l SR gHi %A Tg g1
SiaT 81 @1 3g Aed &l gad- osd 39 I Y&al d UM d 9! &d [l avd
uerdf dier g1l ufds g ¢ SR e el 1 off el 7 g § af of fivef s
3T T ¢ Uade 9 WA 8ls b | TSAR T Bl daR Pid I, Ta9-
IR PR Tl ope el o T UHl &d 390 ¢ Hg 390 3 o T,

40



STEIdl T WA TRT U g1 TS Wies M IUd &f Ja¥ 3R HUE ¢ 3y
Fd GOl ¢ IR 94 9 7, et o/ Uil ¢ 3 U (<i1d gRIe, 3l ey srel-
& FITem B Seg! QX e &) Hard < TR ) €

T &7 9 w3 A1 Uil 81 df o gail 99 R d¢ ¢ A M 3 Il oHi
O 3 d, SIhR g FRIdmg dxq 3ff df g3 7 ARGI 81, 9 gy fap Wq 3ff
& go IRR T Tie UoH &l W §, o 341 11 39 a7 € ard & S off Fvar 9,
# AR ot 72T ur, =g °f gy Aen) wfFeR 1 TRe 89 ifd d e o A
g1 O 9= Qo) &1 Sl & d bR @ S SR oS oMUl § & &
I I 7 A% Wigedl! sl Piol 3R ¢ 971G TR I SN Wpelt AT
3 Tl qF oIS o 31U FHeeR I TAMT UM BT1 HRER St &I ST dgMI
TSl 3% T faT I 3 A et Ul 1 ST f3e Bier AT @l fe,
S e df BYeT 81 difs SaTal W 9 gid | dTel 391 dofd 8 fh 3 SR a4 ¢
HSGl ¢ BICRG P AU S IHDIG gl SIbx AR AT T Ual g1 o 3fig Pis
B GH BRI DHRal U d 3 I U G311 e 7 af I [l garg fe=il: "smm
T Il Y31 of 31g U o5 3y 1"

T o ol @y It € Fadh-fFae A < dst IR SIRTYAT &1 Us T,
oTg, daR O 3iig feaar 38 e @ I gu iR A il e iR 32 e F owm
U G -5 DY Gh3HT DIol TG ead o [bwd 9 ford ¢ g1 3 ARy & 3o
It e fb § Al Qe argar g1 39 39 HRY ISh 85 718 Bt 34T
Siid <t Iufte €11 R1 3o uT| rafergd @ H 30U Jeunied <f qa- 9 SR g
&t FHSIR AEY BIdT: I¢ HId Whe gl, W A I 7 Ug U¥e 5 ol o H M
Podd 99 UM T ISR 81 USHT| 3 IR Jtha, YR AT i 1 ¢ ged ddb ¢ el
Aot gie T4, 9 31 ¢ AR 17 T 7S A1 Gay HA1 o3, 59 3 a1 g™
qTh! At df df gel H 8 71T 9o ¢ SR FaIed 88 Hhd YeRT ol 81, W
e Y Sg1 YA TG 7 o, o W ¢, T8 AR il Sie gl 39¢ SUR H
HH 3g Blc-Bic HIol UTs dg &1 H U 71 HI%! IRTE WR g1 d W HUS 3

41



ot TSI Uiel 871 U ofR ¢ AT # 36 B8R I SISl AN WUl & W §-1]
I S 7 oA faT qrad BivT df ugdl e ufed aai | 39 i ghH dg g 1 |
T o & W Tl o Gl A i gt 7 fia Sidh & I fo =R &
Tedt T fhAR 3% TR ¢ 35 38 1t FUMTI i SRET 818 d HFS ¢ &4 ¢ 8H
H3 3ig I areen foast 1, forat erTel Yo Al Tea 818 e o # I
aToY 3T [ e

Ugg o S 71 7 Il 3 g o i o qfest it U1 99 aad ot & SAMeR 8!
I T gt 3maer T 3iiE T Fe, Aol AT T[S WIgs T 3R det 3M1h IR ¢
T 9 Sl R IS e Heq 85 37 3¢ Dieh Jwls T | H I W
ST X1 UT| WETHTia® U o 311 8 TTee YAT 3o &, 39 Bl 3] I ok <
g0 Frft oo 9l Sie & YWS AR 1 H GARN U Holl Hdl W@ ofial &,
W T st TR gl g1 B o rht 3 gagrer 71 9 § ghwn Rl g
gerad T gial g1, 39 &3 B 7 wid & & ofig it ghwm uers awie g1
Ryt faeett A1t 31 g1 I, 519 a& b 3 fo =0 9 91 e df $8 esy o
& AU 31 7T d AR 7 30 379 I RIT aRd §% haT & aaT| Hifo &
Fo! IPHC Ay Goo! A1 I I ARY {I3aT| TR % Fo1 M-I &

Pcd < 99 H USRIl ¢ Wk ¢ 3T 9 §9 ¢ HU® o St ¢ g gad [
a7, 3P Ud 9 UISY sl IR A ffeRT <f 9a®! @ o Taill | R 3fTeT
TART T 37O 7 S TR UIE DI A3 71317 gt ol Ble-Bie o= gt faear
B T 1A Tok STS I Aot el B 3R 18 o 3iia+ i Sdfie g1 34 dld
3R A} FIR FH <R Sigg I armer A o 7, frw 0¥ HHE Q... T
3 UTg S1-Ach A |

RydeR = o 3iSiR Uhe g df & Uief IUR Tt T3 d WieP B gadb! qal,
AT YT §h D AchHal T ol sl I IFMT AT 3R M Hied ¢u =
SWS IUR YRIA A S! <1 SiaT 811 F 7 91 318 gao! | Igi-ag!
AP T AN A § Y T Wig g1 39 T JH T TS UHi 36 g SiEh

42



AR T 3SR IR TR 3R 3718 &1 T SRR 3¢ B oI HRal 8Tl Hs
g &1 A g1 3¢ 9 3% Sradl (Bl & BR161 811 hal-dall Sdeh! A ARM ASdT
7| fifoa 1 ST gen T S I H ATHT AR RS 8IS 3¢ b BIg 3T

ofg T UoHT P = 87 df AR A SR S Ara-fuar 1 giud axA s
RIS o 3fig 3T g forfed sreurg fher fgwm o v 9 o SE|
I g 39 FS T fGm A S 1t g § YOIkt @ Yool A g gt qat
I HoHT U1 §, H &t S A5 feaasf | fhr 3= feaman e o o et va|

o618 & A BIcT 3B Ude AT 8T H T T Wl d s 31T 811 3HPHId &l
a1 81 o fiers & &t w81 B R & 99 9rft wen 9 ugs widl 8, o
T Ut 9 Ugal g1 31 R PIal df TR 3% BICT Slel Fel 3 Hars Hift
SISl TR 8 d H IR T 3¢ o g faal

1945 T TR TS SIS aroy 3MU| H 30d 1946 T I fb) fegwan d
3¢ o IRI 47 & 81 SIgS] 3% a=d & ITIE BT Hal ol

T 3T AWl ¢ FA Pls ¥ o GRE ORI H 3[R 301 qlel-ardl d
ITeTE DId SIaT 8T, 5 D1 Ol Blg Tob3f Wial 81 o U gral diel & Jd
IR grel diar g1 vige! 38 M s=dt @1 o = Bt i frf s vy IRt gedh
s ST drgal ol, TR B 9T, Sigs! gavn 31 d wWrdf g1, 3 I - of 3iig
forft 3rge o TS 511 & Uodt I @7, 37t Ao 1 fiRae g1 gHe guy
HRa] g1 3IeH ¢ fad 7 3¢ B YT ¢ 579 & TR M5 | T RE G, W
3N B ¢ a1, # R d << A1 471 A 39 aoig AT HReR Sff |
SR8 & SR Ye T8l Tidl 81T df Wil o fex| 39 91a 3= 3 Ui fa= 818
Fd & YR R iar d TR T IR Fgurdl 39 fag grad givr ad
Tl SIgM 2 R BR gob I 1 TR IR Pig HiopT gl AT IR T/ 4 g1+ 4t
fop 39 forr ¢ T o Rt I 81 Uge 811 R3Nd, BTk Wpd TH 8H ¢
dTe I AReR <t f&3ft o3 ARFT S 9| TR Hi-w) 1f fordrel € 09 UeH ©

43



a1 T Qe UleT 81, I¢ HIdl Bis Tl s giarl H AT YgT piol & 3T UgTs
SR X1 gigar 811 T 381 A 31 I1d ¢ MhRHd BN a9 GrRadT ool &T Hidhl
fe=, 1 fob &1 TTdd deb I a1l b fohed &l 9gd g1 gicdl fied ¥ d 811 94
df e @l 3 7, fd dt g1ed fog & WeR &= aanl 3F-U=s Ide-fhve,
TR-GUeR | B o M B18 1311 Tod TR g 99 o SUH FaM 8d R
MO UgM 3MTel SRRGER ¢ RITP 8§ Jaoh, Selferdd d thd ¢ HARexf - df
B Wi I9| Hied M W a1 S d YN M Jcliare! al I+ RIGwT Sial g7l
ferad 9 o T foepa o forwr A5 RRasi| #R1 g% IHid 89 ¢ A d
g & 7SI I o 371 g7

Hal AT < 3id df ggdt AReR 7 I Iikdl fmer aRd daR &R femr
Tl &1 3ffeF ¢ HUs UikU 3% =9 §9H1 UgT| 3IY 3¢ Il 4f <l @, e
a9 gt oS¢ § oo Al M smas df I foeeman: qu §Ud dF SRd
dagpW i " | fgmd 8l @ & A15 &t el fodel did T foh 39 ¢ geR <t
Td SUR o A3 3G IHhi| 39 BT WHiHY <f ¥ 1 7 7Ter & IfdH a
HUS] I, Hd IR dlferdt o 309 IrEmd < §dmen ¢ &Y, Sgg 39 Hid 3R
&3 7 HING g

BN, 3T & I ot &fd U O H o gHRT aRd T I & TH B fol (d
o ugd foramT o uga of f SaTaT 3R e g

44



DT AT - AGIITI HIb ATH B ¢
GLEEAEILE])

# IR 919 <l g1, f59 3o orRd fag A 1f TR fudreit d Bic YT 91d IR Fid
315 It forgt 1 & ugcl ARt 9@ $¢ Bic dg 1M faare it g=i g% o o
39 &1 7 oot fieh ¢ dgavH faH 9 5% ¢ ¥U 9 T1g oal 8| TR Hi-w A
Tt oo & Toal @ Ao o & B dial 81, TR B 9/l 3 340 39
faaR ¥Hi AR IR 91 B o g1 3Mig il 39 &9 1t TR =it Rgd
& THTET P RIaTg B MR Yoht 711 o 39 31 1 g1, T-Y Aol & 9o | WY
Hi-w Il T d T 3 da%W o ool UR IRl 9 71 38 73Tl 3¢ 916 it ®i
T A3 1 d SHRM T ¥ 7 Il 33T TR IS SRS of 7R qi-wy + foht
3¢ SME WR ¥R g Il 811, 3+ It 36 ot SMg! Sl UTe=-Ureor Sl
U (% dc! o TR OIS &g YA Sex ORI Sidh)| 3@ fad -1 arel H o
JeiF RarE Sielt did 13, ot T Af 7 off efer Ryagar &1, of of T8t S o
T ol T IR & STHFR A dTd o of 3¢ Pid Ug T 375 Hledi 7 d
T8 MRt A5 99T Ihdl| AT fad 3t amdt 3 It 7 o fve 3iS oS
3TY o 31§ 3MEc! B - 3P T4 §I¢ d19Y 3M13fl, MG 3P WRIY TR M
AT 13T Ral U d gl Halol 3T S S8 g 38 718 U - | I8 TR 3% HeH
dTe O:Y 9t = el gaemRmar 9 vei el S¢ Hier df df 9 91 el ardl
gadl 7 TR W Sl "o1d §, H gel. o SaiT it J qgrs A1d avy ial

45



gf, & Sou dral g fob gt Ui faa X80 af Saret TR Hid M1 T¥iE $Re gl
T Al € HA 1" I 41 Wi T GRI ATed! TTAd s 811 SRTd T 3116 ool #
fers fom| el = 1 AR T BRI, I A smraa, ae g8 B
4171 |" SR HR DI Taq 3 L 618 115 o1 | H o1 81 T AIp-JHTS
S Y= IR el H o 9 Biel 81, § IR I1d &1 8T, W H 31 I1d a1 &1

T W 4T A% SFal g1 WS I U8 URR &1 §+1 a1 81 d 71 7 i eiged gl
g, B T A ¢ ot 3ueh A v ai & ofig U AE 1 o1 # oo ot R
®idl, R Ryars et 3 ol 7em smaan ®ie | 3l A% ovr 811 A1 a9t Holgy
3T 7T 99 & (B o) fod B o7 T I97 THH A g1 H1 gard 94
T ¢ @ H 35T ¢ HIN0T oI & i € St Tedi 9SG 8id W 81 |
R I I HO-F Ryars St A< of i it g1, Sge! e Bl e
Ui A3 8l, BHY UGS 1 P ¢ BRI Hadll a7 a1 3 IHRIAS Ue 8-
QIUeR 9, TS 9 99 A3 31 Uial 81, # R ° guary JFET Jial 8T, A SR
afee T, e, gt & Siad o UTel & Saoid Sidrl J&g 9, el el d
TR &7 ghel WH I Il 9R 3 didh &l o1 IR ¢ad IC B &l gl Holl
3ffeT 811 @9 ¢ 91 H 3% TSl ®id a1 ot IR Hial A1 I1d 981 81 o Rars
HRA ST BT I TR Yol ¢ e TRY 3fed! Wi 9 Heg diall Sa i,
g ¢ IR SMIg! 3% U9 d I 8RR 3R 3¢ B ga o

Sometimes they invited me to have a bowl of soup. The seamstress asked
me to help her do cross-stitch embroidery on children's clothes. Once | had
a crisis of sadness and left the job half done. Another time, out of spite, |
took the ash from the brazier and sowed it along the staircase. They said:
foar,i,18 “Who eve foar? Will | catch a disease?”. .foar,p,16 In the end they
understood me and forgave me.
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In November of every year they took me to the Sant'Ugo fair which took
place in Piano Vigna. In this location the paternal grandparents set up a
shed where they prepared grilled meat and sausages which they sold
together with a good glass of wine. For me it was an opportunity to be
together with my paternal relatives, taste good meat and drink a colored
soda, look at the stalls selling braziers, lanterns, earthenware pots, quarts
and .foar,i,18 bumbaelli. .foar,p,16
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| remember that as a child, when we returned from Castrangia, before
arriving in the village there was a chapel dedicated to the Savior. The zizi
stopped for a moment and said in a loud voice .foar,i,18 "oh mothers, oh
mothers...". .foar,p,16 | thought it was a prayer. When | became older |
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understood that she instead called her deceased mother, as the cemetery
was located just above the chapel. | had never visited the cemetery
because zizi didn't even go for the feast of the Saints. | knew that on that
occasion people bought flowers from Miss Signorino in a place called
"Fussadello" and went almost in procession to decorate the tomb of their
loved ones. Once | proposed to zizi: "Why don't we go and visit your
mother's grave too?".

She replied that she would be sorry. - It is useless to invoke .foar,i,18
“mothers - mothers” .foar,p,16 if you don't want to bring her even a flower. -
At these words she almost moved. We went to Fussadello to buy some
chrysanthemums. On All Saints' Day | went to call grandfather Turi to take
us to the tomb of "mothers", for me grandmother Rosa. My grandfather had
recently had that tomb rebuilt because during the war the only bomb that fell
in the cemetery had destroyed it.

Even though | was proud to have won another battle, my thoughts were
with my parents day and night. | tried to distract myself when | was in the
lab. | began to enjoy sewing: | prepared the wadding for the shoulder pads, |
blew on the charcoal iron. When the iron was hot the big girls ironed the
pieces to make clothes. To keep it taut, weights sewn between two ribbons
were placed in the hem. | went to buy them from my godfather who sold rifle
material. They were pellets that | had to flatten with the hammer. Sometimes
| even flattened my fingers... Meanwhile, Mrs. Orlando held paid cutting
courses for the older girls. | was sitting far away but | was listening to
understand something from the lessons. Once the uncles said that we
would go to Fantina to visit the "commare" and the "compare", those who
slept with us when they came to Novara for important errands. Once the
godmother asked zizi "How old are you?" And she said: .foar, i, 18-I'm blind
to my eyesight, | don't think about it-.foar, p, 16 (if | didn't have sight, | don't
remember).
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With grandfather Turi's tip | went to buy a piece of green fabric, to test my
ability | made a skirt. The day of departure for Fantina arrived (two hours on
foot). We got up at 4. | wanted to surprise Zizi by wearing my skirt. It was so
narrow | almost couldn't walk. When they saw my creation they began to
say:. - We raised it and now that it starts to grow it acts like an owl. It makes
us ashamed. And | pointed out: "I'm not taking this away, if you want it's like
this, otherwise, you go!" But in my heart | thought "how can | walk in such a
tight skirt...". We arrived at our destination anyway. The commare asked
where | had had such a beautiful skirt made. .foar, i, 18-Sa figi illa-.foar, p,
16 (she made it herself) she replied zizi. - So when we have to sew
something we come to her -. Owl pride...
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In one of the many letters sent to my parents | had expressed the desire
for a wristwatch. Having learned that Mrs Agostina had come from
Domodossola, | went to see her. As soon as she saw me she hugged me
and she gave me a package sent by my parents. | opened it and to my
surprise | found a brown lamb fur coat with curls as big as a finger, a felt hat
and a box with a watch. | was trembling with joy as the lady placed it on my
wrist. She gave me a glass of water to pick me up and | ran home. The next
day when my uncles came to Novara they said that if | wore that fur they
would think | was crazy: no one in town owned anything like that. | wore it
with pride anyway. | would roll back my sleeve to let everyone notice the
little watch. | often gave it rope, so in a short time it broke. Going to
Castrangia | met some elderly people who asked me the time. To avoid
making a bad impression, | looked at the now irremediably broken watch
and said that | had forgotten to wind it. .foar,i,18 - Thank you very much -.
foar,p,16 They greeted me and continued on their way.
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Meanwhile, | was starting to get familiar with the new job. Back then, fur
collars were used to attach to coats. The skins were wetted with a sponge
and finally nailed to a wooden board by pulling them from all sides. | was
reminded of when in the laboratory in Sicily | crushed the leads to put on the
bottom of my clothes. Here too there was some hammering on the fingers. If
there was a bit of sun they were dried in the garden on the street, so | had
to act as sentry for the precious Persian lamb, fox, mink and rat musqué
skins. While | was taking care of them | liked watching the cars and people
passing by. | even inhaled car exhaust fumes and tried to soak in that city
scent, so new and intoxicating for the little girl who grew up in pure air. The
city passed by before my gaze and | even lost track of time. My father
explained to me that there the day was divided into hours, whereas when |
lived in Castrangia | only knew the rising and setting of the sun. Sometimes
while | was taking care of the skins an elderly lady from the upper floor
would come to keep me company. She spoke in strict Piedmontese and |
didn't understand a thing: .foar, i, 18 "What a beautiful fiola, da ndua ti
vegnat (where do you come from)? Cuma ti se ciamat (what's your name)?".
| change. "Ti mi capisat mia (don't you understand)?". .foar,p,16 When the
skins were dry Miss Tilde cut the shape of the necks for the seamstresses
who ordered them.

UISl-Uret H WhIferT Ui, S9¢ IR U &1 U o bR 3RaR OT1 g T |
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1 3fAIER 1962 T 3RHATE 7 30 &8 W Id T &1 TIH o Wod o7 734 g
HeT L& BiaT | 3T ST b2 YUY Ha ARex foramors! 1 Jigam|

33t IR SASET ¢ TR A ey 1 gamn o I < fafedn & g8 dfvia
IR g < INHY Fid, gt I Wieh 38 Ts el TR 7 ¢ ga Remr
g% 711 PO Bl fad 9 3 S ®Had al 3RISH DIdll e did Jex faa IRy
gyt T 1 T 1t 3% TRI 981 aamel §¢ gls T df 3 g X ¢ NS g
MR ¢ THRR & Idd! df 3t 3R 1d UeRiHi @ Tave It Ot Rasfad
T 3T Tl qRIT URURT 3MGT I9IR &I S (gl ¢IsHT el BT

39 I GRIAMT 3U- Ug Had gt I0d &l g1 g TR i € SHaiid a
UBR &1 1T BT

fI3Y & Aol ¢ Wb §91 3 7 35 AHL a7 MAHR HA1 =ig a1 811 H
ardl IR fasfeal, foxaR d afed it 9 &A1 = Sidl @SR Ha 13 d 39
HRT H "IRe <& algar a1t 131 Wl aad fag AgR J @zl & siad duR
HT RIgaT d WM & b & 1 3R R SIRMEES foiat &l #oll of ddbe
gil

1 3AIER 1968 T YRIAM! = S{eATUHT qodl T Hd & W d L= DIl
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gad STee! st 1| TH o St ot I T1d Sedll ¢ SN gel JAH Wi
il Hd-Ppq RIRTE IR, TR TETR TR &I IRT 1|

S[aTs '73 faar St 9 S ssfie fag &y o 38 I o H UUE ¢ uga dem
3 W1 16 HRAST 1974 T B! §67 SHIAT 3RATS, Sgs! TIHT HERE
o § g1, d GREEI, SigSt IR I & 8, SR 318 5| Piiia al &R &
3d TI3 gld ¢ Gamol d el I ¢ Re & S9u1 d1ed oiff & U Holldh <iTal
g1 ORS¢ Uredt 7 I1gp 3%} &I Id $ AT JA190T &F qarg fe<i, Aral
QIR oM & TTeHeR d TS 9T dfel § TMewhiaR ¢ U Ud|

fufayr ¢ 3rcrar 39 IRt H off 13 30 < Wl 39 e 9 e ddrl
3T T Taqgaa=ar 9 RAwHE 9 It dgdH g

Sfae o 931 815 78 T A 3/ B g7 818 11g 31| 1S A &= A S 7 Ui
fa=t: TAwA, aoit—aT, JeT, AN, YabT, dfeforar o afea

e WA 8l el gl 19 RidaR 2015 71 H 7 [o18Y A §hg, 60 A AT

3 TRATA, 3R Al d I+ R & YfehaT 311 D 3 foriil Alg o WR
gl

89



&7 TSl BT Biersf 18 3P 1936 7 F1aRT & 1Rfdferar 7 o4 &1/
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1. fUar g =

2. 39 gfar df smer

3.d fog @«

4. 79, PIEd d G ToR

5. Jee @l

6. AIRYAT B A (AR & I
7. ufaferar A &t

8. fTem €t SsM

9. T & &xaTeT

10. &= q1

11. 9+ gt § SRaH aT g
12. ST I ar

13. 718 fSfett

14. 9IS Ugd Oiga

15. 319 UTHIR &1 YfohdT 3T DA 3.
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